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Looking to adopt a feline friend? Visit MARL's website to 
view all of our adorable, adoptable cats! www.marleague.org



Intakes at MARL are up 52% since 
2014.  While this is a significant and 
important fact, I’d like to really define 
what an intake is. Our definition of an 
intake as it pertains to our operations 
and statistics is any animal that we 
accept into our facility. But if you look 

at each intake individually you may see a dog who is being surrendered by 
the only family he has ever known. You will see him try to follow his family as 
they leave and you will see the door close in front of him as he is left behind. 
You might also see a box that appeared at the front door overnight with 
hungry and cold kittens inside. You might see a cat who was abandoned when 
her family moved and has been on her own until neighbors brought her to us 
when they found her injured. Each one has a story and each one needs help.  

With your support, we are able to have a caring and skilled member of our staff 
at the other end of the leash when that dog is left alone. They can take the time 
necessary to comfort him and give him a medical exam. Your support allows us 
to feed the hungry kittens immediately and provide safety and warmth. Your 
support gives us the ability to take the abandoned cat to the vet so that she 
doesn’t have to suffer another single day.

More animals means more food, more medication, more laundry, more vet 
care, more cleaning, more time to tend to injuries, remove fleas, give vaccines, 
give walks, give comfort… But it also means we need to see more adoptions. 
We rely on adoptions to free up space for new intakes. Throughout this 
newsletter you will see many ways to help; please consider all the ways in 
which you can personally make a difference. And in this era of technology 
and social media, please consider sharing our adoptable animals with your 
network of friends and family. Your support of MARL has never been more 
important than it is right now. 

  - Magee Humes

Wet dog food – all brands
Wet cat food – all brands

Dry cat food – Purina Cat Chow (blue bag)
Dry kitten food – Purina Kitten Chow (yellow bag)

Cat toys – all types!
Cardboard cat scratchers

Nylabones 
Clorox Disinfecting Wipes

Laundry detergent
Bleach

Paper towels
Copy paper, paper clips and other office supplies

HP Ink: 950 Black and 951 Color
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A different breed of shelter.
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ABOUT MARL

CONTACT 

MARL BOARD

The Michigan Animal Rescue League (MARL) is one of southeast 
Michigan’s most established shelters, serving the animals and 

community since 1953. It is MARL’s mission to be the community 
leader in non-profit animal welfare, providing the highest quality 
of life to dogs and cats through rescue, medical care, short- and 

long-term sanctuary, adoption, education and outreach.

790 Featherstone / Pontiac, MI 48342
P: 248.335.9290 / F: 248.335.0261 / E: info@marleague.org

www.marleague.org
Tuesday – Saturday / 11:00am – 4:00pm

Cindy Howard, President
Molly Phillips, Treasurer
Daniel Kelly, Secretary
Jody Astrein, Director
Ed Bartone, Director

Luanne Broecker, Director
Lynn Carr, Director

Michelle Fallscheer, Director
Jenny Heinrich, Director

Yvonne McCready, Director
Jana McNair, Director

Susan Murphy, Director 
Magee Humes, Executive Director

Community Advisory Board
Honorable Barry Howard

Deanna Malczewski
Sue Spangler

Michelle Street
Jep Street

Kimberly Whipple
Ken Whipple
Lori Yankel

If you wish you could do more to continue our mission, YOU CAN! 
Include MARL in your will. Your bequest will ensure that MARL 
can continue to serve the community. More information can be 

found on our website.

MARL is a private, 501(c)(3) organization and our work is 
supported solely by private contributions, which are tax-deductible.  

Federal Tax ID: 38-1557622

LETTER FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

WISH LIST & NEEDS
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Bunny's Journey

Bunny arrived at MARL in 2006 with a fractured rear leg. 
Because the damage was so severe; the decision was made, 
with the advice of specialized veterinarians, to amputate her 
leg.  It was MARL’s belief this would give her the best quality 
of life going forward. However, we found that fixing her leg 
was a much easier task than fixing her spirit. She feared 
anything and anyone new and her distrust of people ran deep.

Bunny took up residence in the kitchen at MARL where she 
felt safe and could get used to new situations in her own time. 
We loved her and cared for her with all we had. Although 
nothing is better than a loving home, we had collectively 
and somewhat reluctantly resigned ourselves to the fact that 
Bunny would spend the rest of her days in the MARL kitchen.

It took the interest, dedication and expertise of two very 
special volunteers to change Bunny’s story. Now, 10 years 
after she arrived at MARL with that fractured leg and broken 
spirit, we can say that Bunny is living happily, comfortably 
and peacefully in a wonderful home. Bunny stops in every 
once in a while but she makes it clear that she is only hopping 
in for a visit!

“Watching Bunny adjust to life in our home has been very 
rewarding. Her tail never stops wagging! She loves exploring 
around the house, going for car rides, chewing on her leather 
bone and getting belly rubs. Sometimes, she just breaks out into 
playful hops and runs up and down the hallway. We smile every 
evening when we are settled in and we hear Bunny snoring. 
Caring for such a special dog has brought us so much joy.”

-Kim Hurley & Robin Wright 

WE SMILE EVERY 
EVENING WHEN WE 

ARE SETTLED IN AND 
WE HEAR BUNNY 

SNORING.

A STORY CLOSE TO OUR HEARTS
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Going The Extra Mile
When Chuck and Symphony arrived at MARL, they tested 
positive for Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV).  Despite 
our efforts to provide education about FIV, potential adopters 
continued to pass Chuck and Symphony by. After they had 
been with us for nearly a year, it was looking as though they 
would be MARL guests for quite some time.

Our staff knew that these two delightful cats deserved a more 
accommodating location as they waited for their forever home, 
so MARL made the decision to ask for help from our animal 
welfare partner, Best Friends Animal Society (BFAS) in Utah. 
BFAS has an entire building devoted to FIV-positive cats, and 
after a couple of months on a waiting list, Chuck and Symphony 
were accepted into Best Friends’ FIV-positive community. 

After receiving this great news, Chuck and Symphony 
promptly packed their bags and headed west! Two MARL 
employees traveled with them and made sure they were settled 
comfortably into their new accommodations. They now live in 
cage-free rooms with outdoor patios where they can watch the 
lizards and wild turkeys scurry by.  

“Watching Symphony explore her new surroundings for the 
first time was a moment I will never forget. I could tell right 
away that she would make herself right at home.” – Kim Pichler, 
Cat Care Coordinator 

Shortly after their arrival, www.bestfriends.org published an 
article entitled “Cat helps correct feline FIV stigma,” featuring 
Symphony’s photo front and center! While it was difficult 
to say goodbye to our friends, we are happy to see Chuck 
and Symphony acting as ambassadors for FIV-positive cats 
everywhere. 

“I had a very special bond with Chuck. While sending him off 
to Utah was bittersweet, I can lay my head down every night 
knowing I helped give him a better life.” – Audrey Blaylock, 
Marketing Coordinator.

In an effort to educate the community, Jessica Dugan, MARL’s 
Medical Care Coordinator answers common questions about FIV.

What is FIV?
Feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) is a retrovirus that 
affects 1.5-3% of healthy cats in the United States. FIV 
compromises cats’ immune systems, making it more difficult 
for them to fight off the normal viruses and bacteria in their 
environment. FIV-positive cats should have regular check-
ups with their veterinarian and any signs of illness should be 
tended to right away.

How is FIV transmitted?
FIV is most commonly transmitted through deep bite wounds 
and is most common among unaltered outdoor cats. FIV 
can occasionally pass from an infected mother to her kittens 
during the birthing process or though nursing.

Can FIV-positive cats live as long as “normal” cats?
YES! FIV-positive cats do not require medication and can live 
long, healthy lives! FIV-positive cats can also live among non-
FIV cats as long as they get along with each other. A minor 
scuffle is safe as long as no deep punctures result. Cats with 
FIV are one of the most likely groups to be overlooked in a 
shelter, often waiting for months to find forever homes. With 
education and proper care, FIV-positive cats can (and do) 
make wonderful life-long companions!
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Recently Adopted

FIV Education

TALLULAH 

Tallulah was brought to MARL in August of 2012 as a stray. Staff 
and volunteers could tell right away that she wanted to be the 
queen! She was young and beautiful, but could be a little sassy 
at times. We appreciated her spunky personality but it was not 
translating well with potential adopters. Every time a cat carrier 
entered the room Tallulah would always hop right in, hoping it 
was her turn to go home. We kept telling her someday she would 
get a carrier ride of her very own. Three years later, that day finally 
came. In July, Tallulah’s long time friend and MARL volunteer, 
Debra Brice, officially adopted her. Way to go, Tallulah!

We love hearing from MARL alumni! Please send photos and updates to ablaylock@marleague.org or message us on Facebook!

TYCHUS
Tychus was transferred to MARL in December of 2014 from a nearby 
animal shelter. The months passed and Tychus saw a lot of potential 
adopters walk past his kennel. Our staff began to wonder why no one 
was showing interest in Tychus. He was such a wonderful dog! Eager 
to learn more about our friend, a staff member took Tychus home for 
the weekend. You may remember reading his story in the Spring/
Summer 2016 edition of the MARL Report! Shortly after this outing 
our dedicated volunteer, Laura Morris, decided to stop in and visit 
with Tychus. It had been a while since she saw him last and, like us, 
wanted to get to know him better. Laura began taking Tychus for 
walks during her lunch breaks and soon enough she was taking him 
home for sleepovers. In April 2016, Laura realized she couldn’t live 
without Tychus and took him home forever. Way to go, Tychus!

GRETA
Adopted August, 2016

STAN
Adopted August, 2016 

SAHARA
Adopted August, 2016

MAX
Adopted August, 2016 

MAC
Adopted July, 2016

More information on FIV is available from the Cornell University 
College of Veterinary Medicine | www2.vet.cornell.edu

Photo of Symphony by Molly Wald and Kurt Budde
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Pet Nation Renovation

BIG NEWS!  
The Michigan Animal Rescue League is going to be featured 
in Animal Planet’s new series, Pet Nation Renovation this fall!  
The Q&A below will fill you in on our exciting journey!

How did it all get started?
MARL: Animal Planet reached out to MARL in early 
February looking for an established shelter that was doing 
great work but whose facility could use some improvements. 
Operating in a 63-year-old building, we were eager to hear 
more about this opportunity. After a long interview process, 
MARL was selected in May and jumped into action quickly.

Why was MARL selected?
AP: MARL was chosen after searching the Metro Detroit 
area high and low for the most deserving and reputable 
shelter that was also in need of a renovation. MARL is, without 
a doubt, the shelter that best fits this description. 

MARL is an incredible shelter that specializes in hands-
on, individualized care for all of its animals. They take in 
hundreds of dogs and cats every year and do an amazing job 

of matching adopters with the right pets. That said, our team 
of experts knew that we could increase their adoption rates 
while also making each animal’s stay more comfortable.

Where did the animals go during the renovations?
MARL: All 150 animals had to be out of the shelter for a 
three-week period beginning late June. We also had to figure out 
a way to continue other important services during this period, 
like taking in animals in need, showing and adopting animals 
into new families, and distributing food to those in need. Though 
Animal Planet was presenting a huge opportunity for MARL, our 
first concern was the well-being of the animals in our care. 

It was an incredible effort by staff and couldn’t have been 
done without the help of our volunteers. We contacted local 
boarding facilities and made arrangements for each of our 
animals. Our volunteers and staff opened their homes for 
fostering. We rented temporary office space, serving as a 
location for the public to bring animals in and to distribute 
food to those in the need. Staff was assigned to each boarding 
facility daily and continued to socialize and visit with our 
animals during the transition so that they still had familiar 
faces and extra care while in their temporary locations. 

What renovations were done to the shelter?  
MARL: Animal Planet heard us loud and clear when we 
asked for new kennels. They installed state-of-the-art kennels 
in place of our old chain link system. They gave the outside of 
the building and our lobby a cosmetic face lift, renovated the 
cage-free cat room, beautified the backyard and added a "real-
life room". Of course, we weren’t allowed to see any of it until 
the big reveal so it was a complete surprise to most of the staff 
and volunteers.

What is Pet Nation Renovation? Is this the first season? 

AP: This is the first season of Pet Nation Renovation. 
In this two-part special, a deserving shelter receives a 
complete transformation, which viewers will be able to see 
from inception to completion. Hosted by animal expert and 
trainer Dave Salmoni and featuring the renovation experts 
from Project Pawstive, The Pet Nation Renovation team will 
transform this deserving animal shelter so that it can better 
serve all of the dogs and cats that need their care. Throughout 
the journey, Dave will talk to the inspiring staff, showcase the 
personalities of the pets, and work day and night alongside 
the contractors until the renovation is complete.

You can see it all come together when the episode of Pet 
Nation Renovation airs on Animal Planet late fall. 

This project was made possible with the help of Ace Hardware, 
Delta Faucet, Quicken Loans, Project Pawsitive, K. Mason 
Building & Remodeling and some really incredible volunteers!

MEET THE STAR
When Animal Planet asked to feature a MARL cat on Pet 
Nation Renovation, we knew that Millie would be the perfect 
star! Beautiful Millie is sweet, playful and just the tiniest bit 
sassy. She has been a favorite of staff and volunteers since she 
arrived at the shelter over two years ago. If you would like to 
meet this special girl, stop by and visit her in our cage-free cat 
room. She may even give you her autograph!

WAY TO GO, HONEY!
Petunia, one of the dogs to be featured on Pet Nation 
Renovation, bonded instantly to host, Dave Salmoni. 

Dave’s wife and son visited MARL to meet Petunia before 
officially adopting her on July 9th. Petunia, now “Honey”, is 
living the good life with Dave and his family in their home in 
Canada. Way to go, Honey!
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The Gift Of Love
A gift to MARL is a thoughtful way to honor or memorialize someone you care about and make a meaningful contribution to the lives 
of the dogs and cats in southeast Michigan. Listed below are gifts made in honor or in memory of a loved one in the amount of $20 or 
more. These gifts were received between February 1, 2016, and July 31, 2016.

Ali Weitz | Mark and Susan Koehl
Animal Adoption Network | Eileen Hemphill
Auntie Jody Astrein | Samuel and Miss Peacock
Barry and Cindy Howard | Bev Avadenka
Bear | Christina Ottmar
Becky and Buddy Levine |  Cindy and Miss Peacock
Boots, Mama and Sophie | Mark and Theresa Inglis
Byran's Wedding Celebration |  Rod and Arlene Lema
Casey | Steve and Robin Toeppner
Charlie | Fred and Dana Walker
Chloe | Jane Imerman
Chris Halas's birthday | Barbara Cumming
Cindy Howard | Rebecca Levine, Ilene Rubin
Dixie | Susan Liggett
Douglas Shapiro | Jack and Lynn Lehto
Duncan | Jennifer Bruss
Edmund J. Zeglen | Mark and Hilde Zeglen
Frank and Jimmy's 9th birthday | Kathleen Laufman 
and Doyle Horning
Frieda and Doren | Sue and Gordy Leff
Gracie Thal | Robert Thal
Hero - Pam | Georgianne Lane
Hilary Tompkins | Cindy Howard

Hunter | Nicole Furman, Michael and Sarah Gritt, Carol 
Hite, Jartll Corporation, Richard and Tiffany  Wyman
Jennifer Bezemek and John Krcmarik | Carol 
Blender, Sam Karbal and Danny Karbal
Jody Astrein | Bruce Thal
Joni Meahan | Grace Minck
Joyce Bzdziuch | Shawn Bzdziuch
Keith Kondos | Tim and Gail Pawl
Kristin Mazorowicz | Carol Coles
Lilliane Rattner | Antonino Salon and Spa
Linda Churchill | Beth Eppers, Donna Nissen
Lynn Hipp | Elizabeth Hipp
Maddie Cowan | Kathryn Upton
Mark Hechler | Linda Kahn Gale and Allan Gale
MARL Staff | Doug and April Haase
May Krager | Fern Barber
Melissa Paruch | Sharon Selewonik
Michelle Fallscheer | Michael Mirto
Mona Parlove | Kelly Swagler and Bradley Stern
Monique Roehl and Murray Pfaff | Colleen Kelley and 
Dana Atkins
Mr. and Mrs. Stern | Alissa Sparks
Ms. Barbara White | Linda and Fred Bartz

My Sister's 60th birthday | Kevin Adler
Nancy Fleischmann | Esther Littmann
Nick Pfiester | Mrs. Cathy Pfiester
Nolan Astrein | Pamela Dangovian
Oscar | Chris Wolfs
Patricia Betts | Deborah Betts, Jennifer Fryer, 
Jennifer Klick
Paul Collins' 90th birthday | Maryellen Ackroyd
Pluto and Mussy | Paul and Gail Phelps
Ruth Butler | Barbara Mouser
Sally | Phillip and Laura Rundell
Sandy Kondos | Nancy Harkins,  Jean Usner
Sid Grossberg | Alex Grossberg
Stella | Ismail Family
Sue Melendy | David and Kay Aughton
Sydney Cox | Melissa Blum
Teddy and Frankie's birthdays | Andrew and Ali Weitz
Theresa Burda | Steve Whitener
Theresa Plante | Ken and Barbara Eichles
Wedding of grandchildren | Bob and Leslie Craig
Zander Ryan-Young | Chase Kasab

IN HONOR OF

IN MEMORY OF

Alene Chernic,   Josh and Tia Linkner, Morton Noveck 
and Dawna Wilson
Duncan Stanger | Paula D'Ambrosio
Ed Bozich | Larry and Pat Marsalese
Edward "Eddie" Howard Gale | Linda, Eric and Alyssa 
Kahn Gale, Cindy and Barry Howard, Linda and Harold 
Friedman and Family
Edmund Joseph Zeglen | Diane Williams, Diane 
O'Connell
Edna Ferber | Tammy Ford Motor Co. PIMS Dept., 
Hospital Gift Shop Volunteer's, Ford GACP Team, 
Kathleen Porter
Elizabeth Jane Hodges | Paul Weisenbach
Elsa Rossi | Dale and Jerry Rubin
Erika C Rush | Heather Rudge
Father | Nancy Polen
Florence Sampson | Inez Robertson
Fluffy | Donald and Carol Erickson
Franny | Hunter Clan Hunter Clan
Franny | Carol Kasapis
Fraseisca Andrade | Lori and Rosemarie Karbal
Fritz | Marc and Michele Borovoy
Ginger | Michelle Fallscheer
Gizmo | Darold and Lauren Ottersen
Great Cotton Queen | Mr. and Mrs. Steven Scherr
Habz Harfoot | Harry and Marilynn Bruss
Harley | Ken and Lisa Fox
Helen Levine Kraun | Arthur and Marlene Kravetzker
Ileane Thal | Cindy Frenkel
Iris Lee Gabe | Diane Hopp
Jade | Nancy Riddle
Jager | William and Shirley Kukovich
Jake | Bobby, Gail, Benji and Levi Efros
Jake | Lynda Navarre
Jaxxon and Lunar | Audrey Blaylock
Jeanne Jacobson | Steve and Jaynie Craig
Jeffrey Blatt | Linda Konop
JJ Bentley | Liz Ardito
Jody Sheres | Jay and Becky Levine
Jojo | Sharon Millman
Josh Verduin | Barry and Cindy Howard, Mike and 
Lori Yankel
Joshua | Scott and Debbie Sellers
Judith Ann Webster | Beatrice Geng, Richard Valuet, 
Eric and Cathy Wegner, Danny and Donna Gardner, 
Federal-Mogul Powertrain, Georgia Hicks, Joseph 
Holst, Mr. Peter Ugolini and Jan Hirn Golf League, 
Barbara McGlothin, Karen Tallman, Peter Ugolini, 
Scott Koning, Pat and Kathy Loomis, Charlotte Marin
June Phyliss Sillers | Members of Pontiac Kennel Club
Justin Peltier | Judith Peltier
Karen Scott | Dave and Cathy Danes
Karl Wayne | Linda Kahn Gale
Katherine Glenn Van Hull | Thomas Sawyer and 
David Sawyer, Al Jenuwine, Laurel and Harold Miller, 
Cindy Collon, Norm and Donna DeVolder
Kathleen "Kathy" Malin McCaffrey | Booth Patterson, 
P.C., Elizabeth Neault, Pitt McGehee Palmer & Rivers 
P.C., Anna Harms and the MIBLSI Team, Dan and Linda 
Benns, Laurel Berger, Judy McCaffrey, Daryl and Nadine 
Slowinski, Your Woodland Ave. Neighbors, Stacey King, 
Laura Davis, Rena Friedberg, Cheryl Morey
Laney | Linda Kahn Gale
Leo and Avi | Linda Kahn Gale
Libby | Nancy Polen
Lorraine Bank | Robert Buczek, Janet Grondin, Karen 
Gurney, Nancy Jakuszewski, Melanie KIP America, 
Don and Cindy Moore,  John and Karen Nagy, Don 
and Debbie Stolla, Cheryl Wall, 
Lorraine Valenti | Lesley Collins, Southfield Radiology, 

Katherine and Armen Kalaydjian, Rick and Mary Jane 
Larson, David and Julie Sorensen, Ada Houston
Louie | Charlie and Tracie Berry
Lucy |  Richard and Crystal Kingry
Lucy |  Laurie Weinberger
Luke |  Linda Kahn Gale, Lori Yankel
Maggie | Marie Goedtel
Margaret "Peggy" E. Latozas | Keith and Lois 
Schwarz, Eileen McGill, Don and Kathy Schemers, 
Joseph Beattie, Daniela and Roxan Powell, Dana 
Sinterman, Paula Taylor, Anne Waller
Marilyn Kuzera | Jim and Beth Becker, Susan Raguso
Marina Sionov | Friends and Supporters, Theosophical 
Society in Detroit
Mark Bauer | Linda Knight
Marshall Katz | Blair and Susan Kamin
Mary Marlene Krager | William and Janie Ditrapani, 
Carl and Mary Krager
Max | Marc and Michele Borovoy
Meadow | Ruth Seiberling
Michael Alpert | Blair and Susan Kamin
Mickey | Beverly Bazzell
Mickey | Angela Fern
Milton | David and Esther Littmann
Missy and Tar Baby | Gloria Owen
Mitzie and Ruby | Susan Kay Johnson
Molly | Mary Gillespie
Molly | Rod and Arlene Lema
Molly | Ken Vancil
Molly | The Walkers
Molly Rudofski | Audrey Rudofski
Mr. Stanley Leshne | John Almstadt
Mrs. P. Garvey's mother | Judy Brown
Murphy | Louis and Marilynn Putz
Ozzie | Mama and Papa Lawrason
Paddington Vine | Laurel Vine
Pam Francek | Cheryl Zito
Pam Porteous | Charlie and Tracie Berry, Margaret 
Wallhead
Pat Lyons and Meow | Larry Lyons
Patricia Coon | Jim and Barb Holland
Patsy Czinders | Brad and Charlene Saxton
Peanut | Jean Heikkala
Pepper | Robert and Cathy Hawley
Professor Raymond Liedka | Julie Walters
Puddin and Cookie | Gerald and Laura Jewell
Pumpkin | Irwin and Susan Lipworth
Ralph Ferber | Kathleen Porter, Ford GACP Team
Rambo | William and Janice Heitman
Raymond Liedka | Amanda Burgess-Proctor
Remington | Sybil Hunter
Richard Shaffer | Barry Rosenbaum
Rob Dalton | Steve and Jaynie Craig
Robert Betteley | Diane and Rod Lloyd
Robert Hutchinson | Diane Nelson
Robert John Wissel II | Janet Buchanan, GET and TEP 
Team, Michael and Cindy Braniff, Vass Theodoracatos
Robert Ross | John Hamburger
Roger | Kellie Marzolf
Rosa | Bob and Cathy Hawley
Rose James | George McKinzie
Rosemary "Sally" Magerman | Neil and Chris 
Paquette, Steve and Michelle Barteld,  Joyce Lohff, 
Debbie Magasark, Bruce Magerman, Roger Magerman, 
TM Shea Products, Inc.
Roxanne Young | Carol Mann
Roy Meloeny | Barb Matuszak
Ruth Butler | Robert and Janet Bader, Paul Beam, 
Gary and Linda Best, Forrest and Traci Butler, Darious 
Jackson and Daphne Horzman, Rhonda Lemke 

and Dave Alle,  Jacob Lundgren,  Robert, Pat, Matt, 
Julieanna, Colleen, Mike and Braden
Ryley Gudes | Debbie Albert and Nicole
Sadie | Aunt Estelle and Family
Sam and Rocky | Laila Azzouz
Same Slater | Mary M Lauria
Sammi | Richard Couture
Sampson | Carol Wendorf
Sandy Fox | Carol Cross
Sandy Holowatz | Thomas and Brandi Collins
Sarah Clock and all her dogs | Barbara Bachman
Sarah Thornton and Dexter | Bob and Cathy Hawley
Sasha, Japanese Chin | Deborah Bingen
Sasha, Mandy and Taia Resch | Mary Resch
Sassy Brunk | Del and Mary Lauria
Scott Easley | Mike and Sally Easley
Scout Jean Louise Devries | James and Suzanne 
DeHaan
Shayna and Latkah | Rudolph Professional Contact 
Lens Clinic, Inc.
Sheila Capell | Ken Solomon
Skye Zimmermann | Gloria and Deborah Gold
Socks | Cheryl Cooper
Stephen Morris | Kathie Hohendorf
Susan Neff | Anthony Marsalese and Jeff Davison
Talouse | Linda Kahn Gale and Allan Gale
Teresa Plante | Mary Ellen Yokie
Terry Oshesky | George and Sandra McKinzie
Tiama | Charles Pelzer
Tiger | Sandra Lyness
Tiger, Blue Eyes, Mittens, Orange Puffy & Christina 
Gray | Mark Shuttleworth
Tigger and Cole Fahr | Scott and Deb Fahr, Karen 
Hopp, Sheryll Smith
Tillie Burnett | George and Sandra McKinzie
Tilly | Marie Goedtel
Titan | Linda Gale, Mike and Lori Yankel
Tom | Linda Kahn Gale
Trace Hodges | Frank Rewold & Son Foundation
Tweed | Shirley Wing
Twister | Linda Kahn Gale
Watson | Judy and Arnie Gross and the Gang
William Kroczolowski | Elaine Pascoe
Wylie Beyer | Barb Cook
Our loving dog | Anthony and Jeff
Yukio | Kelly Burns Goldberg
Zen | Doug and Barbara Bloom

All of our pets | Gary and Lou Krizanowski
Alvera Muller |  Marilyn Muller
Ann D. Taylor | Friends and Supporters at Inductoheat
Anna Miriam Hersh | David, Larry, Jeffrey Hersh and 
Sharon Hawksworth
Ashton | Becca Marrs
Aspen and Ollie | Jan and Julie Klein
Baci Forman | Julie and Billy Stern
Bailey | Carla and Aaron Karp
Bailey Bourgeois | Ed and Sandra Bourgeois
Bear | Patricia Betts
Bear | Linda Gale
Becky and Angel | Thomas and Judy Govern
Bella | Teri Marchant
Bellie and Jack | Kathy Corder
Bennie | Toni Cantley
Betty Jane Gerber | Betty Clark,  Frank, Erika and 
Jake Moore, Philip and Melanie Serra
Beverly Pambin | Linda Kahn Gale and Allan Gale

Bobby Wissel | Vicki Wong and Derek Wong
Bonnie | Eugene and Shirley Hammond
Boozer Shah | Kristen Fox
Bozko | Patti Spycher
Brandy Baby | Elaine Parker
Budders | Susan Hoy
Buddy | Barbara Naimola
Bumper | Matthew Wyatt
Bunny Davis | Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox
Buster Downey | Dave and Barbara Cook
Callie and Muna | Amy Kern
Carol Ann Mazur | Lawrence Mazur
Chappy | Robert and Cathy Hawley
Charles Branson | Ann Nicholls
Charlie | Charlie and Anne Eiler
Chelsea Mifsud | Lauren Davenport
Chessie and Hobo | Dennis and Darlene Lakomy
Coco | Sam and Madeline Scarletta
Cody | Bob and Cathy Hawley

Cookie | Les and Lyn Gorback
Dante | Jon and Jennifer Midtgard
Dawn Massy | Don and Patricia Allis, Duane & Diane 
Cope, Barry & Sherry Griesinger, Joe & Darlene 
McGuckin
Debbie Ladenberger Bailey | Dave and Karen Blatt, 
Margaret Guerrero, Judy MacLeod, Paul & Patti Martin, 
Wayne Mostoller and Hazel Mostoller, Diana Smith, 
Sammy Stanfield
Delta Hawksworth | David Hersh
Dennis Hickey | William and Toni Bufe
Devon Clark | Linda Kahn Gale
Donald Demuth | Steve and Clare Hendershot
Donald G Puscas | Craig Smith
Doris Elizabeth Lembach | Bud Hether, Bonnie Kalef, 
Charles and Barbara Stocker, Gary and Marcia Dysarz, 
Kara LeRoy
Douglas Shapiro | Kacy Max, Carly & James Sheridan 
& Family, Kim & Alex Marahn & Family, Sharon Barnett, 
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Last fall, MARL introduced Seniors for Seniors, a pilot program 
aimed at placing senior cats in need of a home with senior 
citizens looking to share their life with a special friend. 

“My father Edmund always had a strong love for animals. Shortly 
before my father’s transition to assisted living, his long-time cat 
passed away. We then became aware of MARL’s program, Seniors 
for Seniors. Before long, we were introduced to Lilac. Her calm 
and gentle demeanor made her the perfect match.

My father had advancing Alzheimer’s disease and his memories 
were quickly fading. Lilac immediately took to my father 
and would spend many hours on his lap providing sweet 
companionship. His face would light up with a smile when 
she would jump up. This was a comfort to us as well, to see the 
special interactions between them.

What my father’s memory was unable to retain, I believe that 
his heart and spirit could, both of which were touched by the 
love of Lilac. Love given, and love received.

Within the final weeks that my father was in hospice, Lilac was 
a constant presence. She would lie next to him, nudging his 
hand when he could no longer reach and licking his hand to let 
him know she was near.

She would knowingly look at him, keeping vigil like a guardian 
angel. I specifically remember one night, Lilac actually draping 
herself somewhat awkwardly across his legs not appearing to 
think of her own comfort, but to provide a comforting hug to 
my father. That image remains so clear in my mind.

This precious kitty gave love and comfort to my father in his 
final days. For that, my family will always be grateful.

I continue to foster Lilac who has quietly walked her way into 
our lives, leaving her paw prints on our hearts forever.”

-Suzanne Zeglen

Pets can help seniors live longer, healthier and happier lives. 
They can also provide a sense of purpose and a reason to stay 
active. Our senior cats are just waiting for that sunny window 
and a gentle hand to provide them with a better life.

Power in Numbers
SENIORS FOR SENIORS ALL OF US. MAKING A DIFFERENCE.  

ONE ANIMAL AT A TIME.

We will share stories and videos along the way of animals arriving at the shelter so you can see firsthand the difference you are 
making. Learn more and join us by visiting www.marleague.org.

If you know someone who could benefit from this program, 
please contact Kim Pichler at kpichler@marleague.org

The Love of Lilac
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PETS CAN HELP 
SENIORS LIVE LONGER, 

HEALTHIER AND 
HAPPIER LIVES.

Donate $200. SAVE A LIFE.

Donate $200, tell a friend who donates $200. 
SAVE TWO LIVES.

Do all of the above, raise $1200 and SAVE SIX LIVES.

Use our simple fundraising tools to encourage the great 
people in your life to come together and give a second 
chance to the animals su�ering right here in our 
community. Ask them to donate what they can. The power 
of your voice raises $800 and SAVES FOUR LIVES. 

The power of collective support can open the door to a better future for the animals 
(right here in southeast Michigan) who have nowhere else to turn. Be a part of making 

the difference! Here’s how:

52%

285+

$200

0

52%

285+

$200

0

52%

285+

$200

0

52%

285+

$200

0

Increase in the number 
of animals arriving at our 
doors since 2014

Number of animals in 
need expected to arrive 
at our doors between now 
and the end of the year

Average cost of initial care 
for one animal who arrives 
in need

Number of animals that we 
would have to turn away if 
we can count on your help



2016 Event Co-Chairs
Cara Krupa and Briana Lipscomb

2016 Canine Co-Chairs
Sugar Krupa

Enzo Lipscomb
Oscar Lipscomb 

2016 Yappy Hour Host Committee

2016 Honorary Co-Chairs
Hon. Barry and Cindy Howard

2016 Sponsors

Top Dog
Jeffrey and Jennifer Farber

Sam and Ruby D. Caplan

Good Dog

Best Buddy
Law Offices of Barry L. Howard, P.C

John and Margaret Bashur
Tim and Susan Lucken

Sandy and Keith Kondos
Dennis and Tina Mirku

 Party Animal

Gary and Jody Astrein
Betsy Barnes

Dr. Ed and Caryn Bartone
Hon. Jim and Janet Blanchard

Luanne Broecker
Mitch and Lynn Carr
Michelle Fallscheer
Lauren Bojanowski

Beth Hall
Jenny Heinrich
Connie Hogan

Daniel Kelly
Leslie Kelly

Paul and Lisa MacArthur

Deanna Malczewski
Rep. Michael and Yvonne McCready

Josh and Jana McNair
Neil and Susan Murphy

Faith Nemeth
Brady and Molly Phillips

Samantha Phillips
Robert and Sue Spangler

Tara Stevenson
Jep and Michelle Street

Ron and Pat Verduin
Ken and Kimberly Whipple

Ann Wiacek
Mike and Lori Yankel

Becky and Gary Sakwa
East Street Pilates

Betsy Barnes
Pawsitive Steps Rehabilitation & 

Therapy for Pets
Tama, Budaj & Raab P.C.
Nancy and Jim Grosfeld

M.J. and Jay Wright

Barry-Bashur Foundation
Animal Emergency Center

Sit Means Sit
Christine Mazzorin

Premier Pet Supply | Rochester Hills
Kimberly and Ken Whipple

Stage Equity Partners, LLC - Brian 
L. Howard

Sigma Investment Counselors
Lee and Jim Fabiano

PetPeople
The Urban Dog

Rodney and Laverne Hagenbuch Trustees
Harold G. Schaevitz Industries LLC

The Stapleton Family
Downtown Dogs

Oakland Animal Hospital
Ron & Patricia Verduin

Dubin Cleaners

For more information about 2017 sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
Carin Jones at cjones@marleague.org

The Michigan Animal Rescue League’s Yappy Hour is the 
only cocktail party in southeast Michigan where your dog is 
welcome… and this year’s event was bigger and better than 
ever! The Americana-inspired evening welcomed over 300 
two-legged guests and 120 canine companions to the beautiful 
Rock Garden at Meadow Brook Hall.

The event featured live music from Brenda Joy & Company, 
an incredible silent auction, red carpet photos by Independent 
Expressions, photo booth pictures with your dog, cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres, gourmet dog treats compliments of The 
Urban Dog, and too much more to list!

Petey (shown below) was one of our adoptable four-legged 
guests this year. His loving personality and good looks caught 
the eye of a very special family that evening and within days 
of Yappy Hour, he was adopted into a loving, forever home!

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and guests, the 2016 
Yappy Hour raised over $100,000, making it MARL’s most 
successful fundraiser to date!

MARL would like to thank the Yappy Hour Co-Chairs, 
Cara Krupa and Briana Lipscomb, for helping put together 
a tremendous event this year. This was Cara’s 7th year of 
involvement with Yappy Hour!

Special thanks to Michelle Street, the Detroit Marriott 
Troy, Kim Hurley and Robin Wright, the Yappy Hour Host 
Committee, and our many hard-working event volunteers. We 
couldn’t have done it without you!

Thank you again to all!

2016 Yappy Hour  
Sponsors
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SAVE THE DATE
The 8th Annual Yappy Hour will be held June 1, 2017 at Meadow 
Brook Hall. Plans are already underway! If you are interested in 
helping with the 2017 Yappy Hour, please contact Carin Jones at 
cjones@marleague.org.

< Petey shown left



shout

shelter
pets

outs to

Chelsea Schell for donating her time to 
photograph MARL’s 7th annual Yappy Hour!

John Goldstein for collecting supplies and 
donations in lieu of gifts at his bar mitzvah, 
raising over $750!

Dorothy Greenstrand for donating her beautiful 
hand-made quilts to our animals.

Brownie Troop #71622 for creating adorable fleece 
blankets to keep our animals warm and cozy!

Monique Roehl who regularly volunteers in the 
cat rooms and takes incredible photos of our cats 
for the MARL website.

Union Adworks for donating their services and 
designing various marketing materials for MARL 
throughout the year, including this newsletter! 

Pet Supplies Plus Washington, Rochester and 
Northville for hosting offsite adoption events.

West Maple Elementary School for raising $1,150 
at their Talking Zoo Fundraiser.

Volunteers that helped with MARL’s recent 
building renovation!

PetPeople of Birmingham for collecting and 
donating $2,674 from the Hearts with Paws 
campaign.

Villas of Shelby Senior Living for donating 
much-needed supplies! 

Kurt Mason of K Mason Building & Remodeling 
for being an instrumental part of our Animal 
Planet Renovation and for his continued support 
of our organization!

Chuck Kummer of Kummer Construction for his 
wisdom, guidance and support.

It is with heavy hearts that we had to say goodbye to a long-time MARL friend and volunteer, Stella Moulton, who 
passed away on July 28, 2016. Stella came to MARL in 2011 as an adopter, but became much more involved after she 
retired. Stella volunteered in the cat rooms and quickly became a familiar face to the two- and four-legged members 
of the MARL family.  She helped at off-site events and fundraisers and was a true believer in our mission and the work 
that we do. Many of our animals enjoyed a better life because of Stella and her work at MARL.

She will be greatly missed by staff, other volunteers and most of all, the animals.

Thank You!
MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

A Loving Farewell
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"Shout Outs to Shelter Pets" is a new year-round program that 
brings the support of the community directly to the animals in 
need! Here's how it works:

- �Find a Shout Outs to Shelter Pets station at one of our many 
partnering locations, including Pet Supplies Plus in White 
Lake & Rochester Hills, Premier Pet Supply in Rochester Hills 
& Beverly Hills, The Urban Dog, Dubin Cleaners and more! 

- �Select an envelope from the display with a picture of the dog 
or cat that catches your attention. 

- �Fill out the donation card and mail your donation along with 
your Shout Out to that animal and its friends at the shelter. 

IT’S JUST THAT EASY!

This exciting new program gives you the opportunity to 
contribute to the daily care of the animals at MARL while also 
sending words of love and encouragement. Your Shout Out 
will be on display at the shelter to serve as a reminder of all 
the people out there rooting for the dogs and cats at MARL 
awaiting a second chance.

Your monetary donation will help us meet the costs of medical 
care, socialization and basic needs for the animal. 

For a list of partnering locations visit our website,  
www.marleague.org.

If you are interested in hosting a Shout Outs station, please 
contact Carin Jones at cjones@marleague.org or 248-335-9290.

MORE WAYS TO HELP
Amazon via AmazonSmile.com
Amazon donates a percentage of your eligible AmazonSmile.
com purchase back to MARL! AmazonSmile is the same Amazon 
you know and love. Just visit www.amazonsmile.com and login 
with your current Amazon account information. Follow the on-
screen instructions to link MARL to your online order! 

Kroger Community Rewards
Link your Kroger Plus Rewards card to MARL and Kroger will 

make donations to our organization based on your purchases 
throughout the year! Just visit the Kroger Community Rewards 
website to create a free online account or login with your 
existing account. Search for and link MARL (ID: 91656) to your 
Community Rewards within your account profile. Easy!

If you have gently-used leashes, collars, blankets and toys that 
your pet is no longer using, the cats and dogs of MARL will gladly 
use them! All donations can be brought to our shelter located at 
790 Featherstone, Pontiac, MI 48342.
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Interested in adopting from MARL? Visit our website, www.marleague.org for an up-to-date list of our adorable, adoptable cats and dogs!

Ready For Adoption

MILEY
Female, Born March 2008
Miley is a gorgeous girl with a 
personality to match. Just give Miley 
a little attention and she will let 
out her mighty “purr!” She is social, 
affectionate and will make a wonderful 
companion for one lucky family!

WILLIE
Male, Pit-Bull Terrier Mix,  
Born May 2015
Willie is a sweet, loving guy who 
wants to play and cuddle all day long. 
His tail is always wagging! Willie 
walks extremely well on a leash and 
has great manners in the car. He can 
even sit for a treat! What’s not to love? 

HENLEY
Male, Born June 2013
Henley is a big, handsome cat with 
lots of love to give! He is mellow, 
easy-going, soft and snuggly. Staff 
and volunteers have wasted no time 
falling in love with Henley and we 
know you will too!

BELLA
Female, Lab/Pit-Bull Terrier Mix,
Born August 2013
Bella is sweet, friendly and playful. 
This special girl enjoys playing with 
other dogs at the shelter and going for 
walks. She is the perfect combination 
of playful and affectionate!

ZEEK
Male, Born April 2009
Zeek was found alone outside. We 
could tell he was used to humans 
because he made instant friends with 
everyone! Zeek was diagnosed with 
diabetes and has recently started a 
daily treatment with special food. He 
is a friendly and loving boy.

DAISY
Female, Lab/Border Collie Mix, 
Born May 2007
Daisy is quite the social butterfly! 
She loves to cuddle, play in the water 
and show off her good looks to staff 
and volunteers. When she’s ready for 
some attention she will gently nudge 
you with her nose. It is adorable!

ROXY
Female, Born March 2011
Roxy is the definition of a 
sweetheart! She was extremely 
shy at first but with a little extra 
TLC from staff and volunteers, her 
personality began to shine. Roxy is 
now extremely friendly and falls in 
love with everyone she meets! 

SHIRLEY
Female, Jack Russell Terrier Mix,
Born August 2006
Shirley is a smart, friendly girl who 
likes to be close to people. She loves 
spending time in the MARL office, 
greeting staff and volunteers with 
her friendly smile and wagging tail. 
If you’re looking for a good-natured 
dog, consider Shirley!


