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WISH LIST  
AND NEEDS

Wet dog food | all brands
 Wet cat food | all brands

 Dry cat food | Purina Cat Chow (blue bag) 
Dry dog food | Purina One SmartBlend (red bag) 

Cat toys | all types
 Clorox disinfecting wipes

 HE laundry detergent
 Bleach

Paper towels
 Clay clumping cat litter

Gently used or new harnesses, leashes and collars | all sizes 
Dog toys and chews | all types

Copy paper
HP Ink | 952 Black/Color and 950 Black/951 Color

MARL’s wish list is now online! Visit www.amazon. com  
to send much-needed items directly to our shelter. 

ABOUT MARL
The Michigan Animal Rescue League (MARL) is one of 

southeast Michigan’s most established shelters, serving the 
animals and community since 1953.

MARL is a private, 501(c)(3) organization and our work is 
supported solely by private contributions, which are  

tax-deductible. Federal Tax ID: 38-1557622

ON THE COVER
Meet our cover dogs, Sam and Ruby D! Sam is a MARL 
alumni and Ruby D is also a rescue. Thank you to our 

special donor, who won this cover feature at Yappy Hour! 
Want to see your pet on the cover of the MARL Report? Be 
sure to attend the 10th annual Yappy Hour and bid at the 

silent auction for your chance!

CONTACT
790 Featherstone | Pontiac, MI 48342

P: 248.335.9290 | F: 248.335.0261 | E: info@marleague.org

www.marleague.org

Visiting Hours:  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday | 12-5 PM  

Open Late Thursdays | 12-7 PM 
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LET'S GET SOCIAL!
Be sure to LIKE the Michigan Animal Rescue League 
Facebook page for the latest shelter news and updates, 

including adoptable animals, recent adoptions, upcoming 
events and more!

Can’t get enough of our adorable, adoptable cats and 
dogs? Follow @mar_league on Instagram!

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

Letter From  
The Executive Director

IF YOU HAVE BEEN TO MARL LATELY, 
YOU’VE PROBABLY NOTICED THAT WE ARE 
BURSTING AT THE SEAMS. That is, if you could even 
find a parking spot! The increasing demands for our services – which 
include dramatically-increased animal intakes and adoptions – are really 
challenging our overcrowded and deteriorating 65+year-old building.  
We have the ability to reach more animals and save more lives but the 

physical constraints and outdated systems of our current building won’t allow it. The only thing standing 
in our way of saving more dogs and cats is our outdated facility.

SO WE ARE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THAT MARL HAS ACQUIRED 
A PARCEL OF LAND IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO OUR CURRENT 
PROPERTY! We are moving forward with building renovation and expansion plans while ramping 
up for a capital campaign. This is an extremely important and exciting time for MARL and the animals 
that we care for. 

Though we are in the early planning stages, I want you to know that this will not be an ordinary shelter 
renovation. MARL is a Different Breed of Shelter. Every inch of space, every decision, every dollar will be 
laser-focused on reaching a newly-attainable level of care for our dogs and cats.

Today, MARL operates within 5,400 square feet. We plan to increase the building space to approximately 
12,000 square feet. This purposeful, state-of-the-art facility will enable us to provide a more comfortable 
environment for our animals, thereby shortening their time to adoption. We will focus on attributes that 
directly benefit the animals such as proper quarantine and air exchange to reduce the spread of disease, 
an updated floor plan to provide a quieter environment to help reduce stress, and flexible areas where 
special-needs animals can receive the specialized care they need. We will pay attention to multipurpose 
rooms so that volunteers have a space where they can work with animals, proper meet-and-greet areas for 
potential adopters to comfortably meet animals, and, of course, a larger parking lot to accommodate our 
adopters, visitors and volunteers. 

This is the time for MARL to take this giant step forward for the animals and we can’t do it without you.  
You will be hearing much more about this exciting endeavor as we move forward. Together, we will 
make this happen. 

- Magee Humes

MEET THE  
COMMUNICATIONS 

MANAGER
If you have called or visited the shelter 
lately, you have probably had the 
pleasure of connecting with Audrey, 
MARL's Communications Manager.  
Audrey joined the team just over 
three years ago, and in that short time 
her leadership skills have benefited 
MARL in countless ways. The shelter 

environment can prove to be challenging, as emotions often run 
high and days can be fast-paced, but Audrey's ability to connect with 
people and her positive energy makes her an outstanding leader as she 
oversees our front desk. Most of all, her dedication to the animals truly 
embodies the spirit of MARL, a different breed of shelter.  If you haven't 
already, stop in and say hello. She'll probably be the smiling face at the 
front desk with a cat by her side!

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.
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Cali's Story

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

Cali was brought to MARL in September of 2017. She was 
extremely underweight and her body was covered in sores, 
but what stood out most about Cali’s condition was her broken 
spirit. It was clear that her fear of people ran deep. 

Cali would not walk on a leash, she would not eat, she would 
not go outside, and she would sink to the floor in fear at even 
the smallest sound. Though the staff worked patiently with her 
every day, it was apparent that the busy shelter environment 
would not benefit her in her recovery.

Thankfully, one of MARL’s dedicated volunteers stepped in 
and took Cali into her home as a foster. It wasn’t long before 
we saw dramatic improvements. Instead of cowering in fear at 
the touch of a human, she welcomed attention and belly rubs. 
She enjoyed leisurely walks and learned that toys meant fun 
and playtime. She figured out her favorite food and quickly 
became a picky eater. In short, she started to be a dog again. 
She continued to improve in the comfort of her foster home, 

patiently awaiting the day she would find a forever family of 
her own.

Six months passed, and one day a young couple came to the 
shelter interested in adopting a dog. They weren’t quite sure 
what they were looking for, but the MARL staff listened to 
their needs and quickly suggested Cali. Within moments of 
meeting her, the couple knew she was the one. On April 20th, 
2018, Cali finally had a family of her own. She left the shelter 
no longer in fear, but ready to take on the world and her next 
great adventure.

Not only is Cali now in a loving home, but she has become 
an Instagram sensation! You can follow this sweet dog at 
@cali_the_pitbull_mi

Shelter Snapshots

Grooming can be a big task, especially with 
dogs like Zowee! At MARL, we want to help 
all of our animals feel and look their best. 
As a result, dog and cat fur is a common 
fashion accessory for our staff.

ZOWEE, ADOPTED MAY, 2017

When animals first come to MARL they 
are often nervous, like Rocco. Our staff 
helps these new friends feel comfortable, 
which sometimes means working with a 
dog on their lap all day! 

ROCCO, ADOPTED AUGUST, 2018

At the end of each day, the staff does a 
quick head count in our cage-free cat 
room. If our count comes up short, we 
always remember to check the cabinets 
and highest perches!

VERONICA, ADOPTED  
SEPTEMBER, 2018

Getting our animals ready to go to their 
forever homes is an incredibly rewarding 
moment for our staff. While we miss our 
friends, we are always happy to see them 
off to bigger and better things! 

LALA, ADOPTED MAY, 2018

Don’t you wish you had a cat or dog 
hanging out in your workplace? MARL’s 
office cat, Pepper, is always bringing a smile 
to our faces, especially on hectic days.

PEPPER, MARL OFFICE CAT

Socializing with our animals is a top priority. 
While at MARL, our animals have exercise 
time, snuggle time and, most importantly, 
quality time with people who love them. 

MARTIN, ADOPTED  
FEBRUARY, 2018

Working in the world of animal welfare can be unpredictable, challenging, rewarding, and everything in between. It’s a hard 
job, but our team of staff and volunteers are focused on providing the best care we can to as many animals as possible. 

These shelter snapshots show you what a typical (or not so typical!) day in the life at MARL looks like.
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Every spring they begin arriving at our doors. Bitty 
bundles of fluff, irresistibly adorable and tiny enough 
to fit in your palm. Sounds cute, right? The business 
of kitten season may be cute, but it requires immense 
effort, time and resources.

Oftentimes, kittens arrive at MARL without their mothers. 
Some are sick and full of fleas, and some are in immediate 
need of medical care. They may be found all alone outside, 
or brought to us by an owner with an unexpected litter.

The MARL staff and volunteers know that kittens can 
be at great risk, especially without their mother, so it 
is important to act quickly. In some cases, our care 
starts with an emergency trip to the vet. Young kittens 
require round-the-clock care that includes bottle or 
syringe feeding, bathing, close monitoring for weight 
gain or signs of distress, and lots of love and affection 
to reassure them that they’re in good hands. It can also 
include giving medication and teaching kittens how to 
eat from a bowl, which can be messy business. Some of 
these kittens have never experienced human interaction 
and they require extra socialization time to help them 
adjust to domesticated life.

The true heroes of kitten season are the foster families who 
give their time and energy to provide constant care. They 
understand how demanding this care can be, but they are 
ready to do whatever it takes to keep our tiniest and most 
fragile residents healthy and happy.  

So far in 2018 MARL has taken in 325 kittens under the 
age of six months, including 51 kittens born to pregnant 
mothers in our care. This is compared to 246 for the same 
period last year, resulting in an approximate 32% increase 
in kitten intakes thus far.

We strive to help every animal that comes to our doors, 
but we can’t do it without you. During kitten season our 
resources are especially strained by the level of care  
that kittens require. When you support MARL, you are  
helping us provide the medical care and supplies 
necessary to get these kittens healthy and adopted.

If you are interested in becoming a kitten foster, 
please contact Kim Pichler at 248-335-9290 ext. 105,  
or kpichler@marleague.org

Kitten Season: What 
exactly does it mean? 

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.
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The Gift Of Love
A gift to MARL is a thoughtful way to honor or memorialize someone you care about and make a meaningful contribution 
to the lives of the homeless cats and dogs in southeast Michigan. Listed below are gifts made in honor or in memory of a 
loved one in the amount of $20 or more. These gifts were received between March 1, 2018- August 31, 2018.

Ann Marie and Mark Gibson | Jennifer and Dan Birkett, 
Adrienne Kozlowski
MARL volunteers like the Gibson's | Jeff Calleja
Barb Westrate | Consumer Energy's fellow dispatchers
(Ms.) Barbara White | Linda and Fred Bartz
Bas Robin | Aimee LaLonde-Norman and Barbara LaLonde
Carole Besjak | George and Sandy McKinzie
Charlene Handleman | Tom Lawrence
Chris Halas | Barbara Cumming
Cindy  Howard | Becky, Jay and Lucas Levine, Ilene Rubin
Connie Sepelak | Anthony and Jodi Mollica
Daughter's birthday | Frank Millard
Denny and Debby Teasdle | Linda Cremer
Dixie | Susan Liggett
Donna Bebow | Dianne Elnicky
Dorothy Mary Jones | Paula Mrozek
Dr. Craig Hanson | Nancy Polen
Ellen Hechler | Shirlee Marshall
Emi Baum | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
(Mrs.) Esther Littmann | Carl Littmann
Frank and Jimmy | Kathleen Laufman and Doyle Horning
Fred Sepelak | Anthony and Jodi Mollica

James Williams | Jennifer Sweet
Jennifer Farber | Rosalind Zukowski and Nathan Upfal
Jonathan Benaderet | Barbara Benaderet
Joni Meahan | Colleen Batcheller, Grace Minck
Julie DeConinck | Jackie DeConinck
Kate Chidester and Ryan Droulet | Julie Roach
Kimberly  Martin | The Healy Family, Linda and Bill Smith
Kristin and Mark Mazorowicz | Linda Kahn Gale
Lenny Brisco | Lori Lutz and Greg Gamalski
Leslye Golding | Gary, Jody, Marshall and Leni Astrein
Linda and Jim Rich | JoAnn VanTassel
Lucy Wiacek | Marian Brasmer
Lyndsey K. Najor | Julie Fattore
Margi Epstein | Daniel Winer
Mark and Rose Hechler's 70th anniversary | Linda and 
Allan Kahn Gale
Mary Jo O'Donnell | Patricia O'Neill
Mary LaRose | Joan and Vass Theodoracatos
Mattie | Carol Munerance
Melissa Paruch | Sharon Selewonik
Michael Graham | Jordan Graham
Motley | Ann Davis

Nelson | Rosalie Lake
Nolan and Jen's marriage | Linda and Spencer Minns
Pat Hahn | Karolyn Tiefenbach
Patricia O'Neill | Mary Jo O'Donnell
Robbie | Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brasmer
Robin Wright | Linda Kahn Gale
Romeo | J. Arends M.D.
Rose Hechler's 90th birthday | Linda and Allan Kahn Gale
Sammi and Jordan | Shelly and Arnie Podolsky
Sandy Kondos | Nancy Harkins
Sarah Saltzman | Amie Saltzman
Scott Wasserman's and Dave Sand's Birthday | Shelley 
and Gary Golden, Karen and Scott Lewis, Robert and Lisa 
Jaffe, Karen and Jeff Cantos, Rebecca and Jay Levine, 
Lawrence Lankowsky, Alisa and Jeffrey Ambrose, Marc and 
Andi Rothenberg, Harry and Andrea Potash
Stella | Keith and Kris Ismail
Toni Psaila | Paul and Ange Stavropoulos
Victoria | Linda Kahn Gale
Wexley-Wexler | John and Nancy Smith

IN HONOR OF

Alan and Terry Gold, Peggy and Martin Clancy, Larry and 
Lorraine Asarch, Julie (Nelson) and Jan Klein, Marion 
Gross, Michael and Janice Schwartz, Ken Neuman, Jerry 
and Ira Wolfe, Peggy and Martin Clancy, Tom Costello, 
Ilene Rubin, Ellen and Mike Zehnder, Donna and Richard 
Weiss, Linda and Eric Novak, Barbara Rom and Ron Davis, 
Jenny Heinrich, Carol Scheuer, Cheryl LaKritz, Pam, 
Tiffany and Lee (Your GPJ Family), Your Friends at Bank 
Rifkin, Laila Azzouz, Edward and Laurie Pappas, Julie and 
Randy Secontine, Martha and Jerry Siefman, Lisa and Scott 
Wasserman, Jessica Woll, Morris and MaryAnn Shapiro, 
Ely and Andrea Tama, Sheila and Angelo Graziano, Fried, 
Saperstein, Abbatt, PC - Harold, Mel, Jeff and Layne, Linda 
and Harold Friedman, Becky and Gary Sakwa, Jim and 
Janet Blanchard,  Frank Torre and Mark Davis, & Signal 
Restoration Services, Becky and Jay Levine, Jules and 
Barbara Olsman
Fred Syerson | Donna and Shawn McWilliams, Onnie 
Sweet, Shirley Wolven, Don and Tammy LaBelle, Mr. and 
Mrs. Doug Doty, Mark  and Chistine Taber, Jenn, Laurie 
and Shelia
Garnet, AKA Shredder AKA Bubsy | Heather Kelch
Gary Plank and Batman | Emilie Plank
George Liegghio | Lynda Navarre
GG Seavitt | Nina DeLorenzo
Ginger | Advanced Pet Sitting Service
Gizmo | Robert and Mary Lou Labe
Gizmo Porter | Bob and Andi Beagle, Larry, Kendra and 
Renee Porter
Grace Sassaman | Joe Kozo, Karyn Kozo and Jim Parker
Gracie Berman | The Weckstein Family
Hannah Buchan | Gene and Mary Buchan
Happy | Linda and Allan Kahn Gale, Lenore Katz
Helen J. Alsys | Brian Hughes
Henry | Kate Elton
Hotshot, Amber and Rainbow | Joyce Entrekin
Howard Schlafer | Ann Weber
Hulk | Linda Kahn Gale
Jackson Lipsitt | Kristen Fox
James and Anna Hersh | Sharon and Tom Hawksworth
James Hanoute | Jennifer and Tommie Thomas, Nancy 
Almas, William and Debra Johnson, A. June Klinert, Corey 
and Angela Almas, Christian Mills, Michael Johnson, 
Rick and Marsha Fessler, Matthew Locricchio and Richard 
Farley, Chris and Elaine Hellyar
Jamey | Judy Craighead
Janet Graham | Ashley Graham
Janet Ruth Taylor | Deborah Tosch, Ruth Bradburn, Mary 
Spoor, Margo Scott, Marlene Calderwood
Jeeter Rottman | Judy and Arnie Goldman, Nancy & Jeff, 
Debi & Steve, Rhonda & Mike and Nina & Jeff
Joey Lawson | Thomas and Beth Lawson
"Joey" Wiacek | Marian Brasmer
John "J.D." Miller | Henry and Beth Storm, Dorothy 
Kinnunen, Shirley Robertson
John Gibson | Nadine Scodellaro
Joseph Bezemek | The Karbal's
Josh | Jan Herkowitz
Joshua Hurwitz | Mark and Susan Koehl
Joshy | Linda and Marty Weitz
Judie Sherman | Gina, Steven and Zachary Petrak
Judith Ann "Judy" Sherman | Rita and Joe Donovan
Judy Hirt | Daniel Hirt
Judy Kay Rhoads (and Tanner) | Marianne Murray, 
Jim and Jan Hall, Paula Talarico, Marlene DeBrosse, 
Anonymous, Robert and Sherry Link, Tom Wietchy, 
Deborah Cox, Kenneth and Angela Kadowaki, Dave and 
Debbie Hajski, Marlene Jobe, Richard Almond, Joan 
Cashman, Brenda Reel, Kenneth and Hazel Beres, Kenneth 
and Hazel Beres, David and Paula Rengel, Debra Valot, 
Kathy Boylan, Gary Rhoads, Walter  and Judith Kozlowski, 
Debra Gravish, Joe and Angela Rhoads
Justin Peltier | Judith Peltier
Kaila Fine Gluck | Allan, Pauline, Josh and Emily  Linden
Katana | Shirley Wolven
Kathleen (Kathy) Ann Stefanik | NY Green Bank, Joan 

and Joe McSweeny and Family, Linda Labroff, Molina Co-
Workers, Cathy McCartin
Kathy Berman | Lisa and Kenny Fox, Julie Black
Kealiah 1995-2018 | Noel Nevshehir
Kevin "the cat" Goings | Five anonymous families donated 
in memory of Kevin
Kim Maneli | Karl Lipson
Kit Kat Dembs | Jan Weiss Dembs
Koda Biehl | Nicole Biehl
Kodi and Shiloh | Lorri Zimmerman
Koko Wells | Jenny Racette
Kyle and John Kraft's mom | Steve and Cheryl
Kylee Kohlenberg | Cheryl and Sheldon Kane
Lady Hayes and Spot Mersino | Vicki Mersino
Lana | Libby Plank
Larry Nash | Sharon Pachal
Lavonne Huels | Carol Crews
LeRoy | Susan J. Smith
"Lexus" Mallast | Laney Mallast
Lil' Mama | Linda Kahn Gale
Lillian Colosimo | Kathie Travnikar
Lily Hersh | Sharon and Tom Hawksworth, Larry Hersh
Lisa Romano | Linda Romano
Lissie and Snickers | Jack and Myrna Orava
Lois Hamburger | Jaynie Craig
Louis (Skip) F. Meier | David Hagelstein
Luca | Laurie Weinberger
Lucilla “Lucy” Kirby | Jay and Barbara Guttman, Suzanne 
Meloche and Jason Turner, Kevin and Shelley Hogle, 
Dennis and Nancy Larrow, Molly Celestini, Mr. and Mrs. RJ 
Contor, Rob and Lynnette Wheatcroft
Lucille Bernadette Boiczuk | Pamela Kwiatkowski
Lucky | Carolyn and Frank Bagnasco
Lucy | Naomi Starr
Lucy Mazorowicz | The Sopfe Family, Linda Kahn Gale, 
Marilyn Brozovic, Carol Coles, Debra Garofalo, Michele 
Smith, Mark and Kristin Mazorowicz
Lucy Whipple | Dorothy and John Whipple
Luna | Nancy and Mike Murphy
Maddie | Mary Plank Keller
Maddie | Nancy Polen
Maggie Singer | Shelley and Lenny Hutton
Maizy | Ali, Andrew, and Wyatt Weitz
Marcia F. Buck | Ronald Buck
Marcy Meisner | James Meisner
Margaret E. Anderson | Jeff Anderson
Marley | JoAnn Marsh
Marmalade | Christina Wolf
Marti Rice | Teresa McMahon
Mary L. Coates, Buster, Dozer and Willy | Diane Kaunelis
Marylou Fedosky | Robert Fedosky
Mavinn | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Maxi, Sami, and Chilli | Joanne Kulka
Mazel the Cat | Barbara Scherr
Merle Harris | Jayne Craig
Mev | David and Esther Littmann
Mia | Janet Wood
Michael Caponi | George and Sandra McKinzie
Mickey | Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox
Mike Rosenblum | John and Ilene Heppner
Mike Stefanski | Rob Radtke
Milo | Brenda and Fred Stern
Mojo and Murphee | Marcy Gargulinski
Molly | The McCaghy Family
Molly and Jake | Mom and Dad (Jill Goldstein)
Molly and Mr. Baby | Linda Knight
Nash Dumbleton | Fred and Sharon Schultz
Noah | Mr. and Mrs. Ibrahim Kaddouh
Obed | Laurel and James Brehler
Oliver | Brenda and Fred Stern
Oreo Nido | Hess and Darlene Bates
Pam Porteous | Diane O'Connell
Pamela Lester | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Pamela Shreve Hart | Dave and Barb Cook
Pat Hann and Tiffany | Judith Jambor
Patricia Lyons | Larry Lyons

Paul Canvasser's dog | Dr. Sandra Lyness
Paulette Cushnier's mother | Marge, Chris, Barb, Debbie, 
Sally, Kate and Erika
Pauline | Susan DeFilippo
Peggy Bridges | Michael and Shelley Buchanan
Penny | Matthew Wyatt
Peppi Cornelius | David and Susan Montgomery
Phyllis Wright | Lisa Wright
Polka | Joanee and Stephen Hurwitz
Princess | David and Esther Littmann
Pyewacket | Patricia and Gerald Powierski
Queenie | Sandra Ettinger
Ralph Crocker | Beverly Colwander
Rat Kitty | Mary Dean
Richard Harris | Carol and Doug Wyman
Richard Jacques | Linda Kahn Gale
Riley | Judy Bryce
Rio Livengood | Jessie Goergen
Roxy | Janelle Konstam and Stuart Teger
Ruby Fox | Steve and Beth Swartz, Dennis, Olivia and Sadie 
Ross, Linda Pedell, David and Fran Grossman
Rufus Adams | Jeff and Nancy Adams
Ryan | Linda Kahn Gale
Sacha Toussaint | David and Deena Fishman
Sadie Weller | Nancy Hearold
Sally | Carolyn and Frank Bagnasco
Sammy | Linda and Allan Kahn Gale
Sarah Clock | Barbara Bachman
Shellye Korash | Becky and Gary Sakwa
Simba | Ron and Janet Strote
Sivia Eilendor | Eunice Galperin
Sky | Linda Kahn Gale
Smudge Fayne | Carol Leblanc, Margaret Keefer
Sonny Simon | Nancy Simon
Sparty | Kristina and Margaret
Squeak | Elizabeth King
Stewie Ostroff | The Charnas and Katzen Families
Stoney | Earl and Pauline Stone
Sue Cahn | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale, Larry and  
Linda Folkoff
Sylvia Eston | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Tallon Schulz | Karen Pridmore
Terri Trionfi Smith | The Dimond and Holderness Families
The kitties that have crossed the rainbow bridge | 
Linda Kahn Gale
Tiger | Julie and Jan Klein
Tiger, Blue Eyes, Mittens (AKA Clint) Orange Ruffy and 
Christina Gray | Mark  Shuttleworth
Tommy Leff | Carol and Sanford Vieder
Toni A. Lobert | Laurie Horn
Tracy Dunkel | Cheryl and Joe Magalski, James Dunkel, 
Martha Chilcott, Rhonda Hacker
Trauma and Cashew | Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Lengyel
Troy and Tory | Penny Castle
Tucker | Roger and Dottie Barnett
Tyson | Cathy Wellie, Julie, Billy and Brian, Susan Cassels 
Kamin, Cheryl and Ronald Kerwin
Uri | Ron and Janet Strote
Valerie Epstein Schanes | Lori Karbal
Verna Coleman | O'Donnell Brothers
Wayne Johnson | Suzann Hutchinson
Will Goedtel | Lynn Maison
Yvonne Chapman | Connie and Hal Schwartz, Gary and 
Denise Rosenthal, Inez and Robert Hecht, Sue and Gordy 
Leff, Lisa and Scott Wasserman, Cheryl and Larry, Annise 
and Jeff, Marlene and Bryan and all the kids, Debbie and 
Steven Weston
Zeke | Harold and Sandra Stewart, Laura McClain
Zoe | Phil and Dee Bartolone
Zoey | Marie B. Goedtel
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IN MEMORY OF
Abbie Lynn | Melissa Aughenbaugh
Abby | Janice and Al Mosesso
Adam Chase | Doris  Chase
Ainar Ayala | Sue Hutchinson
Alan Trompeter | Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Levin
Andrew Rowinski | Lorrie Jaquays, The Alba Family
Angel Rose | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Angel Valdez | Cande Valdez
Angie DeWitte | Karen Pridmore
Angus | Linda Kahn Gale
Anna M. Hersh | David Hersh, Larry Hersh, Jeffrey Hersh 
and Sharon Hawksworth
Arthur Freeman, DVM | Eula Hoover
Arthur Kassin | Richard Pope
Ashley Hersh | Sharon and Tom Hawksworth, Larry Hersh
Baby Boy Kitty McDaniels | Robert and Cathy Hawley
Barbara Puckett | Kevin McMahon
Beeker | Lauren Davenport
Bella | Auntie Linda and Uncle Allan
Bella | Ali, Andrew, Wyatt, Lolita, Simone and Reiss Weitz
Bella | Rob Sweeney
Bella Weber | Michele Bowen
Benny | Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox
Betty Ann Allen | Sandra Bloom
Beulah Kandt | Larry and Carlene Gaiser
Blacky | Mary Chamblin
Blizzard | Nancy Cross
Bogie | Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox
Boone | The Wasserman Family

Brinkley | Auntie Sushi and Uncle Blair
Bucho | The Efros Family
Cali | David and Trena Van Hosser
Calleen Berndt | Richard Berndt
Carl Kaltwasser | Cindy Wilson, American Society of 
Clinical Investigation
Carmen | Art and Bev Tack
Charlie Lussenden | Kendra Porter, Jessie Lussenden
Cheerios | Dr. Nelson Hersh
Cheryl Ann Lucier | Linda Fox
Chestnut | Linda Kahn Gale
Chloe | Marcy Gargulinski
Cinnamon | Susan and Blair Kamin
Coco Popovich | Solange and Norman Messelian
Coco Rubin | Susan and Blair Kamin
Cody | Lorelei Boyd
Colby Charnas | Jayme Donagrandi
Cooper | Evelyn and Ken Scheider
Cooper  Johnson | Paula D'Ambrosio
Cosmo | Linda and Marty Weitz
Craig Gutowski | Barbara (Tracz) Weiss, Sandra Maxwell, 
Jeff and Tonja Pearce
Daisy | Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox
Dana Renee Zararzian | Kathryn Aulgur
Dana Zaratzian | Craig Weier
Dancer | Harvey and Margaret McLand
Darcey | Martha and Jerry Siefman
Debbie Barton | Diane Cannon
Debby Tongel | George and Sandra McKinzie

Debra Ann Woodall | Oakland County Water Resources
Dessi Portney | Shelley and Lenny Hutton
Dick Ellis | Clarkston Area Optimist Club
Dorothy M. Jones | Friends at Amrock Legal Team, Etta 
Feltes, Susan Jones, Tim Jones and Sue Brown Family, 
Terence Jones and Mary Clancy Family, Jude Jones and 
Bruce Hornby Family, Judith Latimer Family, Christine 
and Larry Pershon Family
Duke | Susan and Blair Kamin
Dutch O’Donnell | The Walkers
Dylan Zaborski | Sylvia Chetcuti
Elaine Lee | Karen and Dick Blacklaw
Elizabeth and Michael Mosuk | Elizabeth Mosuk Living 
Trust and Patricia Gertsakis
Emma Dettling | Nancy Riddle
Epiphany, Kiva, Jordie and Belle | Mary Szymula
Felix | Mom, Pam,  Meg and  Jason
Frances Roberts | Susan Davenport
Franklin | Jody Astrein
Fred and Lois Howard | Beth Rich, Rachel Mix and Jay, 
Bonnie J. Mix, Vicki and Victor Iagnemma
Fred  Howard | Suzy and Marty Gross, Gina and Arthur 
Horwitz, Barbara Bressler, Jeff and Beth Davidson, Rita 
Yaldo, Pearl Dubin, Mr. Robert Canvasser and Mark and 
Marla Canvasser, Suzanne Schatz and Dr. Irving Friedman, 
Robin and Mike Moscow, Lori and Michael Wayne, 
Stephanie and Sammie Goldberg, Kayla and Rob Stein, 
Susan Yorke, Dr. Norman and Harriet Rotter, Caren and 
Ken Manko, Ron and Susan Hodess, Jody and Mat Marks, 
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2018 Holiday Giving Guide
There are countless ways to make a difference during the holiday season! Check out these ideas, or come 
up with your own concept for a third-party event or fundraiser. The possibilities are endless!

THE PERFECT GIFT
Trying to figure out the perfect gift for that special someone? Honor them with a donation to a shelter dog 
or cat in their name! Starting in November, you can visit marleague.org and make a donation to a specific 
dog or cat at MARL. You can choose to help an animal in your own name, or as a gift to someone else. You 
will even have the option to print and mail a photo of the dog or cat to your recipient. Skip the chaos of 
shopping and visit marleague.org for everyone on your list!

YOUR HOLIDAY GATHERINGS  
CAN HELP ANIMALS!
When you host your friends and family this season, ask 
your guests to hold the hostess gifts and request that 
they bring a donation or supplies for MARL instead.  
Helping dogs and cats will make your festivities twice 
as special!

SHOP THE MARL WISH LIST  
ON AMAZON
Send a gift to the dogs and cats of MARL! Now, you 
can also quickly order and ship the gift of much needed 
supplies to the dogs and cats at MARL. Login to your 
Amazon account, click on Your Lists and search for 
Michigan Animal Rescue League under Your Friends. 
Select an item (or a few) to add to your cart and send it 
off to your furry friends at the shelter. 

For more tips on holiday giving or help with hosting a 
party, contact Carin at cjones@marleague.org

SUPPORT MARL’S HOLIDAY  
WISH LIST DRIVE
Throughout the holiday season, dozens of local 
businesses host holiday donation displays. These 
convenient giving stations make it easy to spread 
some holiday cheer to the dogs and cats at MARL. 
Grab an extra toy to toss in the donation box while 
you’re out shopping for your pup, or choose a kitten 
from the assorted envelopes in a tabletop display and 
mail your monetary gift to the shelter. It’s that easy! 
Visit our website at marleague.org for a full list of 
donation locations. If you are interested in hosting a 
display at your office or business, contact Carin Jones 
at cjones@marleague.org or 231-445-1442. This is a 
fun way to make your office holiday party special too!
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The Michigan Animal Rescue League’s Yappy Hour 
is the only cocktail party in Metro Detroit where 
your dog is welcome… and this year’s celebration was 
bigger and better than ever! The garden party themed 
event welcomed hundreds of guests with their canine 
companions to the beautiful Rock Garden at Meadow 
Brook Hall, and celebrated our 65 years of growth, 
renewal and strong roots in the community. 

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and guests, 
the 9th Annual Yappy Hour was an incredible success. 
Together, we were able to raise over $185,000 to benefit 
homeless dogs and cats in our community.

The event featured delicious food, an incredible silent 
auction, red carpet photos by Independent Expressions, 
gourmet dog treats complements of The Urban Dog, and 
lots of charming four-legged guests! 

MARL would like to thank the Yappy Hour Co-Chairs, 
Cara Krupa and Beth Davidson, for all their hard work in 
putting together this phenomenal event.

SAVE THE DATE  
The 10th Annual Yappy Hour will be held June 6, 2019 
at Meadow Brook Hall. Plans are already underway. If 
you are interested in helping with the 2019 Yappy Hour, 
please contact Carin Jones at cjones@marleague.org.
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•  
2018  yappy hour

 •
2018 host 

committee
Jody* and Gary Astrein

Betsy Barnes
Tracie Berry

Hon. James & Janet Blanchard
Lauren Bojanowski
Luanne Broecker*
Ann Marie Gibson

Beth Hall
Jenny Heinrich*
Connie Hogan

Dan Kelly*
Kelly Lawrence

Deanna Malczewski
Christine & Carlos Mazzorin
Yvonne Fisher McCready*

Jana* & Josh McNair
Susan Murphy

Laurie Muschong
Lois Paquin-Hoffiz

Molly Phillips*
Samantha Phillips

Tara Stevenson
Jep & Michelle Street

Patricia & Ronald Verduin
Stacey Walker

Kimberly* & Kenneth Whipple
Ann Wiacek

Lauren Willette Strzempek
Robin Wright*

Lori Yankel

*Member of the 2018 MARL Board of Directors

co-chairs
Cara Krupa

Beth Davidson

canine co-chairs
Sugar Krupa

Stretch Krupa
Connor Davidson

honorary co-chairs
Hon. Barry and Cindy Howard

2018 sponsors
gold Grand Champion

grand champion

top dog
Anonymous MARL Friend

loyal friend
Sandy and Keith Kondos

Team Cat

best buddy
A. Alfred Taubman Foundation

Bank of Ann Arbor
Becky & Gary Sakwa

Christine & Carlos Mazzorin
Dennis & Tina Mirku

Kimberly & Kenneth Whipple
Law Offices of Barry L. Howard, P.C.

Margaret Bashur
Susan & Tim Lucken

good dog
Advanced Animal Chiropractic

Animal Emergency Center
Ann Wiacek

Barry-Bashur Foundation
Betsy Barnes

Brian L. Howard, Stage Equity  
Partners, LLC

Dubin Cleaners and Laundry
Harold G Schaevitz Industries

Honorable Jim & Janet Blanchard
Jody & Gary Astrein

Karen Minkin
M.J & Jay Wright

Mike Clawson & John April
Nancy & Jim Grosfeld

Pawsitive Steps Rehabilitation and 
Therapy for Pets

Performance Packaging, Inc.
Premier Pet Supply

Tama, Budaj & Raab, P.C., CPAs
Terry Kinchsular & Rick Hamann

Winston & Winifred Duncan
Yvonne Fisher McCready

party animal
Anonymous MARL friends

Beth & Jeff Davidson
Birmingham Dog Obedience School, Inc.

Budget Blinds of Lake Orion
East Street Pilates

Edward Eickhoff & Michael Hisala
FIGO Rochester

Lee & Jim Fabiano
Mark & Amy Accettura

Omaha Automation, Inc.
Rodney & Laverne Hagenbuch

Ron & Patricia Verduin
Sigma Investment Counselors

Steve’s Deli
The Urban Dog

special thanks
Love & Buttercream

For information about 2019 sponsorship 
opportunities, contact Carin at  

cjones@marleague.org or 231-445-1442.

Sam and Ruby D. Caplan

Jennifer and Jeffrey Farber
(Dogs: Trace & Petrus Farber)



THESE GENEROUS KIDS COLLECTED 
DONATIONS IN LIEU OF BIRTHDAY GIFTS:  
Maggie Ustick (1st Birthday)

Brooke Magill

Ainsley Klomp (10th Birthday)

Madigan Gramer (7th Birthday)

Gabby Cabrera (7th Birthday)

Mia Lipscomb (10th Birthday)

THESE GENEROUS SCHOOLS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS DONATED THROUGH 
THEIR OWN FUNDRAISING EVENTS:  
The Kindness Club of Rochester donated food & supplies from our 
wish list

Andersonville Elementary raised $261 (and dog treats) by selling 
homemade bookmarks

West Bloomfield High School Student Leadership donated $129 
from an after-school Coffee House

Aiden Mehta at Notre Dame Prep donated handmade dog toys

Cranbrook Kingswood Girls Middle School donated food and 
supplies collected for their annual Dog Show

Girls On The Run at Keith Elementary sold popsicles and donated 
$320 to the MARL animals

Women of Good Samaritan Lutheran Church donated 400 pounds 
of dog food, treats and much needed supplies

Girl Scout Troop 71002 is heading off to Middle School this fall and 
decided their last act as a troop was to donate $454 to the MARL animals

Kilgour Scottish Centre/St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit donated an 
SUV loaded w/ food, treats & litter

Li’l Nell’s has been in business for 20 years and celebrated by 
raising $700 for MARL

Noodles and Co. and Panda Express, both in Rochester, donated $474 
and $451, respectfully, to MARL through dine-in-for-a-cause programs

Ramco Gershenson Inc. raised $595 through their Dress Casual for 
a Cause day

Seco Tools and MJR Theatre held company wide events to benefit 
local charities, including MARL

North Oakland County Board of Realtors donated $1,000 to MARL 
from the annual golf fundraiser

Vera Bradley (12 Oaks) held an in-store event this spring, $297 was 
raised for MARL

MORE GENEROUS KIDS DOING GOOD 
IN THEIR COMMUNITY:  
Isabella Hicks, age 8, saved her change to donate to the MARL cats

Ethan Shargabian donated handmade blankets & toys for his Eagle 
Scout project

Dean Kyriakopoulos collected food and supplies for his 6th grade 
project

Riley Detter donated $56 from her lemonade stands this summer

Molly, Caleb, and Hailey Halstrom and Ella and Aurie Grubb saved 
and donated $108 to the MARL animals

Ari Hersh donated $62, supplies & food for his Middle School Project

Alice, Emma & Joey Max donated $165 from their lemonade stand

Maia Ostroff and Jordyn Grand donated toys, food, treats and 
supplies from their Bat Mitzvah projects
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Lucky's Story

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
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Thank You

On May 22, The Waterford Regional Fire Department 
responded to a call about a small kitten stuck in an air 
conditioning unit. The kitten had wedged itself into a tiny 
hole and somehow gotten her ear stuck under a piece of 
metal. The crew tried several tools and tactics to free the 
kitten, including the Jaws of Life. 

After an hour-long rescue effort, the crew pulled the kitten 
to safety and reached out to MARL for help. “The kitten 
was scared and in shock when it arrived, but  thanks to our 
medical staff, she made a full recovery,” said Kim Pichler, 
Cat Care Coordinator at MARL. “She was about 8 weeks 
old and in need of medical care, good nutrition and 
lots of love and affection. That’s what we do best here at 
MARL,” Pichler added.

As the firefighters handed the kitten over to the MARL 
medical staff they agreed that Lucky would be a great 
name for this tiny girl.

Lucky had several baths to remove the oil that had soaked 
her fur, and spent the rest of her time wrapped in warm 
blankets and the arms of MARL staff.    

“MARL provides care to over 1,200 animals a year and 
we are constantly faced with situations of cruelty and 
neglect,” said Magee Humes, MARL Executive Director.  
“We are extremely thankful to the Waterford Regional 
Fire Department for their heroic and compassionate 
actions.  The fate of this kitten would not have looked 
good without their life-saving efforts,” Humes added.

We are happy to report that Lucky was officially adopted 
in June 2018. She is loving life in her forever home and 
quickly became best friends with her new cat sister, MARL 
alum Opal!

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.
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If you have a Traditional IRA, the IRS requires you 
to take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
each year beginning at 70 ½ years of age. This is 
typically taxable income and you don’t always need 
or or want to pay taxes on. So what can you do with 
it? You can choose to have your RMD transferred 
to MARL and avoid paying taxes on this required 
distribution. The full amount can be donated, or an 
assigned amount/percentage. 

Not 70½ years old yet or don’t have a traditional 
IRA? No problem! You can donate your appreciated 
stocks and/or mutual funds to MARL. When you sell 
appreciated investments you pay a capital gains tax, 
BUT if you donate that same stock or mutual fund to 
MARL, there is no tax to you! If you itemized on your 
tax return, there is the bonus of a charitable deduction! 

With a simple call to the shelter, (248) 335-9290, 
Ext. 107, you or your financial advisor can obtain all 
the information needed to make this special gift to 
the dogs and cats.

MARL GREATLY APPRECIATES 
YOUR SUPPORT IN ALL THE WAYS 
YOU SHOW IT!

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

Save Lives AND Save on Your Taxes? 


