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WISH LIST  
AND NEEDS

Wet dog food | all brands
 Wet cat food | all brands

 Dry cat food | Purina Cat Chow (green or blue bag) 
Dry dog food | Purina One SmartBlend (red bag) 

Cat toys | all types
 Clorox disinfecting wipes

 HE laundry detergent
 Bleach

Paper towels
 Clay clumping cat litter

Gently used or new harnesses, leashes and collars | all sizes 
Dog toys and chews | all types

Copy paper
HP Ink | 952 Black/Color and 950 Black/951 Color

MARL’s wish list is now online! Visit www.amazon.com  
to send much-needed items directly to our shelter. 

ABOUT MARL
The Michigan Animal Rescue League (MARL) is one of 

southeast Michigan’s most established shelters, serving the 
animals and community since 1953.

MARL is a private, 501(c)(3) organization and our work is 
supported solely by private contributions, which are  

tax-deductible. Federal Tax ID: 38-1557622

CONTACT
790 Featherstone | Pontiac, MI 48342

P: 248.335.9290 | F: 248.335.0261 | E: info@marleague.org

www.marleague.org

Visiting Hours:  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday | 12-5 PM  

Open Late Thursdays | 12-7 PM 

MARL BOARD
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LET'S GET SOCIAL!
Be sure to LIKE the Michigan Animal Rescue League 
Facebook page for the latest shelter news and updates, 

including adoptable animals, recent adoptions, upcoming 
events and more!

Can’t get enough of our adorable, adoptable cats and 
dogs? Follow @mar_league on Instagram!

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

Letter From  
The Executive Director

Spring is always an exciting time of year, but this particular year there’s extra-special energy 
in the air at MARL. Adoptions continue to increase, we are caring for a record number of 
dogs and cats, our incredible volunteers continue to log more and more hours changing the 
lives of the dogs and cats in our care . . . and two huge moments lie just ahead of us.  

We are beyond excited about our rapidly-approaching 10th annual Yappy Hour on June 
6th! It will be MARL's biggest event ever, and with more of everything you love about 
Yappy Hour it is poised to also be our most successful fundraiser ever! 

But what is going to make the 10th annual Yappy Hour even more special is the unveiling of the biggest initiative 
in MARL's history. As our faithful, long-time friends know, we have been operating in our current building for over 
65 years. Due to the aging of the facility we struggle constantly with structural, operational and space challenges. 
So we are thrilled to announce that at the 2019 Yappy Hour we will be launching MARL’s first-ever Comprehensive 
Campaign: HOME. HEART. FUREVER. This Campaign is a pivotal moment in MARL's history - one that will not 
only enable us to build a new home for MARL, but will allow us to elevate our level and impact of care, expand 
our programs, and ensure that we will be here saving lives well into the future. 

The Campaign’s launch at Yappy Hour is only the beginning, so stay tuned for exciting news and updates!  

LET’S BUILD THIS TOGETHER! 
- Magee Humes

MEET ONE OF OUR 
SHELTER MANAGERS

If you have been to the shelter lately 
you have probably seen Kathleen 
working with our dogs. Kathleen's 
role as shelter manager includes 
a focus on dog care, enrichment, 
and training. In her previous role 
as Dog Care Coordinator, Kathleen 
elevated MARL's dog socialization 

program, focusing on specialized training and enrichment to suit 
each individual dog's needs. Not only does Kathleen spend a lot of 
time with our dogs, but she provides guidance to staff, volunteers, 
and adopters as well. Kathleen manages the overall well-being of all 
of the dogs in our care, which is no small task considering that the 
number of dogs we care for and adopt into great homes is always 
increasing! We think our dogs are very lucky to have Kathleen 
looking out for them!

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.
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Oliver's Story
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A different breed of shelter.

Oliver came to us in November, 2018. He was a very sad, shut-
down kitty who wouldn’t even lift up his head to look at us. 
Here is his story.

Oliver’s owner left him with a friend to watch, saying they 
intended to come back for him. When it became clear that 
the owner wasn't returning, the friend decided to put Oliver 
in a small pet carrier and just keep him in there. The carrier 
was placed in a dark basement, and Oliver was never let 
out or shown affection. He didn’t have a litterbox, so he 
just relieved himself where he was laying. Food was only 
occasionally thrown into the carrier.

Fortunately, a kind person became aware of Oliver’s situation 
and intervened. Oliver was brought to us to begin his road to 

healing. At first he just laid still in his cage and interacted with 
no one. He kept his head down, relieved himself in his bed, and 
seemed to have given up on life.

Here at MARL we know just what to do with animals like 
Oliver. Through gentle affection, patience, lots of love and 
great medical care, Oliver gradually began to come around. 
We cheered when he first looked us in the eye. We were 
thrilled when he began using his litter box and eating well. 
Soon Oliver was exploring his new surroundings, learning to 
play, and letting us shower him with affection. Thanks to our 
staff and fabulous volunteers, Oliver’s true personality came 
shining through and he landed himself the ultimate prize – a 
loving, forever home!

Shelter Snapshots

Hundreds of kittens under the age of 6 
months come through our doors in the 
spring and summer, often requiring lots of 
TLC from our staff and volunteers. During 
the peak of kitten season, you can almost 
always spot a staff member cuddling an 
armful of fluffy, adorable kittens!

We receive updates daily from our 
alumni via email and social media. 
Nothing brightens our day more than 
knowing our friends are enjoying life in 
their new homes. Occasionally, we even 
get a visit from a familiar face!

Capturing portraits of our four-legged 
friends is no easy task! Even after using all 
the tricks up their sleeves, more often than 
not our photography staff still ends up with 
a handful of bloopers on their camera roll.

Time spent with an animal is always time 
well spent! While our office staff and medical 
team are often busy focusing on other areas 
of animal care, they are always sure to take 
some time out of each day to spend quality 
one-on-one time with an animal in need.

When dogs come to MARL frightened or 
nervous, we often invite them in to our 
office. They receive attention all day long 
from our office staff, helping to build their 
confidence and become more relaxed 
around people.

Socializing with our animals is a top priority. 
MARL’s real life room is great for showing 
dogs to potential adopters, but when it is not 
in use you will often find a dog playing with 
toys, snuggling with staff, or enjoying an 
afternoon snooze on the couch.

Working in the world of animal welfare can be unpredictable, challenging, rewarding, and everything in between. It’s a hard 
job, but our team of staff and volunteers are focused on providing the best care we can to as many animals as possible. 

These shelter snapshots show you what a typical (or not so typical!) day in the life at MARL looks like.
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It was an extra sweet Valentine’s Day for 91 small dogs who found themselves flying across the country in search of new 
homes. These dogs, mostly Chihuahuas and Chihuahua mixes, were flown to Michigan from an overcrowded shelter 
in California where they were at a high risk to be euthanized. MARL joined a team of Michigan rescue groups who agreed 
to take in these dogs, and quickly made space for 18 new pint-sized residents to join our family.

These California pups were transported by a nonprofit group called Wings of Rescue in partnership with GreaterGood.org. 
After a six-hour flight, they were greeted with unfamiliar snowy skies at an airport in Ypsilanti, Michigan, where four 
local animal welfare groups, including MARL, were eagerly awaiting their arrival.

Each dog was quickly unloaded, checked over, and cleaned up by volunteers and staff from the four rescue groups, 
and then placed into each group's vehicle for the drive home.  Eighteen lucky new "MARL dogs" were welcomed to 
our shelter with hugs, warm beds, and full bowls of food.  Although it had been a long and stressful journey, tails were 
wagging and happy barks were heard all around.

Within a few short weeks, most of the California transfers were ready for adoption, and it wasn’t long before they were 
flying out our door. People who had heard of the harrowing story of the famous “California Chihuahuas” rushed to the 
shelter, ready to give them a second chance at life. MARL, in the business of second chances, was happy to provide them 
the opportunity to do so.

The California 
Chihuahuas

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
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A different breed of shelter.
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JET  
(Previously, Jax)  
Adopted 2.23.19

SHADOW  
(Previously, Valentina) 

Adopted 3.22.19

LITTLE DUDE  
(Previously, Cupid) 

Adopted 2.28.19

FRESNO  
(Previously, Mike) 

Adopted 3.2.19

TITO  
(Previously, Mikey) 

Adopted 2.26.19



The Gift Of Love
A gift to MARL is a thoughtful way to honor or memorialize someone you care about and make a meaningful contribution 
to the lives of the homeless cats and dogs in southeast Michigan. Listed below are gifts made in honor or in memory of a 
loved one in the amount of $20 or more. These gifts were received between September 1, 2018 – February 28, 2019.

Addie | Holly Feeney
All the Rescuers | Mary Dolikian
Anita Satkiewicz | Lisa, Daryn, Flash and Koda Smith
Ann Marie and Mark Gibson | Jennifer Birkett
Anthony Marselese | Stephanie Bergeron
Barb Derian and Ralph Volk | Robin Elkus
Barn-Barn | Linda D'Orazio
Becky Levine | Steve and Debbie Weston, Cindy, Barry, Samuel, 
Miss Peacock & Big Joe Howard
Bella Weber | Jeanna Smith
Bert | Christine Kartush
Beth and Jeff Davidson | Aimee Lanciault, Adrienne and Ian 
Davidson, A. Alfred Taubman Foundation
Betsy Barnes | Bob, Maryann, Maddy, Chris and Bridget
Bob and Patti Kohnert | Marilyn Kohnert
Bob Tyler | Eric Archibald
Brynn Sucher | Kathie Travnikar
Charlotte Budd | Alex Fraser
Cheryl Wilson | Susan Field
Choco and Red | John Almstadt
Chris Halas | Barbara Cumming
Cindy and Barry Howard | Ilene Rubin, Sheila and Angelo 
Graziano
Clicquot | Brian Hughes
Club Pet Too | Cindy, Barry, Samuel, Miss Peacock &  
Big Joe Howard
Colleen Neal | Bruce Wolffis
Cookie | Dianne Racz
Cookie | Linda Gorback
Danielle Blevins | The Herndon's
Dave Sand | Alisa and Jeffrey Ambrose
Denali | Sarah Vano
Dexter | Harvey and Margaret McLand
Dick and Joan Hall | Richard Hall, Rick Hall, Karen Hall, Julie 
Kukudada and Brad Hall
Donna and Joseph Smolinski | Stonebridge Kitchen and Bath
Dr. Lowell Paul | Daniel Rosenberg
Dreamy, Daphne and Gatsby | Mr. and Mrs. Ari Kirsch
Elizabeth Ayotte | Amie Marshall, Maddie and Amie
Emma | Nadine Scodellaro and Daryl Slowinski
Eric and Rosie Weston | Steve and Debbie Weston
Ernie Alix | Mr. and Mrs. Walter Alix
Ernie the Papillion | Heather Lengyel
Fr. Luke Krotkiewicz | Judith Watson
Francine | Lauren Brodzik
Frankie, Joey and Bella Hayduk | Steve and Debbie Weston
Fudge | Alan Thayer
Gabby | Ann Cramer

Glenn Rader | Megan Campbell
Guinness, On behalf of Janice Walker | David Woloviec
Howard Fingeroot and Kimm Small | Becky and Gary Sakwa
Minnie | Mr. and Mrs. Victor Jose
Ivey, Pepper, Bunny, Abbey and Promise | Janice Wright
Izzy | Kathy Buko
Jake's adoption | Linda Kahn Gale
Jan Abramowitz | Jo DeLorenzo
Java | Barb Jaschuk
Jeremy Dafoe and Tim Simpson | Candy Cruz
Jim Schleicher | Tom and Stephanie Schleicher
Joan Friedenberg | Barbara and Steven Scherr
Jody Astrein | Samuel, Miss Peacock and Big Joe, Stephanie 
Bergeron
Joey Agree | Alexandra and Andrew Weitz
John Cape | Sally Cape-Beadle
John Smith | Dana Collens Combest
Jordan Leff | Buddy, Terry and Boo
Karen Maynard | Troy Lifetime Tuesday Aqua Class
Kathryn Daugherty and Steven Narowitz | Tim and Jenni 
Lawrence
Kathy Chadick | Claudia A. Welbes
Kim Hurley and Robin Wright | Mary Jean Schoettle
Kim Pichler | Anne and Michael Rottman
Kimberly Millard | The Healy Family
Kimberly Whipple | Christine Lynn Lapinski
Kristin Tymczak | Kent Wischmeyer
Lake Orion Buchanans | Harlan Buchanans
Lauren VanDoornik | Matthew Leese
Linda Axe | Kim and Terry Cross
Linda Kahn Gale | Diane Margolis-Baum
Lisa Fox | Kenneth Fox
Lisner Animal Hospital | Cindy, Barry, Samuel,  
Miss Peacock & Big Joe Howard
Liz Hogg | Benjamin Trombetta
Lori and Mark Lesperence | Simone Ostrander
Lori Yankel | Jennifer Bartrug
Louise Martin | Bev Erickson
Lynn Fugate | Margaret Finucane
Madeleine Pepper | Bernard Moshel
Marilyn Cantalini | Veleta Carpenter
Marilyn Kohnert | Robert and Patti Kohnert
Marilyn Mosfman | Lisa, Kenny and Freddi Fox
Mark Freedman | Tom and Jan O'Keefe
Martha Rice | Suzette Coleman
Marti Jardis | Andrea Baxley
Mary Wilson | Cathy Danes
Maureen Forrest | Sharon Forrest

Michelle Stone | Tina Verbeke
Michon Policicchio | Stonebridge Kitchen and Bath
Mickey and Meesha | Darold and Lauren Ottersen
Miss Oscar | Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Steel
Motley | Ann Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Madden | Robin Moscow
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Vedder | Victor and Susan Amato
My Family | Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gheldof
Myrna and Steve Morr | Connor Sheridan
Nancy and Dan Clifford | Paula D'Ambrosio
Nancy Kosalek | Laurie Gould
Olivia Ross | Fran, David and Nike Grossman
Patricia and Ron Verduin | John Almstadt
Patricia Erickson | Katie McLaughlin, The Fales Family, 
Maureen McLaughlin
Paul Blunt | Lauren Ruiter
Paw Paw | Amelia Jacob
Peanut | Jill Thompson
Penny Wilcox | Anthony, Paulovich & Worrall, PLLC
Phyllis Brickner | Vicki Galperin, Eunice Galperin
Promise | Linda Kahn Gale
Raisa Irwin | Bob and Linda Sue Fries
Ray Murphy | Elizabeth and Charles Viane
Richard Ehnis | Pat Kelly
Robert McCann | Justin Oh
Sandy Kondos | Nancy Harkins, Jean Usner
Sasha Samson | Art and Bev Tack
Sassy | Carole Perry-Burrell
Scott and Dave's Birthdays | Karen and Scott Lewis, Karen and 
Jeff Cantos, Lawrence Lankowsky
Scott Wasserman | Robert and Lisa Jaffe, Marc and Andi 
Rothenberg, Rebecca and Jay Levine, Alisa and Jeffrey 
Ambrose
Scott Zuchlewski | Susan Bommarito
Stacey Walker | Chris Walker
Steve Black and Gretel | Amy Meadows
Susan Herzfeld | Laurie Giglio
Susan Saraquse and Peter Santoro | Linda and Richard Lulkin
The Gold's | Kyle Kraft
The Hurwitz Family | Mark and Susan Koehl
The McIntires | Lisa Ahern
Tracy and Izzy Weston | Steve and Debbie Weston
Tucker | Karen Tsuchiya
Veronika Heiple | Maki Vine
Waldo | Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brasmer
Zoey | Marian Brasmer

"Bo" - Boris Good-Enuff | Doug and Joan Sherman
Adam Chase | Doris Chase
Alfie Haldane | Douglas a nd Kathryn Haldane
Alice | Emily Minns
Angel Kisses | Dorothy McDaniels
Ann Gural | Deb Spurr
Annabelle and Alexander Carmichael | Joanne Carmichael
Arthur and Tybee Migdal | Ruth Daniels
Axe | Ann Venticinque
Babe Ruth Sadow | Sanford Sadow
Bailey Velilla | Julie and Billy Stern
Barb Crape | Robin Nice
Barbara Clark | Nancy Gifford
Barkley Kijor-Jones | Rita and Marvin Kijor-Jones
Beckey and Angel | Thomas Govern

Belle | Martha Zimmermann
Beryl Goldfield | Carol Scheuer
Bessie Stone | Kaylee and Jeff Freedman
Betty J. Clark | Barbara Sobon, Susan Kubek
Beverly Wiscombe | Sherrill Pearson
Bill Vaughn | George and Karen Vihonsky
Bo | Cindy Frenkel
Bodhi | Kevin and Nicole Bopp
Boots Inglis | Linda Kahn Gale, Mark Inglis
Boris | Christine Lustig
Bowser Ingaledona (Kahn Gale) | Granny Linda and Grandpa 
Allan, Andrew Mitchell, Mark and Kristin Mazorowicz
Brewster | Tiffany Lambert
Brooklyn Falcon | Bruce Falcon, Janet Falcon and Fred Klein
Buddy Newman | Lisa and Kenny Fox

Bunji | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Carol Ann Mazur | Lawrence Mazur
Casey | Rosemary Garvey
Casey | Judith Cartier
Casey, Lucy and Ginger | Gordon and Penelope Burke
Catherine Woloshen | Jeffrey Woloshen
Charlene V. Moore | Gail Asmus and James St. Arno, Bill and 
Barb DeRousse
Charles Peters | Phyllis Peters
Charlie Lussenden | Jessie Lussenden
Chewie | Lauren Davenport
Chloe and Winston | Mary Brady
Chloe Kridler | Ann Mell
Cindy Barnes | Sandra Kapla
Cleo | Starla Zehr

IN HONOR OF

Clever | Sally Dooley
CoCo | The Weitz Family
Cocoa Wasserman | Andrea and Harry Potash, 
Cindy and Barry Howard, Becky, Jay and 
Lucas Levine
Colin Kroll | Becky and Gary Sakwa, Greg Lewis 
and Julie Metz
Colleen Conklin | Tamara Gauthier-Cecil
Cookie, Emerson and Cleopatra | Mr.  and Mrs. 
Richard Spina
Cuddles and Sally | Phil and Irene Rundell
Daisy | Pamela Savage-Marr
Dakota | Marjorie Wittbrodt
Dale Cudworth | Jessie Lussenden, Bob and 
Andi Beagle
Dan Keefe | Karen Keefe
Daniel Kowalski | Dianne Phillips
David DiChiera | Cristina DiChiera
Deborah B. Wheeler | Thomas Wheeler
Dexter Orechkin | Julie and Billy Stern
Dino and Mindiana Jones and Nina |  
Mary Brissette
Doc | Alexis Pollock and Wallace
Donald Edmond Hiatt Jr. | Mary Keller
Doozer Marie | Kathleen Cojanu
Dorie, Maggie and Rudy | Gary and Lou 
Krizanowski
Dorothy M. Jones | Susan Jones, Tim Jones 
and Sue Brown Family, Terence Jones and 
Mary Clancy Family, Jude Jones and Bruce 
Hornby Family, Judith Latimer Family, 
Christine and Larry Pershon Family
Dottie and Pandora | Barbara Wheeler
Dr. Carl Barnes | Richard and Susan Bingham
Duncan | Julie Nelson-Klein
Edward Barber | Margaret Bernardi and 
Family, Richard Barber
Ella | Beverly Bazzell, Troy and Mary Keller
Elle | Mah Jongg Girls
Ellie | Laurie Weinberger, Brenda and Fred Stern
Ernesto Kingsley | Marilyn and Steven Lengyel
Evinrude | Charles Robert Ham
Fara | Nancy Mann
Fatty Sadow | Sanford Sadow
Freckles | Rod and Arlene Lema
Friday Cat | Vesta and Mike DeRiso
Gary | Harry and Marilynn Bruss
Gillespie Sherwood | Michelle Sherwood
Ginger Burns | Nancy Riddle
Gladys Sussman | Mary and Tom Potochney
Glenda Charles | Bruce and Sue Abrams
Gloria Ann Blazo | Cynthia DeBiasi, Stant 
Corporation, Don & Shirley Lehman, Debbie 
& Craig Povich, Donald M. Lehman, Doug 
& Laura Lehman, Deanna & Michael East, 
Christine and David Wenner, Dick and Mary  
Russ, Ann Grohman, Franciscan Alliance, Inc., 
Terri and Tom Lehman
Gloria Portney | Ken and Lisa Fox
Gorgy | John and Joanne Kulka
Gracie and Goadee | Barbara Bound
Gracie Thal | Jody and Gary Astrein
Gregory LaBelle | Mr. and Mrs. David LaBelle
Gunnar and Rosie | Ron and LuAnn Hudson
Gunny | Mary Brady
Harley | Kenny, Lisa and Freddy Fox
Harley Mehler | Suzie Share
Harriet A. Lytle | Dawna Kuhne, Jean Rotolo
Heidi Lengyel | Marilyn and Steven Lengyel
Hershey | Julie Nelson Klein
Honey and Gunner | Colleen Young
Iris B. Youngs | Sandy Anderson
Irving Morof | Sue and Gordy Leff and Family
Jack | Anne Jones
Jade | Howard and Laurie Weinberger
Jake | Lisa Fox
James "Jim" Hanoute | Christian Mills, 
Elaine Hellyar
James Simmons | Heather Mitchell
James "Jim" Starr | Jane and Robert 
Eberwein, Naomi Starr, Gary and Ann Tower, 
Judith and Henry Velleman, Helen Vlasic, Beth 
and Jeff Davidson
Janet Marie Badgero | Michael and Shelly Bahr, 
Dale and Barbara Hargreaves, Gail Stephens - 
Red Hat Chicks, Paul Badgero, Paul Arsenault
Jasmine | Patience, Martin and Elliot Wright

Jean Greenacre | Lauren Greer
Jerry Garcia | Robert Bunting
Jersey | Ron and Janet Strote
JoAnn Rubino | Dr. Sandra Lyness
Joann Wolfbauer | Lynn Miller, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Wolfbauer, Nancy Miller, Ruth Hoppe 
and Karen Webb, Gary and Sandra Miller, 
Yvonne Misuraca
Joe Sterns | Lisa and Kenny Fox
Jojo Grossnickle | Mark and Natasha Stanger
Jonathan | Barbara Benaderet
Joseph D. O'Connell | Virginia Lepine & the 
Faurecia DT Team
Joshua Rott | Lisa and Bob Jaffe
Joshy | Steve's Deli
Joyce Bzdziuch | Shawn Bzdziuch
Judy | Janice Hall
Judy Kay Rhoads | Laura Wichman
Justin Peltier | Judi Peltier
Kara and JoJo | Bonnie Larivee
Kathryn Larson | Jennifer Welke
Kathy Loase | Pam Barton
Kathy Stefanik | Amy McCartin
Kay Houchin | Laura Matthews
Kelly Ross | Lori Gerber
Kenneth J. Edwards | Sonia and Ken Milton
Kenneth Weitman | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Kiera | Marilyn Field
Kipper, Rascal and Shadow | Mr. and Mrs. 
John Chalifour
Kissee | Bob and Cathy Hawley
Koa | Brenda and Fred Stern
Kylee Kohlenberg | Julie and Billy Stern
Larry | Irene Grysiewicz
Lawrice E. Richards | Shirley Petku
Lennon and Julia | Dan Bamber
Linda Palazzola | Randy and Pat Head
Little One, Peppy and Michalo | Lori Jubelt
Lola | Susan and Blair Kamin
Lola White | Jaynie Craig
Lucky Weston | Steve and Debbie Weston
Lucy | Tom and Janet Dunn
Lucy | Judith Schaffer
Lucy Mazorowicz | Andrew Mitchell, Kristie 
Rathka, Sandy Pfendt, Jacqui and Bob Nantau, 
Mary Drouillard, Robin Wright and Kim Hurley, 
Grandpa Gary & Mary Aslin, Kip, Jen, Blake & 
Max Aslin and Mary Drouillard
Lucy Tack | Art and Bev Tack, Barbara Samson
Lucy Thal | Julie and Billy Stern
Lulu | The Weitz Family
Lyanne Zielinski | Sandra Heite
Lynn Morris | Daniel Champ
Madelyn Mugerdichian | Joanee and  
Steve Hurwitz
Maggie | Mr. and Mrs. Victor Jose
Maggie | Michael Gloster
Mandy Colleen O'Hara | Den and Deb Stark, 
The Kerr Family, Rich and Patti Nicolo, Martha 
Dolenga, Paige Ahmed, Phylis Dolenga, John 
and Sherryl Weber, Kevin Jackson, Mark 
Johnson and Mandy's friends, Anonymous
Marcy and Lilly Meisner | James Meisner
Margaret (Peggy) Barry Bashur | Ron and 
Joanne Barry, John and Karen Oswalt, Bill 
and Judy Connell, America's Corvette Club, 
Francis and Henrietta Morin, Gary Bashur, Bert 
and Judy Bernardi, Annette Watson, Sarah 
Chorak, Ray and Sue Juszczyk, James Joseph, 
John and Mary Winterbauer, Barbara Shaffer, 
Kathryn and Ken Misiak, Mr. and Mrs. Cesare 
Mangiapane, Gerald M. Snider
Margaret E. Anderson | Jeff Anderson
Marley Rodin Keller | Claudia Sills
Mary L. Coates, Sammie, Dozer and Willy | 
Diane Kaunelis
Mary Lasley | Julie Reynolds
Mary Saunders | Valerie Karpinski
Marylou Fedosky | Robert Fedosky
Mattew "Matt" Adam Sisson | Edward Sisson, 
Michael and Carolyn Plague, Tim and Peggy 
Chrenenko, Ahmed and Kristi Hassouna, 
Oakland County Equalization, Judy Theuer
Maya Star | The Adlers, Kings, Pipers  
and Rottman's
Meastro | Gerald Elliott
Mia Lopatin | Judy and Arnie Gross

Michael Sachs | Kenny and Lisa Fox
Michael Scott Easley | Sally Easley
Michelle M. Dempkowski | Tom  and Lenora 
Szalach, Laurie Breuier, Gerber Memorial 
Anestheisia Department, Spectrum Health 
Gerber Memorial, Michigan Progressive Health
Mildred Jacobson | Becky and Gary Sakwa
Millie Glieberman | Anja Walthall
Miss Pearl | Robert and Linda Sue Fries
MoJo and Murfee | Marcy Gargulinski
Molly | Amanda Graham
Molly | Kenneth Vancil
Morrison | Ibrahim and Dee Anne Kaddouh
Mr. and Mrs. H. Hilz and Mrs. Widger | 
Helen Scarpelli
Mr. John Vitta | Abigail R. Eynon
Mr. Peabody | Gina and Arthur Horwitz  
and Family
Mrs. Bev Morris Rosenthal | Ken and Lisa Fox
Mrs. Jane Black | Michelle McDermott
Mrs. Pat Lyons | Mr. Kevin Lyons
Muffy | Carol Scheuer
Nancy Olandese | Don and Jeanette Nadler
Neechee Barone | Becky Levine
Nibbles | Jennifer Wikarski
Nicki Oliver | Georgina Hagemeyer
Nuisance, Brandy, Kimba, Mishka and 
Amelia | Helen Schouweiler
Oberon Boffi | Mr. and Mrs Sergio Boffi
Olive (Lizzie) | Robert Cunningham
Oliver Herman | Kayla and Rob Stein
Orion | Brenda and Fred Stern
Patricia Lyons | Michelle Bauer, Lawrence Lyons
Patricia, Irene & all of our pets that have 
preceded us | Phil and Lois Paquin-Hoffiz
Paul Johnson | Carole Johnson
Pearl Marie | Joyce Wefel
Penny | Dick and Kate Elton
Penny | Jim Martin
Pent and Water | Carol Lawton
Pepper, MARL's beloved office cat | Audrey 
Blaylock, Jessie Lussenden
Peppy | Shirley Reinhold
Peter George Voit | Karen Lee Harrison
Picasso | Jeff Gruber
Pico and Smokey | Ruth Rivard
Pimpy Bedgood | Carol, Carmen and Buster
Piper | Ron and Dianne Cochran and Family
Pixie | Janice Pappas
Playful | Lisa Goldstein
Princess Lady Amberleigh | Sandralynn Riss
Puppies left at MARL | Linda Kahn Gale
Quentin | Ellen Huber
Quincy | Julie Nelson Klein
Randolph Gale | Candace Sebold
Ray Porter | Betty Porter
Reggie | Laura, Mike and Wrigley Keener
Remington | Sybil Hunter
Rex and Charlie | Ted Barnhart
Rhett Morris | Maureen Morris
Rigby | Linda Kahn Gale
Riley | Alexandra Weitz
Riley Weinstein | Debi Weinstein, Karen Safran
Robbie | Paul and Marian Brasmer, Ann Wiacek
Robert B. Sirbaugh | Michael and Kathleen Wilk
Robert H. Falska | Cynthia Falska and Patrick 
Tinney, Deborah Teran, Mark Jaworski
Robert Gould | Cathy Danes
Robert Mardigian and his dog Travis | Ed and 
Janet Mardigian
Rollie | Richard and Tami Hanser
Rosalyn Foster-Bean | Becky and Gary Sakwa
Rosemary Dolan Arnett | The Florea Family
Rosie | Julie and Jan Klein
Roxie Beauchamp | Fran Perez and Family
Roxy | Dottie Barnett
Roxy Ross | Linda Kahn Gale
Ruby Craig | Linda Kahn Gale
Ruby Fox | Marlene and Art Kravetzker
Rusty | Colleen Young
Rusty and Cocoa | Lisa Wasserman
Our Sam | Nancy and Rory West
Sarah Clock | Barbara Bachman
Sasha | Katherine Kirsh
Sasha Beagle | Kendra, Larry and Renee Porter
Savage | Ellen Huber
Sawyer and Gracie | Mike and Carol Wendorf

Scooter | Tiffany Lambert
Scooter | Paul Prange
Scout Wood | Millie and Dennis Wood
Shauna Angelica Natchez | Marilyn R. Natchez
Sheba | Linda Kahn Gale
Spot | Brian Hughes
Stella Moulton | George Peters
Steve Mette | Cindy Damian
Sugar Baby | Mary McKheen
Sunshine | Art Roberts
Susan C. DeSantis Kaelber | Diana Gomez, 
Linda Thomas, Dave and Geneva Henson, 
L & B Colpaert, Catherine Frankovich, Judi 
Rosso, Allan and Glenda Gogoleski and 
Family, Nancy Moore, Nancy C. McKay 
and Laurie Ann McKay, Carol Pike, Kevin 
Hartman, Les Chambers and Paige Chambers, 
Beaumont Inpatient Rehab Unit Nursing and 
Therapy, Marcia Gurche, Margaret Szymanski, 
Tim and Amy Gallagher, Neil and Donna 
Mitchell, Flora Perkins, Rachel Brennecke 
and Natasha Mehta, Jim and Linda Howell, 
Charlene Goike, Peggy Brock, Mr.  and Mrs. 
Dennis Walkowiak, John and Karen Goike, 
Deborah DeSantis, Madelon Ward, Craig 
Thornton, Sam Flanders, Sigma Financial 
Corporation, John and Sonia Basso, Ranya 
Shbeib, Esperanza Gomez, David and Barbara 
Unger, Mike McIntyre, Evelyn Pasque, Liz 
Heldt, Gary and Jean Shovlin, Ruthanne and 
David Fobear, Denise and Stephen Scheppe, 
Emily Church, Debbie and Howard Hollinger, 
The Doctors and Staff at the Dental Implant 
Center of Royal Oak, Annie Carter, Cheryl 
Grain, Dayna Cline, Lisa Yaxley & Lauren 
Gasso, Rosemary Yates, Prestige Advance 
Paint, Lauren White, The Conroy Family
Susan Howard | Lisa Wasserman
Susan Majeska | Barbara Levantrosser
Suzann Estabrook Brooke | Keith and 
Marcia Riemer
Taka | Alayne Hansen
Tango | Nicholas Thomson
Tangy | Karen Anderson
Tasha | Anne, Mike, Aggie and Duffy Rosenau
Teddy | Victoria and Bill Hertenstein
Terence Adderley | John Almstadt
Teutyll | Pat Hanratty and Mike Leavitt
Sweet Thor Heinrich | Cindy Howard
Tinkerbell | Your PE sisters, Karen, Shirley 
and Faye
Tom McDonnell | Cindy  Gutowski
Toni Roy and Rubi Lynn | Richard Skinner
Veronica Ann Klepp | The Domzalski Family, 
Heather Marinik, Eric Yuzon, Jeanne and 
Bill Bryan and Nancy Brumm, Alan Yuzon, 
Colleagues at Bose, The Jeff Barry Family
Victims of Tree of Life Synagogue | Allan and 
Linda Kahn Gale
Vincent Sadovsky and Banjo | Jerry and 
Terri McCammon
Zeus | Patrice Beauvais
Zoe | Ann Wiacek
Zoey | Starla Zehr
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Frequently Asked Questions
We asked our resident cat and dog experts to weigh in on some of our most frequently asked questions. 
Here’s what they had to say.

KIM PICHLER, CAT CARE 
COORDINATOR
HOW DO I INTRODUCE A NEW CAT 
TO MY EXISTING CAT?
It’s always best to start a new cat off in a room of its 
own. Your cats may hiss or growl at each other through 
the closed door. After a day or so, try putting a blanket 
or bed that each cat has laid on into the other cat’s area. 
Eventually you can let them see each other through a 
crack in the door, and then afterwards try letting them 
out together. Make sure to supervise their interactions! 
If there is hissing or nervousness from either cat, make 
sure to put the new cat back in its room when you leave 
the house and at night. 

WHAT SHOULD I THINK ABOUT 
WHEN CHOOSING A NEW CAT  
TO ADOPT?
One thing that’s very important to consider is what 
age cat best fits your lifestyle. A kitten needs a lot of 
attention, and may not be a good fit if your family isn’t 
home for long periods during the day. A young adult 
cat is great for an active family. After one year of age 
you can start to tell the personality of a cat, and adopt 
one knowing pretty well if it’s cuddly, playful, or a couch 
potato! Older cats are great for quiet, peaceful homes. 
They don’t require much more than a sunny window, 
healthy food, and affection. 

WHAT ARE SOME ALTERNATIVES 
TO DECLAWING A CAT?
My first suggestion is to trim your cat’s nails. Many 
veterinary offices and groomers will even trim them for 
you! Scratching posts can also help lessen unwanted 
scratching. Another option is to try nail caps. These 
attach to your cat’s claws with special glue and are sold 
at pet supply stores. They not only prevent scratching, 
but they come in lots of colors and are fashionable too! 
These caps needs to be replaced every month or so, but 
are a great solution for zero-scratching households.

DO I STILL NEED TO TAKE MY CAT 
TO THE VET IF IT’S HEALTHY AND 
LIVES INDOORS?
Even indoor cats are vulnerable to problems like ear 
infections, tooth or mouth pain, and life-threatening 
diseases such as kidney or liver problems. Most of 
these issues can occur without any symptoms, so a 
yearly vet check is crucial. Vaccines are a great way to 
protect your cat from many potential problems, and 
most vets do recommend yearly shots for indoor cats. 
Even if you and your vet decide against vaccinating 
your cat, annual wellness exams are still important to 
ensure your cat’s long-term health.

HOW DO I SOCIALIZE MY SHY CAT?
The key word for these cats is patience! They need time 
to observe their new people and surroundings. In a 
new home it’s best to start off a shy cat in a small area, 
such as a bedroom or an office. Block off anywhere they 
can hide and avoid being seen, such as under a bed or 
behind a dresser. Spend time sitting in the room near 
the cat. As they start to get used to you, offer a gentle 
pet on the head or neck. If you can, wrap them in a 
blanket and cuddle them. They will often relax and let 
you gently pet them.

KATHLEEN CRAIG, 
SHELTER MANAGER 
(SPECIALIZING IN DOGS)
WHAT SHOULD I THINK ABOUT 
WHEN CHOOSING A NEW DOG  
TO ADOPT?
It’s important to choose a dog with the temperament and 
social skills to match your lifestyle. For example, if you 
have a family that’s active and outgoing, then a friendly, 
energetic dog might be the right fit for you. If you are 
retired or prefer to stay in, a shy or older dog might be 
preferable. It is also very important to consider your 
personal activity level: Are you active and on the go, or 
more on the laid-back side? It is important for potential 
adopters to consider how much time they are willing to 
commit to exercising their new dogs. 

HOW MUCH SHOULD I CONSIDER 
THE BREED OF A DOG WHEN 
ADOPTING?
Breed standards can be helpful in understanding a 
dog’s activity level and natural instincts. A Border 
Collie might make a good running buddy because 
they were originally bred to herd sheep. A Siberian 
Husky might be a great hiking buddy because they 
were bred to pull dog sleds and have high endurance. 
Considering a dog’s breed (or breeds) can be helpful 
in pointing adopters in the right direction. However, 
every dog has a unique personality. Adopters should 
look at each animal individually and consider if its 
personality fits their own lifestyle and activity level. 

WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO 
INTRODUCE A NEW DOG TO MY 
HOUSE?
The best way to acclimate a new dog is to give it 
a “tour” of its new home. Keep your new dog on a 
leash and allow it to explore its new surroundings. 
Afterwards, keep it confined to an area where you 
can closely monitor it, like the kitchen or living 
room. This way you can know right away if your new 
dog starts chewing on anything or has an accident. 
Crating your dog while you are away is always a good 
idea to help prevent chewing and accidents as well. 
Once you are comfortable with your dog’s behavior, 
you can try giving it free range of your house both 
while you are home and when you are gone.

HOW DO I INTRODUCE A NEW 
DOG TO MY EXISTING DOG?
The first thing to do is to take both dogs outside on 
a leash and let them meet in a neutral area. The front 
yard usually works well, as most dogs consider the 
back yard to be part of their territory. Watch their body 
language, and once both dogs are showing positive 
body language - tails wagging, play bowing, showing 
interest in each other - then you can move the meeting 
into the house. It is important to continue supervising 
their interactions for a while, as the adjustment period 
can vary from dog to dog.

IS SOCIALIZATION STILL 
IMPORTANT AFTER ADOPTION?
Yes! Just like people, most dogs are very social 
creatures. Young dogs especially need to be taken 
out into the world and shown different things to help 
them grow into a well-rounded dog. Having friends 
bring their dogs over, or taking your dog out to a store 
or to the park are great ways to continue socializing 
them. This helps prevent issues like fear of strangers, 
excessive barking, or being too reactive on a leash. 
Some dogs who may not like going to the dog park or 
going to a store can benefit just as much from going 
for a walk down a quiet street.



The Michigan Animal Rescue League is celebrating 
its 10th annual Yappy Hour – the only cocktail party in 
Metro Detroit where your dog is welcome! This time we 
are taking it all the way back to when it first began—the 
1950’s! This year’s Yappy Hour will be the best ever as we 
present a blast from the past while raising much needed 
funds for homeless dogs and cats. Guests will enjoy the 
opportunity to mingle with their best friend by their side 
as they enjoy cocktails & strolling dinner, gourmet dog 
treats, a silent auction, fun photo opportunities, and so 
much more. There’s something for everyone and their 
four-legged friend at Yappy Hour!

In 2018, Yappy Hour welcomed more than 400 two-
legged and 200 four-legged friends. 2019 marks one 
decade of our signature fundraiser, which continues 
to grow and has established itself as the event of the 
season. Funds raised at this event directly benefit 
the dogs and cats of southeast Michigan who are in 
desperate need of a second chance.

FEATURED AUCTION ITEMS
- 6-hour guided fishing tour
- Northern Michigan cottage stay
- Cover photo of next MARL newsletter
- Golf foursome at Tam-O-Shanter Country Club
- Doggie day care packages
- Dog DNA test kit

NEW IN 2019:  
VIP RECEPTION FOR TOP SPONSORS
5:30-6:30PM | Meadow Brook Hall Pegasus Garden

Reserve your tickets today! www.marleague.org

Contact Megan Cavellier at mcavellier@marleague.org 
or (248) 330-6809 if you have questions or would like 
additional information. 
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CO-CHAIRS
*Beth Davidson

Cara Krupa

CANINE CO-CHAIRS
Connor Davidson

Stretch Krupa
Sugar Krupa

HONORARY  
CO-CHAIRS

*Cindy and Hon. Barry Howard

HOST COMMITTEE
*Jody & Gary Astrein

Betsy Barnes
Tracie Berry

Hon. Jim & Janet Blanchard
Lauren & Gerald Bojanowski

*Luanne Broecker
*Ralph Caplan

Jennifer Falcinelli
Jennifer Farber

Beth Hall
*Jenny Heinrich
Connie Hogan
*Daniel Kelly

*Cindy Kenety
Lisa & Paul MacArthur

Deanna Malczewski
Christine & Carlos Mazzorin

*Jana McNair
Susan Murphy

Lois Paquin-Hoffiz
*Molly Phillips

Samantha Phillips
Jep & Michelle Street

Patricia Verduin
Stacey Walker

*Lisa Wasserman
*Kimberly & Kenneth Whipple

Ann Wiacek
Lauren Willette-Strzempek

*Robin Wright
Lori Yankel

* 2019 Board of Directors
 

2019 SPONSORS

GOLD GRAND 
CHAMPION 
SPONSORS

BEST IN SHOW 
SPONSORS

Karmanos Cancer Institute and 
McLaren Health Care

LOYAL FRIEND 
SPONSORS

John M. Bashur
DTE Energy

Fifth Third Bank
Sandy and Keith Kondos
Lisa & Scott Wasserman

Wright-Hurley Family

BEST BUDDY 
SPONSORS

A. Alfred Taubman Foundation
Advanced Animal Chiropractic

All American Pet Resorts – Shelby Twp
Comerica Bank

Edcor
Cindy & Barry Howard

Huntington Bank
Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss, P.C.

Susan & Tim Lucken
Carlos & Christine Mazzorin

Dennis & Tina Mirku
Becky & Gary Sakwa

Signal Restoration Service

GOOD DOG 
SPONSORS

Animal Emergency Center
Jody & Gary Astrein

Bank of Ann Arbor – Birmingham Office
Betsy Barnes

Governor Jim Blanchard & Janet 
Blanchard

Deloitte
 Winston & Winifred Duncan

East Street Pilates
Etkin Real Estate Solutions

Nancy & Jim Grosfeld
Rebecca & Jake Grove
Rodney Hagenbuch

Harold G. Schaevitz Industries LLC
Brian, Rebecca, Zach, & Sloane Howard 

– Stage Equity Partners, LLC
Terry Kinchsular and Rick Hamann

LoVasco Consulting Group
Pawsitive Steps Rehabilitation and 

Therapy for Pets
Premier Pet Supply

Sigma Investment Counselors
Tama, Budaj & Raab, P.C., CPAs
Kimberly and Kenneth Whipple

Ann Wiacek
MJ & Jay Wright

PARTY ANIMAL 
SPONSORS

Dataspeed, Inc.
Beth & Jeff Davidson

Edward Eickhoff & Michael Hisala
Liz and JJ Modell

Norm & Susie Pappas
The Urban Dog

SPECIAL THANKS
Love & Buttercream

Plum Market
Union AdWorks

MARL

10th
ANNUAL

Sam & Ruby D. Caplan

Jennifer & Jeffrey Farber
(Dogs: Trace & Petrus Farber)



KIDS DOING GOOD IN THEIR 
COMMUNITY:   
The Kindergarten classes of Country Oaks Elementary held their 
4th annual “Tricks & Treats” for Pets.  They partnered with Premier 
Pet Supply in Novi and collected much needed supplies for the 
dogs and cats

West Maple Elementary raised $337 for MARL at the annual Talking 
Zoo Fundraiser

The Bekiares Family adopted their family cat from MARL last year, 
so Olga & Melina decided to raise money for the cats still at MARL. 
They raised $58

Hunter, Brooklyn & Madalyn donated delicious dog bones & treats

Eight-years-old Lucy and Abby collected $30 from their 
neighborhood to give to MARL for the holidays

In lieu of trophies, the Linden High School Cross Country Program 
awards donations to the winning team’s choice of charity.  The Lake 
Orion High School Girls CC team chose MARL when they placed at 
the Linden Classic. Congratulations lady athletes!

Academy of the Sacred Heart middle school students and their 
grandparents made dog toys together and donated them to MARL

Lakewood Elementary Boy Scout Pack #316 collected food and 
supplies for the dogs and cats

Notre Dame Marist Academy 8th graders, Jackson Krieger, Ben Valade 
& Payton Beckman, raised $800 and collected supplies for MARL

Detroit Country Day Middle School Charity Fun Run/Walk raised 
$3,850 for MARL

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE RAISED 
MONEY AND/OR COLLECTED SUPPLIES 
FOR MARL DURING THEIR PRIVATE 
PARTY OR EVENT:
The Sullen Family (Holiday Party)

The Clifford Family (Annual Boxing Day Party)

Bob and Kelly Karlis (Fall Fundraiser)

Rebecca Werk (Annual Holiday Party)

Heidi Dover & Tim McAllister (Holiday Party)

Doris Gold (Bottle Drive)

THESE GENEROUS KIDS COLLECTED 
DONATIONS IN LIEU OF BIRTHDAY GIFTS:  
Audrey Ng (10th Birthday)

Anabelle Gohl (8th Birthday)

THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES, 
EMPLOYEES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
RAISED MONEY AND/OR COLLECTED 
SUPPLIES FOR MARL:  
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel (“Empties for Animals”)

Kappa Phi Lambda Sorority at UofM (“Inspire Week”)

INCOE Hot Runners Systems (Jeans Day)

Oakland County Treasurer’s Association (Holiday Luncheon)

Lave Design Factory (Custom Canvas sales)

Charming Charlie LLC (% of sales)

Pet Wants of Birmingham and ONEHOPE Wine (Wine and Wags) 

Camp Bow Wow of Commerce (Photos with Santa)

Rochester Hills (Casual Fridays)

Frank Rewold & Sons (Casual Day)

Kemp Klein Umphrey

Endelman & May Foundation (Casual Day)

Milford Huron Valley Lion’s Club (private fundraiser)

AkzoNobel Coatings - Troy & Pontiac Locations (Wish List Drive)

The employees of Taubman Ventures Management, Taubman 
Company, Azimuth Capital Management LLC, Thyssenkrupp – 
Business Unit Springs & Stabilizers, and Dawda, Mann, Mulcahy & 
Sadler, PLC (Wish List Drive)

Huron Valley Rodders (private fundraiser)
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Thank You

Did you know that MARL promotes and assists 
animal welfare efforts throughout our community? We 
actively support local outreach and rescue programs 
working to combat animal cruelty in Pontiac, Oakland 
County, and beyond.

We also provide pet food and other supplies to low-
income households in Pontiac who are struggling 
to keep their dog or cat a part of their family. In 
addition to our food program, the staff at MARL is 
committed to acting as a source of pet care information 
and education for our community. Some examples 
include providing options for low-cost spay and 
neuter, educating dog owners about heartworm 
disease, and explaining the importance of annual 
vet care. Hundreds of cats and dogs have been able 
to stay in their homes instead of entering the shelter 
system because of MARL’s outreach programs.

“MARL has kept me and my best friend together. 
Sometimes life gets hard. Losing my dog would have 
been the worst thing that could happen to me. MARL 
helped me with food, advice, and even helped Seven 
when she was sick. I can’t even think about where 
Seven and I would be without MARL.”

- �Greg, Community Outreach Client & Best Friend 
to Seven

If you or someone you know may benefit from MARL’s 
community outreach program, please contact our 
shelter at 248-335-9290 during business hours.
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Find us just a couple of miles away at 1624 N. Perry, 
Pontiac, MI 48340 beginning May 28th.

Please call ahead or check our website for exact 
hours at the temporary location.
248-335-9290
Marleague.org

Please note that we will be closed to the public 
the week of May 20th while we move and get the 
animals settled into their temporary home.

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
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MARL will be 
open during 

construction!


