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Reese is a handsome Pit Bull Terrier/Hound Mix 
who was adopted from MARL in July of 2017.



WISH LIST  
AND NEEDS

Wet dog food | all brands
Wet cat food | all brands

Dry cat food | Purina Cat Chow (blue bag)
Dry dog food | Purina One

Cat toys | all types
Nylabones

Clorox Disinfecting Wipes
High-efficiency laundry detergent

Bleach
Clay cat litter

Dog Harnesses, leashes and collars | all sizes
HP Ink | 952 Black and 952 Color

MEET THE  
SHELTER MANAGER

We are happy to introduce you to our 
Shelter Manager, Lena! Lena has been 
with MARL for over three years and has 
brought terrific leadership and energy 
to the role of shelter manager. She is 
responsible for the daily operations at 
MARL, which makes for some pretty 
unpredictable days. If you haven’t been 

to the shelter lately, stop by and say hello to Lena, her pal Clive 
and the great team of staff and volunteers!MARL BOARD

Cindy Howard, President
Daniel Kelly, Secretary

Molly Phillips, Treasurer
Jody Astrein, Director

Luanne Broecker, Director
Beth Davidson, Director
Jenny Heinrich, Director

Jana McNair, Director
Susan Murphy, Director

Patricia Verduin, Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Magee Humes

COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD
Honorable Barry Howard

Deanna Malczewski
Sue Spangler

Michelle Street
Jep Street

Kimberly Whipple
Ken Whipple
Lori Yankel

ABOUT MARL
The Michigan Animal Rescue League (MARL) is one of 

southeast Michigan’s most established shelters, serving the 
animals and community since 1953.

MARL is a private, 501(c)(3) organization and our work is 
supported solely by private contributions, which are tax-

deductible. Federal Tax ID: 38-1557622

LET'S GET SOCIAL!
Be sure to LIKE the Michigan Animal Rescue League 
Facebook page for the latest shelter news and updates, 

including adoptable animals, recent adoptions, upcoming 
events and more!

Can’t get enough of our adorable, adoptable cats and 
dogs? Follow @mar_league on Instagram!

CONTACT
790 Featherstone | Pontiac, MI 48342

P: 248.335.9290 | F: 248.335.0261 | E: info@marleague.org
www.marleague.org

Visiting Hours: Tuesday-Saturday | 11:00am – 4:00pm 
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Letter From  
The Executive Director

AS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MARL, 
THERE IS ONE QUESTION IN PARTICULAR 
THAT I AM ASKED ALMOST ON A DAILY BASIS:

“HOW CAN YOU WORK THERE?  ISN’T IT SAD?”  

HERE IS THE ANSWER:
It is extremely sad. The things that we face here at MARL are sometimes so awful that I can’t speak of them in 
front of my kids, or even some adults. We are constantly reminded that the staggering overpopulation problem, 
as well as issues of abuse and neglect combined with a lack of humane education, is creating an epidemic right 
here in southeast Michigan. It is sad to see animals that have been treated poorly. It is sad to see someone who 
loves their pet have to give it up. And it is downright gut-wrenching to watch a dog try to follow its owner out 
the door, knowing that it will never see them again. Yes, there is plenty of sadness in this line of work.

However, the work that we do at MARL, our ability to be there for these animals at their darkest hour, is an honor 
far more powerful than the sadness. I am thankful every single day for donors like you who support MARL so that 
we can open our doors to these animals and provide them with the excellent standard of care that we do.  

I am proud to share that MARL is impacting the lives of more dogs and cats than ever before. Compared to just two 
years ago, both intakes and adoptions have increased by 60%. Most importantly, we have successfully responded to 
the needs of these additional animals without sacrificing the core values that make MARL a different breed of shelter. 

So while the sadness is always present, it is countered with relief that these animals are now in a safe place. It is 
countered with pride in the fact that we are providing the best care we can to as many animals as we can. Most 
of all it is countered with gratefulness to you, our supporters, because without you where would these animals 
go and who would help them?

The truth is that I probably couldn’t work here if it weren’t for the generous support from people like you. Your 
support allows us to give these animals the quality of care they deserve.  

MARL is a special organization, truly a different breed of shelter. If  you would ever like to see some of the animals 
that you have helped save, please stop in and visit. I can promise that the feeling you have when you walk out the 
door will not be sadness.

- Magee Humes
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Rita was surrendered to MARL on September 21, 2016. Her previous 
owner said that Rita was quite the escape artist and had gotten loose 
on several occasions. Our staff and volunteers fell in love with Rita 
the minute she walked through our door. She was sweet, gentle and 
extremely affectionate. On January 4th, nearly four months after 
arriving at MARL, Rita was adopted! Her new owner knew about her 
history of escaping and was prepared to keep a close eye on her. We 
were ecstatic that Rita finally found the home she had been waiting 
so patiently for.

Hours after her adoption, we received a devastating phone call 
from Rita’s new owner – Rita had gone missing. As the frigid winter 
temperature continued to plummet, we knew we had to do everything 
in our power to locate Rita and bring her to safety. After countless 
hours of searching, a staff member finally spotted Rita. She was curled 
up in a ball in a wooded area a quarter mile from her new home. 
Luckily, she suffered no injuries – just four very frosty paws. 

The following day, Rita took up residence in the MARL office. Rita 
gladly embraced her role as office dog. She greeted our staff each 

morning with a big smile and wagging tail. Rita made lots of 
friends along the way; humans, cats and dogs included! We started 
to think that Rita’s home was with us, and she would become a forever 
member of the MARL family. 

On August 2nd, Rita’s story changed. A kind, loving and dedicated 
family came to visit Rita and we could tell right away that it was love 
at first sight. Because of Rita’s previous adoption we were reluctant 
to let her go, but as we watched her interact with the family it became 
clear that a perfect match was made. 

MARL’s mission to provide long-term sanctuary for the dogs and cats 
in our shelter is one we hold extremely close to our hearts. We believe 
that though the road might not always be easy, it is worth it. Watching 
Rita walk out the door for the second time was very emotional for our 
staff – there were lots of happy tears involved! It was our pleasure to 
care for Rita and she will always hold a special place in our hearts.

WAY TO GO, RITA!

A Year In Review

PUPPY PARTY
When a stunning 5-year-old American Eskimo Dog named 
Winter came to MARL, she was accompanied by a litter 
of ten beautiful, two-day-old puppies! Boots, Ice, Crispin, 
Blizzard, Frost, Mittens, Sparkle, Crystal, Flurry and Polar 
found forever homes as soon as they became available for 
adoption in February. Watching the Winter Litter grow from 
tiny newborn babies to fluffy, spunky puppies was a unique 
experience our staff will never forget!

A PERFECT MATCH
In response to the 51% increase in cats and dogs arriving 
at our doors, an anonymous MARL supporter committed 
matching summer donations up to $10,000. We are happy 
to announce that with your support, this match was an 
incredible success! These dollars will be hard at work 
providing care to the homeless cats and dogs that depend  
on MARL for their second chance.

MUTTS & MIMOSAS
On Sunday, March 12th nearly 150 guests gathered at our 
shelter for Mutts & Mimosas, an open house complete with 
delicious brunch treats, a catered pancake bar, refreshing 
mimosas and of course, the wonderful company of our 
adoptable cats and dogs!

NAME THAT KENNEL 
Our new Animal Care Sponsorship program launched in 
December 2016 and the response was immediate! Sponsorships 
help to provide basic care, food, and medical expenses for the 
dog or cat residing in the sponsored space. Visit our website to 
learn more about this exciting new opportunity! 

FELINE FREESTYLE
In November 2016, Pet Supplies Plus in Rochester Hills 
constructed a cage-free cat room to house adoptable MARL 
cats. The adoption center can house up to 15 cats at any 
given time! This opportunity has allowed us to introduce 
our fabulous felines to a new audience of potential adopters. 
Since opening, over 20 deserving cats have been adopted 
into loving forever homes.

KITTEN-PALOOZA
In the past two years, the number of kittens aged six months 
or younger cared for by MARL has increased by 60%. Our 
adoption numbers have increased substantially, allowing us 
to take in this record number of homeless kittens. MARL’s 
foster program is also stronger than ever – we couldn’t have 
done it without our loving, dedicated kitten fosters!
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From Intake To 
Adoption: Where Does 

Your Donation Go?
Did you know that each year MARL provides care to over 1,000 animals in need? Like us, each of these cats and dogs has 
a different story. Some animals are brought to us as strays while others are surrendered to us by the only family they have 
ever known. Others are clinging to life and require emergency medical care. We depend upon donations from our generous 
supporters to give every cat or dog the individualized care that they need.

In every edition of the MARL report, we will now feature a different animal to show you the face of a cat or dog that has been 
directly impacted by your support.

INTAKE: Camila was born in our care on Thursday, 
February 16, 2016. Camila had everything she needed to 
live a comfortable puppyhood from day one, including cozy 
bedding, warm blankets, and of course, lots of toys! 

MEDICAL CARE: Because puppies are so vulnerable 
to diseases, extra medical attention was given to Camila to make  
sure that she remained healthy. Puppies require sterilization 
surgery, extra vaccinations, deworming, and other preventative 
treatments to keep them growing strong. 

FOOD: Nothing is more important for a growing puppy 
than an optimum diet! During her stay, Camila consumed 
high-quality wet and dry puppy food (and occasional treats!)

SOCIALIZATION: For puppies, early socialization 
is key. Camila received the human interaction and training 
every young pup needs in order to succeed in a forever home. 
This enrichment and TLC wouldn’t be possible without our 
incredible team of fosters, staff and volunteers!

ADOPTION: Camila was adopted into a loving forever 
home approximately 12 weeks after her birth at MARL.

Camila's Story

FROM INTAKE TO ADOPTION, WE 
ESTIMATE THAT CAMILA’S COST OF 
CARE WAS APPROXIMATELY $275.



MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

The Gift Of Love
A gift to MARL is a thoughtful way to honor or memorialize someone you care about and make a meaningful contribution to the 
lives of the homeless cats and dogs in southeast Michigan. Listed below are gifts made in honor or in memory of a loved one in 
the amount of $20 or more. These gifts were received between February 1, 2017 and August 31, 2017.

Andrew Hanna | Shawn Tomlin
Anne Marie and Mark Gibson | Ed and Martha Demerly
Bashar Tobia| Lois Paquin-Hoffiz
Brian and Charlene Kerman | David and Esther Littmann
Caitlin May | Victoria Martinez
Calla Lily | Amy Dale
Carol Quigley | Lucy Benham and Elisabeth
Chad Buchanan | Kristen, Alex and Anthony Damiano
Champ Boyer | Kenneth and Rona Boyer
Charlene Handleman | Tom Lawrence
Cheri Evans | Amanda Miller
Chris Halas | Barbara Cummings
Christmas Tigar | Candy and Chuck Bartley
Cindy Howard's 65th birthday | Ilene Rubin, Becky Levine
Clover | Nancy Cross
Diane Winterstein | Gary and Lynn Lotoczky
Dr. Alvin and Mrs. Susi Schoenberger | Lisa, Kenny and 
Ruby Fox
Dr. and Mrs. Leon Pedell 45th Anniversary | Lisa Fox
Dr. Marty and Mrs. Mollene Levine | Lisa, Kenny and 
Ruby Fox
Dr. Sonia Pone | Larry and Sharon Schwartz
Edie Arbit | Ruby Fox
Esther Littmann | Carl Littmann

Eunice Galperin | Jody and Gary Astrein
Fran and David Grossman | Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox
Frank and Jimmy's 10th birthday | Kathleen Laufman and 
Doyle Horning
Harper Combs | Wing Lake Development Center
Hobo | Mr. and Mrs. Gary Maloney
Jane Linder | Nancy Spence
Jay and Rebecca Levine's Anniversary | Yvonne Chapman
Jody Astrein | Rachel and Brian Stewart, Karen Weiss
Joni Meahan | Grace Minck, Charlie and Colleen Batcheller
Lady Hayes and Spot Mersino | Vicki Mersino
Lauren Fuller | Bruce and Gayle Fuller
Leslye Golding | Jody and Gary Astrein
Linda Kahn Gale | Lynn Groth
Lisa Jaffe's 60th birthday | Lisa Wasserman
Lynn Hipp | Lisa and Elizabeth Hipp
Madeline Wein | Eric Wein
Marilyn and Glen Papandrea | Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox
Marvin Shulman | Marilyn and Harvey Hortick
Mary Coates, Buster, Dozer and Willy | Diane Kaunelis
Mary Jo O'Donnell | Pat and Dennis O'Neill
Melanie Pesta and Brian Pierce's Wedding | Sharon Castle
Michele Cryder | Jane Flusche
Mr. Dennis Ross | Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox

Mr. Howard Perlman | Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Steel
Nancy Butty | Gail Wiffen
The wedding of Julie Schubiner | John and Joanie 
Hamburger
Pat O'Neill's birthday | Mary Jo O'Donnell
Patricia Betts | Jennifer Klick
Peter Remington | Gary and Jody Astrein
Precious | Beverly Bazzell
Ray Porter | Betty Porter
Rocky | Pamela Byrd
Rocky and Sonya | Betty Seymour
Romero Britto | MaryAnn and Morris Shapiro
Rosie | Steve Bernstein
Roxie | Jennifer Adderley
Sam | Sarah Wood
Sandy Kondos | Jean Usner
Scott and Lisa Behrmann | Howard and Laurie Weinberger
Steve Lauer | Barry and Linda Rosenbaum
Susan Wilson's award | Dr. Sandra Lyness
Theresa Inglis | Mark Inglis
Tom (Tommy) Bremer | The Spevetz Family, Brian and 
Cheryl Lundberg
Wilfred Jarvi | Lynn Longanbach
Will Pennanen | Brian and Cheryl Lundberg

IN HONOR OF

Donald (Don) Bearce | Jerold Farnam, Craig and Tharesa 
Kwiatek, Kenneth and Kellen Martin
Dudley ("Mr. D.") Sakwa | Cindy, Barry, Samuel, Miss 
Peacock & Big Joe Howard
Easton | Angela and Kenneth Fern
Easton | Gary and Lou Krizanowski
Ebony D'Ambrosio | Mark and Natasha Stanger
Elliot Rott | Jody Astrein
Emme | Rita Lou Campbell
Esther Shapiro | Becky and Gary Sakwa
Evelyn Glatt | Laura Goldston
Faye Morrison Lunn | Friends at Providence Southfield and 
Novi Bed Control Department
Forrest | Abbott Middle School NJHS
Garfield | Katie Mile
Ginger and Chester | Lynn and Gary Kajdasz
Glenda Barron | Julie Morrison, Kathy and Don Schemers
Glenn Cathcart | Edward and Hildegard Grysiak
Grace Therese Manardo | Julie and Billy Stern
Great Cotton Queen | Barbara Scherr
Gregory LaBelle | Mr. and Mrs. David LaBelle
Guinness and Daisy | Amy Logan
Harry | Dr. Sandra Lyness
Inga Singleman | Lori, Bill, Dave and Matt
Irma Wald | Daniel Winer
Isis Travnikar | Linda, Jennifer and Carol, Karen Katz, 
Dianne Auty and Gay Thacker
J.P. | Fran and David Grossman
Jack | Esther and David Littmann
Jack Clemes | Gail and David Bennett
Jack Harral | Paula and Dianne
Jade | Kevin and Joyce Regan
Jake | Ron and Joanne Clarke
Janet Sparks | The Dr.'s and Staff at Union Lake Veterinary 
Hospital
Janice Cope and John McDaniels | Gary and Lynn Lotoczky
Jeff Kalski | Dorothy McDaniels, Bob and Catny Hawley
Jeff Lutzenkirchen | Al-Craft Industries, Inc.
Joe Silver | Michael and Janice Schwartz
John and Rita Fushman | Kim Kelly
JP | Susan Cassels Kamin
Judy Clemence | Dr. Noel and Judi Rise
Justin Peltier | Judy Peltier
Kami-cat | Mark and Natasha Stanger
Karen Atkinson | George and Sandy McKinzie
Karen Malesh | Robert and Cathy Hawley
Karen Real | Kristy Merlie
Kathy Loase | Pam Barton
Kathy Sue Hoase | Larry and Sheena Sanford
Kenneth Richard VanHooser | Carol Duffy, Darcie and Jeff 
Martin, David VanHooser
Kenney Driver Sloan | Oakland Hills Assisted Living, Mary 
Sloan, Salina Elementary
Lacy and Hamilton | Linda Kahn Gale
Lady Bice | Dave and Barb Cook
Leonora Shohan | T.F.C. & Associates, Inc.
Lexi | Linda, Allan, Annie, Willow & Megan (Lexi's playmates)
Lexi | Norma and Sandy Lesnick
Lexi Karbowski | Dawn Karbowski
Lillian L. Kapla | Sandra Kapla
Lily | Carol Mann
Lily Ross | Linda Kahn Gale
Linda Sara Avripas | Patricia Lucas
Ling Carr | Mitch and Lynn Carr
Lizzie | Fran and David Grossman and Dennis and Olivia Ross
Lois Howard | Robin and Mike Moscow, Michael and Janice 
Schwartz, Julie and Rick Zussman, Peggy and Martin Clancy, 
Michael and Lori Wayne, Barbara Bressler, Stephanie and 
Sammie Goldberg, Karen and Howard Frehsee, Susan Yorke, 
Sheri Mark and Abe Slaim, Steven Haffner, Laura and Ray 
Wong-Pan, Carol and Robert Johansing, Joe and Jamie 
Garavaglia, Joanna and Jonathan Dwoskin and Jonathan 
and Rachel Serman, Jody and Gary Astrein, Patricia Paroly, 
Marion Gross, Joseph Xavier and Gene Doyon, Gina and 
Arthur Horwitz, The Lieberman Family, Kayla and Rob Stein, 
Marty Burnstein, C. Thomas Ludden, Robert and Adrienne 
Feldstein, Gary and Terri Cooper, Sharon Joseph, Richard and 
Donna Weiss, Karen Safran, Cathy and William Eisenberg, 

Janet and Norman Ankers, Ilene Rubin, Jenny Heinrich, Marlin 
and Jill Kajy, Laila Azzouz, Donna and Tom Nowak, Martha 
and Jerry Siefman, Carol Scheuer, Randy and Trayce Fenton, 
Jessica Woll, Jerry and Ira Wolfe, Edward and Laurie Pappas, 
David Mendelson, Angelo and Sheila Graziano, MaryAnn 
and Morris Shapiro, Linda and Eric Novak, Rebecca Levine, 
Ely and Andrea Tama, Brent Leonard and Bill Baillargeon, 
Police Officers Association of Michigan, Jim and Marge Hiller, 
Rodger Young, Becky and Gary Sakwa, Gary Grewal
Louis | Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weiss
Lucy | Renee Spock
Lyle Yerke and Cheralill Yerke | Cheryl Yerke
Lynn Morris | Daniel Champ
Maestro | Gerald Elliott
Maisie Mettler | Richard and Donna Weiss
Mallory Frenkel | Patti Phillips
Marcia Parven | Diane Learner
Marcie Hunsanger | Carol Coles
Margaret "Peggy" Latozas | Steve and Marlene White
Margaret Shatos | Denise Cura
Maria M. Lombardi | Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Comito
Martini | Alexandra and Andrew Weitz
Marvin Cohn | Cindy and Barry Howard
Mary Armstrong | The Ellwood Girls and Families
Mary Catherine Cairo | Arnie and Sharyanne Kollin
Mary Lou Ledonne | George and Sandra McKinzie
MaryLee Lind | Barry and Cindy Howard, Sarah Sheldon
Matthew William Peyser | Friends and Family at Howard and 
Howard Attorneys, PLLC
Max | Sharon Campbell
Max McLain | Erin McLain
Mecca | Linda Kahn Gale
Mel Markowitz | Michele and Marc Borovoy
Mew Kitty | Trish Saunders
Michael Smith | Lisa Wright
Michelle Bednarski | Julie Stern and Phyllis
Mildred Serra | Amy and Steve Dunn
Millie Burns | Rosemarie Karbal
Minx Makowski | Kathryn Travnikar
Mollie B. Smith | Michael and Deborah Creech
Molly | Bev and Art Tack
Molly | Kenneth Vancil
Moosey Bear | James DeHaan, Laura and Mark DeVries
Mrs. Goldy Rose | Lisa Fox
Mrs. Marilyn Schneid | Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Steel and Family
Mrs. Sue Youngblood | Carol Skalsky
Murphy and Patrick | Phillip and Julia O'Brien
Murphy and Ziggy | Majorie Hughes
Murray Levine | Laurie Weinberger
My cats who have passed | Mary Szymula
My Mother and a special thanks to Don Henderson & Rob 
Preston for helping with the donation | Peter Llewellyn
Nala | Deanna Malczewski, Linda Kahn Gale
Nancy Ellen Fleischmann | James and Margaret Brophy, 
Rebecca Mires, Marian and Dick Hansen, Sam and Diana 
Cianflocco, Adrienne Malczewski, Tom and Diane Evey, Lora 
and Marty Elwart, Margaret Foster
Nancy Jeffery | Debbie Salatin
Nancy Lieberman | Kacy Max, Carly & James Sheridan & 
Family, Kim & Alex Merhan & Felix, Alene Chernick, Marcy & 
John Gottesman & Family, Sharon Barnett, Wendy Davidson
Nora Lee Weber | Jody and Gary Astrein
Olga Levytsky | Anthony and Jeff
Olive | Stuart and Janelle
Orange Cat | Linda Kahn Gale
Otis Arbit | Ken and Lisa Fox, Fran and David Grossman
Otis, Otie Magotie| Lisa, Kenny and Ruby Fox
Pam | Georgianne Lane-Cady
Pat Petry | Magna Closures of America, Inc.
Patricia L. Valdock | Compuware Corporation, Strobe and 
Compuware Friends, Jay and Kris Jordan
Patricia Meixsell | Robin Meixsell
Patricia Saunders | Karen Kish
Patty Scott and Jerry Scott | Jaynie Schiller Craig
Paul Pearman | George and Sandra McKinzie
Peanut | Mary Anna Lake
Pee Wee Nelson | Donna and Richard Weiss
Preg | Hugh and Mary Dean

Quinn | Elizabeth King
Rafiki Klepinger | Laurel and James Brehler
Randy Carron | Connie Schwartz
Raymond Osga | Cindy and Barry Howard
Reba Beyer | David and Barb Cook
Remy | Linda Kahn Gale
Richard H. Noon | The Tippen Family
Richard Harris | Carol and Doug Wyman
Robert (Dickie) Pearce | Bill and Dorothy Pearce
Robert Davison | Jody and Gary Astrein
Robert E. Burns | Susan Malone
Rosemary Collias | The Weitz Family
Rufus | Rosemarie and Lori Karbal
Saddie | Brian Hughes
Samantha | Marty Herrmann
Samantha Mix | Cindy and Barry Howard
Sammy | Margaret and Harvey McLand
Samson Janks | Lenore Hawkins
Sarah Clock and her many dogs | Barbara Bachman
Sassy | Mr. and Mrs. Keith Loebs
Sebastian | Grandpa and Grandma Storm
Shauna Angelica Natchez | Marilyn Natchez
Sherman Malczewski | Marie Malczewski
Shirley Garst | Mr. and Mrs. George McKinzie
Shirley Keller | Jody and Gary Astrein
Spot | John Burton
Stella | Kathy Willette
Stella Moulton | Cheryl Sage
Steve Lemon | Michael and Wendy Chick
Steve Rzepecki | Howard and Laurie Weinberger
Stuart LaKind | Sandy Efros
Sug Nichols | Peggy Nichols
Susan Salter | Danielle Blair and Craig Gaertner
Susanne Neumann | Eric Ruettgers and Douglas Finley, 
Danielle Sun
Sydney Zaleski | James and Renee McCarthy, Kristi Beno, 
Randall and Debra Cooper
Theo | Deborah Theodoroff
Thomas Maruszewski Sr. | Cheri Marshall, Stacey Milio, 
Connie Wojtas and Family
Tiama | Rosalba Pelzer
Tiger, Blue Eyes, Mittens, Orange Ruffy and Christina Gray 
| Mark Shuttleworth
Tigger and Coco | Wendy Beattie
Timothy (Tim) Durkin | William and Jessie Durkin, Doria 
and Denis Lynch, Kathy Gouth
Tim Thompson | Craig and Roxanne Grantz
Timothy Barber | Amerisure Mutual Insurance Company
Toby | Linda and Ralph Lemieur
Tony, the Ambassador | Jim and Barb Rivard
Travis | Carol Altz
Trixie | Mr. and Mrs. James Hackstedde
Tyler | Linda Kahn Gale
Victor Ison | The Piotrowski Family
Wacko | Fran Grossman and Lisa Fox
William (Bill) Hepler | Margaret Magaddino, Mr. and Mrs. 
David Gillespie, Mrs. Nola Hepler
William Roy Hepler and pets | Mr. and Mrs. C. & E. Hepler
Winnie | Linda Kahn Gale
Woofy | Frances Grossman
Zeek | Dr. Lauren Davenport
Zoey | Linda and Allan Gale
Zooey Hazen | Julie and Billy Stern

On this second anniversary of the tragic loss of our friend 
and colleague Pam Porteous, we honor and remember this 
remarkable, courageous woman.
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Abby | Susan Kibbe
Abby Barnes | Henry and Beth Storm
Abby Lake | Rosalie Lake
Adam Douglas Chase | Doris Chase, Karen Chase
Al Chapman | Laila Azzouz
Alberta Dennis | The Ish Family
Allie | Bridget and Michael Dean
Amanda D'Ambrosio | Mark and Natasha Stanger
Andrew and "Jake" Tichansky | Mary Ellen  Hreben
Anka | Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Steel
Anna M. Hersh | David Hersh, Larry Hersh, Jeffrey Hersh 
and Sharon Hawksworth
Aqua | Valerie Boss
Arthur McEwen | Nancy Riddle
Baby Starkey | Dr. Lauren Davenport
Bailey Fugate | Pam Fugate, Matt and Sharon Campbell, 
Norm and Lynne Fugate
Barbie | Paul and Gail Phelps
Bea Phillips | Jaynie and Steve Craig
Bella | Krystle Klitzke
Bella and Macy | Mark and Marta Walterhouse
Belle | Avis Landmesser
Belle, Toby and Shirley Schuman | Sue Pietras
Bethany Hurvitz | Cheryl and Ron Kerwin

Beverly Fried | Michael and Bridget Dean
Bill Van De Mark | Harriet Lytle
Billy Farber | Jay and Becky Levine
Blackie | Patti Klick, Jennifer Klick
Blackie | Deborah Betts
Bobbie Jo Hammond | Jann (Sorensen) Linstruth
Brassai | Dick and Kate Elton
Bruce Pineda | Animal Kind Veterinary Hospital
Buddy | Amy Hinman
Buddy Levine | Cindy, Barry, Samuel, Miss Peacock & Big 
Joe Howard
Bufi | Kelly Swagler and Bradley Stern
Burt (and Buddy) Fangel | Paula Heisler, Jim and Ann 
Marie Hitchcock, Lisa Niergarth, Michele Drake, Nancy 
Mathura, Lori Nelles, Mr. and Mrs. Patricia Sirbaugh
Buster | Brenda and Fred Stern
Cadbury | Nellie Weill
Calli Rush | Heather Rudge
Callie | Monday Night Girls
Carol Ann Mazur | Lawrence Mazur
Carol H. Burnes | Oakland University Writing Center
Carolyn Brown | Connie Schwartz
Casey | Rosemary Garvey
Celeste Simon | Donna Ortyl

Charlotte Sharkey | Susan and Blair Kamin
Chauncey | Linda Kahn Gale
Chico | Fireman Family
Clayton Bone Sr. | Dana and Fred Walker
Connor | Michaelyn Silverman
Cookie Conlan | Aunt Beth and Uncle Henry Storm
Daisy | Marjorie and Frank Yedlin
Dan Keefe | Karen Keefe
Danny Friedman | Linda Kahn Gale
Dean (Dino) | Patti Spycher and Drew Manning
Debra L. Green | Robert and Barbara Hein
Dennis (Denny) Daily | Dr. and Mrs. William Catalona, 
Doris Martin, Bob and Margaret Busse, David and Laurie 
Duncanson, Carol Warnicke, Kevin Pesta, Matt and Rachel 
Bouvier, JoAnn VanTassel, Don and Diane Cordner, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Fleming, Ashley Strassel, Kenneth Dyker, Jean 
Gould, Dale and Nancy Hadel, Angie Dutkiewicz, Bob and 
Shirley Kochanski, Ron and Joanne Clarke
Diamond | Linda Kahn Gale
Diane Taffee | Oakland County Friend of the Court Family 
Counselor Staff
Dolores (Dolly) Blaylock | Jan and Bob Bader, Cheryl Hall, 
James and Karen Lafnear, Josie and Bill Cusumano, Jack 
Blaylock, Michelle and Ben Abing
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2017 Holiday Giving Guide
What do you give the person who has it all? Instead of giving 
the same old gifts this holiday season, give a gift that will 
truly make a difference!

MAKE A DONATION TO MARL IN 
HONOR OF YOUR RECIPIENT
A gift to MARL is a thoughtful way to honor someone you 
care about while making a meaningful contribution to the 
homeless cats and dogs of southeast Michigan. Starting 
November 2017, you can make a sponsorship gift in honor 
of a specific cat or dog at MARL! You can choose to sponsor 
an animal in your own name, or as a gift to someone else. 
You will even have the option to print and mail a card to 
your recipient! For more information visit marleague.org.

DO YOU KNOW about MARL’s Monthly Giving Options?
MARL offers convenient, secure monthly gift-giving options. 
Monthly donations provide a steady and predictable source of 
funding which allows MARL to plan ahead. To learn how you 
can help us provide care to more animals every month, visit 
marleague.org/monthly-giving.

ANIMAL CARE SPONSORSHIPS
Dog Kennel Sponsorship
- �Sponsor’s name displayed on kennel door (this can include 

“in memory of”/”in honor of” tributes) for a full year
- �Monthly email updates about the dog(s) residing in the 

sponsored kennel
- Recognition on MARL’s website
- �Mention on Facebook adoption post when the dog from your 

kennel finds his/her forever home!

Cage-Free Cat Room Sponsorship
- �Sponsor’s name displayed on the door of our cage-free 

cat room (this can include “in memory of”/”in honor of” 
tributes) for a full year.

- �Monthly email updates about the cats residing in the 
sponsored space

- Recognition on MARL’s website

Two Months of Meals for One Animal
- �Email update after two months with adoption and animal 

stories!

To learn more about our Animal Care Sponsorship program 
visit marleague.org/kennel-sponsorship.

SHOP ONLINE VIA AMAZONSMILE!
If you’re doing your holiday shopping online, be sure and visit 
www.smile.amazon.com - it’s the same Amazon you know and 
love! Amazon donates a percentage of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchase back to MARL. Just login with your 
current account and follow the instructions to link MARL to 
your order. It’s such an easy way to make a difference!

Since February 2017, AmazonSmile donations to benefit 
MARL totaled $1,100!

HOLIDAY PARTY GUIDE
It’s time for a meaningful alternative to typical host and 
hostess gifts! As a holiday party host or hostess, request 
that your guests bring a donation or supplies to benefit 
homeless animals. 

Long time supporter, Becky Werk has started her own 
holiday tradition to benefit MARL. This is her story – we 
hope it will inspire you to do the same!

The Start of Something Wonderful
“Our holiday party has been a tradition for nearly twelve 
years, and seven years ago we decided to mix things up. Our 
neighbors and other guests always want to bring something 
to the party. My husband and I go out of state each winter 
and the last thing we need are more things! In the past, our 
grandchildren have collected items for MARL in lieu of gifts 
and we thought, why not give it a try for our holiday party? It 
has been a hit ever since.”

Spreading Holiday Cheer
“Everyone really, really enjoys this tradition. We will see 
people walking in the neighborhood and they’ll always ask, 
you’re doing it again this year, right? They honestly look 
forward to it all year long.”

Making Spirits Bright
“When I see the back of my car full of food, toys and other 
supplies, it always makes me smile. Something as simple 
as a holiday party can have such a positive impact! This 
tradition really means a lot to me, and the fact that I can 
make the winter a little bit warmer for these animals makes 
my heart incredibly full.”

For tips on hosting a holiday party to benefit MARL, 
contact our event coordinator at cjones@marleague.org.
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2017 host 
committee
Honorary Chairs

Hon. Barry & Cindy* Howard

Co-Chairs
Cara Krupa

Jennifer Farber

Host Committee
Jody* & Gary Astrein 

Betsy Barnes 
Tracie Berry

Hon. Jim & Janet Blanchard 
Luanne Broecker* 

Michelle Fallscheer 
Lauren & Gerald Bojanowski

Beth Hall 
Jenny Heinrich* 
Connie Hogan 
Daniel Kelly* 

Kelly Lawrence
Paul & Lisa MacArthur

Deanna Malczewski 
Christine & Carlos Mazzorin

Rep. Michael & Yvonne McCready 
Jana* & Josh McNair 

Susan Murphy* 
Laurie Muschong

Molly Phillips* 
Samantha Phillips

Sue & Robert Spangler
Tara Stevenson

Michelle & Jep Street
Pat* & Ron Verduin 

Stacey Walker
Kimberly & Kenneth Whipple 

Ann Wiacek  
Lori Yankel

 *Member of the 2017 MARL  
Board of Directors

2017 
sponsors

Grand Champion

top dog 
Chief Financial Credit Union

loyal friend 
Team Cat

Best Buddy
Becky and Gary Sakwa

Carlos and Christine Mazzorin
Dennis and Tina Mirku

Law Offices of Barry L. Howard, P.C.
Jane Logan and Bob VanHellemont

Margaret and John Bashur
Sandy and Keith Kondos

Tim and Sue Lucken

Good Dog
Animal Emergency Center

Ann Wiacek
Barry-Bashur Foundation

Betsy Barnes
Dubin Cleaners & Laundry

East Street Pilates
Edcor Data Services LLC

Governor Jim Blanchard & Janet 
Blanchard

MJ and Jay Wright
Yvonne and Michael McCready
Pawsitive Steps Rehabilitation & 

Therapy for Pets
Stonebridge Financial

Tama, Budaj & Raab, P.C., CPA's
Terry Kinchsular and Rick Hamann

Party Animal
Harold G. Schaevitz Industries LLC

Jody and Gary Astrein
John and Allyson Stapleton

John April and Mike Clawson
Lee and Jim Fabiano

Oakland Animal Hospital
PetPeople

Premier Pet Supply
Richard and Joanne Brodie

Rodney and Laverne Hagenbuch
Ron and Patricia Verduin

Scrubbers Dog Wash - Rochester Hills
Sigma Investment Counselors

The Urban Dog

Special Thanks
Kim Hurley & Robin Wright

For information about 2018 sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact Carin 

Jones at cjones@marleague.org.

The Michigan Animal Rescue League’s Yappy Hour is the only 
cocktail party in Metro Detroit where your dog is welcome… 
and this year’s celebration was bigger and better than ever! The 
Wizard of Oz-inspired evening welcomed hundreds of guests 
and their canine companions to the beautiful Rock Garden at 
Meadow Brook Hall. 

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and guests, the 8th 
Annual Yappy Hour was an incredible success. Together, we 
were able to raise over $150,000 to benefit homeless dogs 
and cats in our community!  

The event featured delicious food, an incredible silent auction, 
red carpet photos by Independent Expressions, gourmet dog 
treats complements of The Urban Dog, and a lot of charming 
four-legged guests! 

MARL would like to thank the Yappy Hour Co-Chairs, Cara 
Krupa and Jennifer Farber, for helping put together this 
phenomenal event. 

SAVE THE DATE
The 9th Annual Yappy Hour will be held June 7, 2018 at 
Meadow Brook Hall. Plans are already underway! If you 
are interested in helping with the 2018 Yappy Hour, please 
contact Carin Jones at cjones@marleague.org.
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Sam & Ruby D. Caplan

Jennifer & Jeffrey Farber
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Thank You
West Maple Elementary School in 
Birmingham donated $552 from the 
school’s Talking Zoo Fundraiser!

Lakewood Elementary in White Lake 
donated $543 from the school’s Penny 
Wars fundraiser!

Wing Lake Development Center, 
Room #9 baked and sold dog treats 
in Memory of their friend and student, 
Harper Combs. The students and 
teachers donated all the profits to 
MARL, $150!

Tommy Bremer and Will Pennanen 
asked for donations in lieu of birthday 
presents this year. Together they 
donated $520 and many toys and 
supplies!

The Buczek siblings operated a 
delicious Lemonade Stand and 
donated a generous portion of the 
earnings to MARL, $16!

Abby Adams requested donations for 
MARL in lieu of birthday presents this 
year.  She raised $133!

Kelsey Spence raised and donated 
$418 in MARL’s honor!

Rachael Mills and her American 
Heritage Girls Troop 1308 donated 
much-needed supplies and handmade 
blankets for the dogs and cats!

Isabella and Matt Wenger donated 
money they saved in their piggy 

banks, $19.92, along with food and 
supplies for the animals!

Madeline Labourdette requested that 
guests at her 9th birthday party bring 
food and supplies for MARL in lieu 
of birthday gifts. Madeline and her 
younger brother, Levi, dropped off a 
carload of items and a check for $40!

Ann Mell’s students at Cranbrook 
Kingswood Girls Middle School 
delivered many much-needed 
supplies and food to our Pontiac 
shelter!

Pat O’Neill celebrated her 70th 
Birthday with a very generous gift 
to MARL. Thank you and Happy 
Birthday Pat!

Vickie Pochron and her Pet Supplies 
Plus of Washington Twp. Customers 
collected and donated a dozen boxes 
full of toys and all kinds of treats!

Alexis Allan celebrated her 11th 
Birthday by collecting toys and 
supplies for the dog and cats!  

Evan Crue donated cat and dog food, 
cat litter, and money he saved for the 
animals!

Morgan Nimmo celebrated her 13th 
Birthday and requested gifts for the 
animals instead of for herself. She 
collected money and lots of gift cards 
to our favorite animal supply stores! 

North Oaks Corvette Club donated 
2,000 lbs. of dog and cat food. That 
is literally A TON OF FOOD!

Union Adworks donated their 
services, designing numerous 
marketing materials for MARL 
throughout the year, including  
this newsletter!

Monique Roehl, a dedicated cat 
room volunteer, donated her time 
throughout the year to take incredible 
photos of our cats for the MARL 
website!

Khalood Bojanowski donated her 
winnings from the Heidebreicht 
Chevrolet's Pet Contest to MARL!

Chad and Sam Buchanan collected 
supplies and donations for MARL in 
lieu of birthday gifts! 

Chelsea Schell and Teresa Tomala 
donated their time to photograph 
MARL’s 8th Annual Yappy Hour!

Cathy Coulter donated beautiful 
hand-made quilts to our cats through 
her “Mats for Cats” program!

Sandy Kondos donated her time 
and talents to keep our landscaping 
looking top notch for summer!

Premier Pet Supply donated 
FIVE TONS of food to MARL in 
celebration of their anniversary!

Whole Pet Foods in Commerce 
donated food and supplies!

PetPeople Enterprises raised $3,572 
in donations from the Hearts for 
Paws campaign, and PetPeople - 
Birmingham donated $479 from 
their Penny for Pets campaign!

Melinda Capuano donated the 
proceeds from her bake sale to 
MARL. She raised $357!

Clarkston Area Chamber of 
Commerce raised $280 during a 
bowling event hosted by Young 
Professionals Network!

Magna Electronics employees raised 
and donated $1,150 to MARL!

Incoe Hot Runner Systems raised 
$422 from their Jeans Day!

Seco Tools raised $100 from their bring 
your child to work day fundraiser!

Vince at The Somerset Collection 
raised $661 during their in-store 
event to benefit MARL!

Rusty Bucket Restaurant & Tavern 
collected $175 during the Dine and 
Donate fundraiser to benefit MARL!
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Happy Tails

ELSIE 
Elsie arrived at MARL on March 2, 2017. With her signature snuggles, 
constant smile and laid-back personality, it is no wonder she became 
a favorite of our staff and volunteers! During her stay at MARL, Elsie 
went on numerous outings, enjoyed lots of walks with volunteers, 
and could often be found lounging on the comfy couch in the shelter 
socialization room. In our eyes, Elsie was the total package! Finally, 
a family of MARL volunteers decided they couldn’t pass this sweet 
girl by. She was adopted on September 9, 2017, and has been living 
comfortably in her new home ever since. Elsie pops in every once in a 
while but she makes it clear that she is only stopping in for a visit! 

“We love our Elsie-poo to pieces! She is such a sweet, goofy and 
lovable girl. We learn something new about her every day. Our 
hearts are full!” -Brenda Gordon

We love hearing from MARL alumni! Please send photos and updates to ablaylock@marleague.org or message us on Facebook!

PETUNIA
Little Petunia was brought to MARL on June 22, 2017 by a concerned 
citizen who found her lying on the side of a busy street in Pontiac. 
She was covered in fleas and extremely dirty. Worst of all was the 
condition of her right eye. It was so swollen and infected that we 
couldn’t even see her eyeball. After consulting with a veterinarian, we 
were told that Petunia’s right eye would likely need to be removed. 
A team of three MARL employees took turns fostering Petunia, 
administering eye medication around the clock. Gradually, we began 
to see signs of her little eye peeking out of the infected area. This 
made all of our efforts worth it! Eventually, her eye cleared up and 
Petunia was ready for adoption.

Petunia was a true success story for MARL. Without the diligent care 
provided by our medical staff and employee fosters, Petunia might 
not have survived the night, and most certainly would have lost her 
eye. Although she has some permanent scarring, Petunia is able to 
see again and will live a happy, normal life. Petunia was adopted on 
August 18, 2017.

KIWI
Adopted December, 2016

PENELOPE
Adopted June, 2017 

PETUNIA
Adopted August, 2017

SCRUFFY
Adopted July, 2015 

ELSIE
Adopted September, 2017
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By including MARL in your estate plans, you are leaving a legacy 
of kindness to animals and joining this special group, the MARL 
Guardian Society.

WHY SHOULD I INCLUDE MARL IN MY 
ESTATE PLANS?
You will be ensuring a future for the homeless animals in southeast 
Michigan for generations to come. Your gift will provide life-saving 
care to dogs and cats with nowhere else to turn.

Those who notify MARL of inclusion in their estate plans, at any level, 
are eligible to become a member of The Guardian Society. Members 
receive special benefits including complimentary invitations to MARL 
events, recognition as a special friend and the opportunity to enroll in 
the pet guardianship program.

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
It is surprisingly easy to make the gift of a lifetime. Planned gifts 
include but are not limited to:
- Bequests included in wills
- Living Trusts
- Charitable gift annuities
- Life insurance policies
- Retirement plan assets

Please consult with your financial advisor, attorney or trust officer to 
determine the best option for you.

To learn more visit marleague.org or contact Magee Humes at 
248-335-9290 or mhumes@marleague.org.

MICHIGAN ANIMAL
RESCUE LEAGUE

A different breed of shelter.

Guardian Society


