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COVID-19: 
HOW YOU 
CAN HELP
One of the best things you can do to help 
MARL through this tough time is donate! 
Donating will help us buy supplies as we 
need them and provide important medical 
care to the animals. You can also bring 
donations of supplies to the shelter. Right 
now, we are especially in need of wet and 
dry dog and cat food, bleach, paper towels, 
and dog treats! You can also buy supplies 
through our Amazon Wish List (available 
at marleague.org) and have them shipped 
directly to the shelter.

To learn more about dropping off donations 
and MARL’s policies during COVID-19, please 
contact our office at 248-335-9290.



ABOUT MARL
The Michigan Animal Rescue League 
(MARL) is one of southeast Michigan’s 
most established shelters, serving the 

animals and community since 1953.

MARL is a private, 501(c)(3) 
organization and our work is 
supported solely by private 

contributions, which are tax-
deductible. Federal Tax ID: 38-1557622

MARL BOARD
Cindy Howard | President

Daniel Kelly | Secretary
Molly Phillips | Treasurer
Jody Astrein | Director

Luanne Broecker | Director
Ralph Caplan | Director
Patricia Cox | Director

Beth Davidson | Director
Laura Fenton | Director

Jenny Heinrich | Director
Cindy Kenety | Director
Jana McNair | Director

Kimberly Whipple | Director
Robin Wright | Director

ON THE COVER
Prancer was brought to MARL in 

December of 2019. This pup was a 
kind, genuine, and all-around good 
girl who loved playing in the MARL 

ball pit! As soon as you took one 
look at those beautiful brown eyes, 
you could feel her loving and kind 

personality radiating out – we know 
her adopters certainly could! It didn’t 

take Prancer long at all to find her 
perfect new family and go home in 

January 2020.

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Magee Humes

COMMUNITY 
ADVISORY 

BOARD
Honorable Barry Howard

Deanna Malczewski
Susan Murphy
Ken Whipple
Lori Yankel

CONTACT
790 Featherstone | Pontiac, MI 48342

DURING CONSTRUCTION, MARL IS 
TEMPORARILY OPERATING OUT OF  

1624 N. Perry Street  
Pontiac, MI 48340

P: 248.335.9290 | F: 248.335.0261  
E: info@marleague.org

www.marleague.org

VISITING HOURS:  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 

Saturday 12-5 PM 

Open Late Thursdays 
12-7 PM

When the MARL Report was ready to print in early March, there was no 
mention at all of COVID-19 in the original issue. At that time, MARL was not 
impacted by the coronavirus. As with everything in the state and the world, 
that changed harshly and suddenly.

While we are all grappling with the short-and long-term impact of COVID-19, 
there is one constant where MARL is concerned. We are here – as steady as 
ever – for the animals. We took significant precautions to keep everyone safe 
and do our part to mitigate the spread of this virus. But because the needs of 
the animals never went away, neither did MARL. We never closed our doors 
and we do not plan on abandoning the animals or people in the community 
who need us. Things might look different. We have had to adjust, make 
difficult choices, and take precautions, but we are here providing essential 
services to the animals and the community that we are proud to serve.

Team MARL is here, boots on the ground, as they say, prepared to get the 
animals through this time of great uncertainty. However, we can’t do it 
without your help. Your support is what has gotten us to this point – able to 
remain effective when the going gets tough. We need you more than ever to 
help us continue to do what we do best – respond to the needs of the dogs 
and cats who have nowhere else to turn.   

These are indeed challenging times. We continue to take in abandoned and at-
risk animals, and we have had to adjust our fundraising plans for the year due 
to social distancing. For the health and safety of our staff and supporters, we 
have made the difficult decision to cancel our popular Yappy Hour, requiring 
us to raise an additional $150,000 this year to meet our operating needs.

Just as we will do all that we can for the animals who need us most, we ask 
that you continue to support MARL. You will see several ways you can help and 
support MARL within this newsletter. I hope you are moved to do what you can.

There is a steadfast team who will always be here at MARL, along with 
countless numbers of dogs and cats who are relying on your support.
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LET’S GET 
SOCIAL!

Be sure to LIKE the Michigan 
Animal Rescue League Facebook 
page for the latest shelter news 

and updates, including adoptable 
animals, recent adoptions, 

upcoming events and more!

Can’t get enough of our adorable, 
adoptable cats and dogs?  

Follow @mar_league on Instagram!
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Our cage-free cat room is a great 
place for shy and nervous cats to relax 

and come out of their shell at their 
own pace. During her stay at MARL, 

senior resident Silver went from 
reserved to confident and made lots 
of friends along the way. She went 

into a special senior foster home four 
months after her arrival and has been 

loving life ever since.

Puppies and kittens, oh my! Litters 
require extra TLC during their stay 

at MARL. Medical care, an optimum 
diet, and lots of early socialization 
are the key to helping these little 
bundles of joy grow into happy, 

healthy, adoptable pets! When we 
have litters of puppies and kittens in 
our care, you can always find a staff 
member snuggling these adorable 

babies by the armful!

Active dogs that need to burn a little 
extra energy during the day have a 
blast running, jumping and playing 
in MARL’s rumpus room. Complete 

with endless toys, a ball pit, and 
agility equipment, our rumpus room 
is always ready for action! Rico and 

Ralph are two of the many dogs who 
love to run and play the day away – 

tag, you’re it!

MARL’s temporary home is right next 
door to Galloway Lake Park, a great 
place for dogs who enjoy the great 
outdoors! If the sun is shining, you 
can be sure and find our staff and 
volunteers out and about with one 
(or more!) of our adoptable dogs. 

Okie, Annie, and Rico love going for 
walks together and spending time 

by each other’s side.

MARL resident Loki was not a fan 
of other cats and wasn’t doing well 
in our adoptable cat room. He was 
transferred over to our office area, 

where he resided in a large cat condo 
and had the whole space to himself 
to run, play, and swat envelopes off 

the printer. A change of environment 
did a world of good for Loki. He was 

adopted by his favorite volunteer two 
months later! 

Getting our animals ready to go to 
their forever homes is an incredibly 

rewarding moment for our staff. 
Tuba was with us for over three 

months before finding his perfect 
match. Saying goodbye was hard, 

but absolutely worth it! We miss our 
friends once they are adopted, but 
are always happy to see them off to 

bigger and better things.

Working in the world of animal welfare can be 
unpredictable, challenging, rewarding, and everything 
in between. It’s a hard job, but our team of staff and 
volunteers are focused on providing the best care we 

can to as many animals as possible. 

These shelter snapshots show you what a typical (or 
not so typical!) day in the life at MARL looks like.
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TUBA’S STORY
Tuba found his way to MARL in November 
of 2019 after being transferred from another 
shelter. At first he appeared to be in perfect 
health, but what we didn’t know yet was that 
Tuba had a long road ahead of him before 
finding his forever family.

Everyone who met Tuba was instantly charmed. 
This cute comedian would bounce around 
the room chasing toys, sleep upside down, 
and wave his paw in the air when asked to 
sit. However, just a few days after his arrival, 
Tuba suddenly became lethargic and had 
trouble breathing. MARL staff rushed him to 
the emergency vet where he was diagnosed 
with a bad case of pneumonia and a lifelong 
heart murmur.

Tuba went home with a special foster mom 
who took care of him for weeks until he finally 
started feeling better. He wasn’t back at MARL 
for long, though, before he developed painful 
bumps between his toes! Tuba was reluctant 
to go back to the vet to get them removed, 
but while he was there, they also gave him 
a little “nose job” to help him breathe easier 
and improve his heart over the years.

When he was finally ready for adoption, this 
charismatic guy could not be contained to 
his kennel. Tuba lived in the office where 
he became the official greeter for everyone 
walking through. His joyful personality 
and dashing good looks got the attention 
of adopters in February. After a long and 
challenging journey Tuba finally went home 
with the loving family he always deserved!
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OUT ON 
THE TOWN
MARL’s enrichment program is just one of 
the many ways we strive to give our dogs 
the best “quality of the wait”. Adjusting to 
shelter life can be hard and, even when 
staff and volunteers make every effort to 
make a dog’s temporary home welcoming, 
it can still be a challenging transition for 
new residents. Enrichment is a fun way to 
keep dogs thinking and moving, and to 
ultimately keep them happy and healthy!

There’s one activity that stands out from 
the rest - outings! Volunteers who are in 
the outing program can take a dog out 
for a day (or night) on the town. MARL 
dogs frequent local bark parks, ice cream 
shops, Home Depots, nature trails, and 
more. Sometimes they even get to have 
sleepovers with their favorite volunteers!

These outings are more than just fun 
though. Volunteers fill out a “report card” 
after each outing that helps our staff learn 
how each dog reacts to new experiences 
outside the shelter. Outings also help our 
dogs build confidence, reduce their stress, 
and help to get their energy out! We 
hope you enjoy these pictures of our dogs 
exploring the world outside of MARL.
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THE GIFT OF LOVE
A gift to MARL is a thoughtful way to honor or memorialize someone you care about and make a 
meaningful contribution to the lives of the homeless cats and dogs in southeast Michigan. Listed 
below are gifts made in honor or in memory of a loved one in the amount of $20 or more. These 

gifts were received between September 1, 2019 – February 29, 2020.

IN HONOR OF
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Barbara Malberg | Jennifer and Fayeth Hankins
Beckie Willis | Amy Kramer
Becky Levine | Mary and Dennis Chapman
Becky Levine | Cindy, Barry, Samuel, Miss Peacock 
and Big Joe Howard
Benny | Carol Parker-Burg
Bentley | Gail Linn
Betsy Barnes | Bob and Maryann Barnes
Beverly Erikson | Fay DuVaull
Blu | Nancy and Bill Barbour; Margaret Warner
Bob and Patti Kohnert |	Marilyn Kohnert
Bradley and Icia Cox | Francine Cutler
Buddy Turnbull | Taylor Turnbull
BWGYBC | Maki Vine
Catechists | St. Michael Catholic Community
Chloe Brasmer | Marian Brasmer
Choco and Red | John Almstadt
Chris Adams | Thomas Adams
Chris Halas | Barbara Cumming
Cindy and Barry Howard | Ilene Rubin
Club Pet Too | Cindy, Barry, Samuel, Miss Peacock 
and Big Joe Howard
Colleen Woof | Arthur Greenstone
Connie Sepelak | Tony Mollica
Cuddles and Cocoa Bean | Rebecca Rundquist
Curtis, Heather, and Skylee Adams | Thomas Adams
Cyndi | Gail and Trevor Wiffen
Dakota | Edward Kowalczyk
Dan and Jasmine Adams | Thomas White
Dan and Nancy Clifford | David and Phyllis Rickabus
Derek White | Debi Kirsch
Dexter Tilds | Kirkman and Marchiando Families
Don Westerdale | Maria Newman-Kiser
Dr. Jules and Staff | Paula Tromp
Father Luke Krotkiewicz |  Judi Watson
Glen Rader | Jon Campbell
Helen Ross | Martha Wale
Henry | Mary Jo and Robert Weiss
Hobo | Mr. and Mrs. Gary Maloney
Honor of Rachael & Stephanie - Memory of 
Shadow, Cody and Roxy | Marci Bloom-Vettese
Hudson | Amy Slosar
In Honor of Pat Nichols and In Memory of Coco 
Nichols | Kristina Nichols
Jackie DeConinck | Lauren Bridenbaugh
James Bauer | Susan Wood
Jan Schoneman | Karen Schoneman
Jay and MJ Wright | Allison Modelski

Jeff Call and Stan Bojanczyk |  Sigma Beta Sorority
Jeffrey and Beth Davidson |  A. Alfred Taubman 
Foundation
Jennifer Allen and Glenn Loriaux | Jill Russell
Jennifer Jensen | Heidi and Brian Cunningham
Jill Boyd | Krista Flagg
Jody Astrein | Marc, Joanne and Bella Weisman; 
Bruce Thal
John and Julia Bauer | Susan Wood
John and Tammy Adams |  Thomas Adams
Judy Johnson | Laurie Giglio
Karen and Bob Edwards and Buddy |  Gretchyn, 
Jim, and Julian Edwards
Kathy Solan | The Four Solan Boys
Kermala Dudley | Mrs. Cathy Polen
Kim Hurley and Robin Wright | Mary Jean Schoettle
Kimberly and Kenneth Whipple | Mr. and Mrs. 
Douglas Londal
Kristine Thomson | Barbara Neuman
Linda Battaglia | Lenore Hawkins
Linda Sue and Bob Fries | Raisa Irwin; Jennifer LePard
Lisa Fox | Fran, David, and Nike Grossman
Lisa Shinoda | Susan Tauber and Kelly Ackroyd
Lisner Animal Hospital | Cindy, Barry, Samuel, Miss 
Peacock & Big Joe Howard
Lorrie Kelia | Susan Cassels Kamin
Lucy Merritt | Esther Littmann
Luna | Mr. and Mrs. William Ripper
Lynn and Twilight | Gina and Nick Herdegen
Marge Monaghan | Fairmount Properties, LLC
Margie Maher | Sharon Campbell
Marilyn Kohnert | Bob and Patti Kohnert
Marilyn Mossman |  Kenny, Lisa, and Freddi Fox
Marla Brandt | Jacquelyne Taurianen
Marty Belkin | Stacy and Michael Zousmer
Mary Cox | Glenna Paukstis
Mr. and Mrs. J. Randolph’s wedding | Fran & David 
and Lisa & Kenny
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Vedder | Dr. and Mrs. Victor Amato
MrCozmo | Kathy Best
Mylo | Carol Winokur
Nancy Barton Kenney | Laurie Giglio
Nelli | James Harkins
Noah Abentrod | N. Susan Abentrod
Olivia Ross | Fran, David, and Nike Grossman
Pat Trout | Gerard Stevenson
Patricia Betts | Jennifer Klick
Patricia Erickson | Beverly and Matthew

Patricia Erickson | Maureen McLaughlin
Patricia Erickson | Kathleen McLaughlin
Paul Hoppe | Christine Parker
Peter Jesuale | Sarah Jesuale
Poppy Turnbull | Taylor Turnbull
Pops and Peggy Marshall | Peter and Sarah Gurney
Raisa Irwin | Bob Fries
Ralph Volk and Barb Derian | Robin Elkus
Remington Campbell Hunter | Sybil Hunter
Rex | Joe and Anne Gardner
Richard Edgar | The Edgar children
Rod and Sue Steel | Karen, Melanie and Patty
Ronald and Patricia Verduin | John Almstadt
Rose and Joe Brichta | Bethany Brichta
Rosemarie Gancer | Christine Reigle; Rick, Alee and 
Patty Murphy
Sam Fritz | Regina Hiipakka
Sandy Kondos | Nancy Harkins
Scooter | Paul Prange
Scott and Kara Zuchlewski |  Susan Bommarito
Sharon Forrest | Maureen Forrest
Stanton-Johnson Family | Nancy Skoczylas
SueZanne White | Stephanie and Joe White
Summer | Elizabeth McClain
The Buchanan Family | The Harlan Buchanans
The hard work & dedication of Jessie Lussenden 
and Magee Humes | Michael Mirto and Paul Hayes
The Hurwitz Family | Mark and Susan Koehl
Thomas and Esther Hartshorn | Joseph Hartshorn
Tony Volante | Thomas Adams
Tucker | Karen Tsuchiya
Tumbleweed “Brodie” | Mr. and Mrs. James Fleming
Walled Lake Consolidated Schools therapy dogs, 
Champ & Dakota | Walled Lake School Employees 
Federal Credit Union

IN MEMORY OF
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Alfie Haldane | Doug and Kathy Haldane
All of our Angel Dogs in Heaven | Steve’s Deli
Allen Charnes | Debra Ann Snetting; Barb 
and Steve Schwartz; Robin Orechkin; Dale 
and Jerry Rubin; Harold Kaufman; Kathy and 
Bruce Tobin; The Katanicks; Gail and Barry 
Herschman; Julie and Billy Stern; Jon and 
Claudia Washburn; Sue (Bonfe), Bill, Nancy 
(Minsky) and Mike Rosen; Joanne Paul; Scott 
and Deanne Edgar; Eileen Millstone; Chriss 
A. Golden and Family; Susan Lloyd; Carol 
Rubenfaer; Jacob Haas
Angelina Loftin | Lauren Davenport
Anna & Herb Hilz and Mrs. Widger |  
Helen Scarpelli
Apollo Cottrell | Erin Brotherton
Aqua | Robert and Valarie Trusty
Ashley, Beybey and Chloe | James Farris
Bailey | Freda and Joel Lerman
Bailey Stern | Robin Moscow
Barb Thompson | Karen Morrow
Barbara Levin | Jay and Becky Levine
Baxter | Mary Ellen Dawson
Baxter | Lori Yankel
Bear | Drieka DeGraff
Bella | Arlene and Larry Simoni
Bella | Judith Shindorf
Benny | Carol Wyman
Bob Butler | George and Sandy McKinzie
Brad | The Haratsaris Family
Brady | Wyatt Weitz
Bub Glazer | Gail Efros
Buddha | Jody and Gary Astrein
Buddy | Estate of Bruce and Barbara Castle
Bumper | Stephen Wyatt
Bunny Behrmann | Laurie Weinberger
Buttercup | Howard and Laurie Weinberger
Calleen Berndt | Richard Berndt
Captain and Big Fella | Barbara Derian
Carol Mazurek | Lisa Lorenz; Loretta Myers; 
Reba Meagher; Holly Denocour
Carol Swaffield | Ann Stoner
Carole Pasch | Amy Shapiro
Cass Van Husen | Hugh Dorris
Cementine | Darlene Macciomei
Charlene Gallardo | Gary and Teresa Birkett; 
Camille and Gene Milose
Charles F. Peters | Phyllis Peters; Kirk and 
Linda Hamilton
Charley | Ann Conigliaro
Charlie | Joanee and Steve Hurwitz
Cheryl Coleman | David and Esther Littmann
Chloe | Jeanne Umholtz and Bob
Clicquot | Brian J. Hughes
Coco Nichols | Kristina Nichols
Colby, Jim and Delores | Mike and  
Carol Wendorf
Cookie, Emerson and Cleopatra | Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Spina
Cooper Michael David | Bob and  Maryann 
Barnes; Bridget Ray
Corbin | Amanda Younger
Corynne and Kalie | Judy Rasys
Cowboy Sims | Kim Hurley
Cuddles and Sally | Phil and Irene Rundell
Cyndi | Elaine and Bob Harrison
Dan Eldon | Donald and Jacqueline Ingersoll; 
Frank and Brenda Skosich; Brian Churchill; 
Jennifer Hatchett; Janet Eldon; James and 
Denise Ferrand; The Jazvac Family; Elizabeth 
Eldon; Rick Wood
Daniel J. Kowalski | Dianne Phillips
Daniel Sturgis | Brian Menghini
Dave Dewey | Pam’s Eurchre Club
Dear sweet Betty Neal | Linda and  
Herbie Glass
Delores VoVillia |  Mike and Carol Wendorf
Dennis Kuirsky | Teresa McMahon
Diana Lynne Snyder | Joslin and Jim Crowe
Diva | Rosemarie Karbal
Diva |Ann Weber
Dixie Liggett | Susan Liggett
Dori | Janelle Konstam

Doris Conklin | Jim and Linda Kirk
Dorothy M. Jones | Terence Jones
Douglas Dalgleish Sr. | Robert Robb, Jr.
Dudel (Dude) | John April and Mike Clawson
Dudley | Janice Young
Earl Hook | Willis Garratt; Robert Hallett; 
Jeffrey and Celeste Seborowski; M.A. and 
Bob Dustman; Frederick and Julie Pankey; 
Bob and Robin Schuetz; Lauri and Mike 
Davis; Katrina Schwarz; Janise Torres; Janell 
Umscheid; Diane Rogers
Eddie | Jenny Heinrich
Eileen Jones | George McKinzie
Eric Lyons | Molly Anderson; Rebecca Pound; 
Anonymous; Jennifer Veale
Ernie | Georgia Fincannon
Estelle Woodcock | Pamela Borgman
EV | Jill Schubiner & Ryan Schubiner
Farkie, Sweetie and Peetie | Sandra Kapla
Fred Bowen | Heidi Bowen
Freddie and Kruger | Valerie Lauer
Gary Michaels | Laura Michaels
Gary Plank and Batman | Emilie Plank
Gary West | Lynn Kacy and Bill Ellsworth; 
Janet MacCormack; Norris and Penny Miller
Gerald Pitts | Virginia Rains; Rod and Susan 
Wilson; Norma Cribbs
Gertie | Fran, David and Nike Grossman
Gerty, the one-eyed Lady Pirate | Margo 
and Prince
Ginger and Ally | Debbie Musselman
Ginny | Carol and Doug Wyman
Gracie | Joanee and Steve Hurwitz
Grandma Moly | Jessica Caughell
Gus | Village Boutique Staff
Gus Kaselemis | Karin Kaselemis
Harley | Jeff and Kathy Plank
Heidi Leigh Lengyel and “the Boys” | Dr. 
and Mrs. Steven Lengyel
Hodge Groh | Angela Schumacher
Honey | Julie and Jan Klein
Horse - Shesa | Sandy and Andy Dubin
Irene Ablan | Louise Ablan
J. J. | Mary Lauria
Jack | Laurie Weinberger
Jack Barnette | Brian Menghini and Anita 
Campbell; Terry Walker
James Dellas | George and Sandra McKinzie
Janet Badgero | Paul Badgero
Jennie Plecer | Joseph and Margaret Meakin
Jessie Jane Outlaw | Robbin Outlaw
Joann Wolfbauer | Yvonne Misuraca
Joe | Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Nichols
John and Patricia Vitta | Abigail Eynon
Josh Sellers | Scott and Deb Sellers
Joyce E. Susalla | Angela Susalla
Judie Williams | Sharon Smith
Judith Matasar | Kenneth Matasar
Julia Giles-Davis | Steve Downer
Julie Nelson-Klein | Rover
Justin Peltier | Judith Peltier; Jill Liegghio 
and Barton Malow Foundation 
Kacy McCain | Anonymous
Kara | Amy Shapiro
Karen Larkin | Robert Larkin
Karyn Rex | Elaine and Bowden Brown
Katherine R. Wright and Mariam H. 
Wright | Mariam H. Wright Living Trust 
Administration
Kathy Loase | Pam Barton
Kipper, Rascal and Shadow | Mr. and Mrs. 
John Chalifour
Kona Kiebler | Kayla, Rob and Joey Stein
Lady Amberleigh | Sandralynn Riss
Lawrence Vincent Williams | Diane and 
Rodney Lloyd
Lexie | Jody Astrein
Lilly and Rugby | Elizabeth Deacon
Lina | Jen Maigret; Cindy Howard
Link | Raymond and Jessica Buzenski
Little One, Peppy and Michalo | Lori Jubelt
Louise Czakowski | Janet Payne
Lucy Ferguson | The Lermans

Lucy, Sparky, Nino, Sally, Abbey and Maggie 
| Yvonne and Frank Schalm
MacGregor, Tabby and Midnight | The White’s
Macy | Rose Olandese
Maddie | Phyllis Brickner; Julie Stern
Maddie | Peggy Green
Magic | Jacquie and Lynn Stephenson
Margaret Dziurlikowski | Karen Jaeger
Margaret Wheeler | Donna Paul
Maria Rosa Flores | Jorge Gonzales
Marian Ciucci | Jerilyn Sandifer
Mark David Strausberg |  Patricia Strausberg 
Workman; Ray Hatherley; Louise Heyza; 
Daniel and Connie Strausberg; Susan 
Palmer; Laura and Norman Harrison and 
Family; Karen Schantz
Marshall Davis | Kenny and Lisa Fox
Mary Frances Parsons | Pamela Borgman
Mary Jo Spindler | Janet Pedersen
Mary L. Coates, Sammie, Dozer, Willy and 
Buster | Diane Kaunelis
Marylou Fedosky | Robert Fedosky
Max | Becky Levine
Maya and Rocky | Stefanie Varga
Meja Thoma | John and Julie Thoma
Melissa Lucile Crechiolo | Terry Gibbons
Mia Whitham | Lois Whitham
Michael Coutelle | Margaret Roberts
Michael J. O’Shaughnessy | Jeff and Diane 
Paulsen; Richard and Deanna Rohe; David 
Wellman
Michael Morrow |  Brian Menghini; Michael 
Ullom; Jeanne Byron and Family; Susan 
Johnston; The Byron Family
Michele Kotzian | Diana Carr
Mickey and Meesha | Darold and Lauren 
Ottersen
Millicent Farnham | Greg and Diane Meisser
Millie Hozman | Susie Wispe
Milo | Fran and David Grossman
Mimi | Kathy Travnikar; Gay Thacker; Linda, 
Carol and Jennifer
Mitch | Kerri Lackey
Mocha | Jeanie Hubbard
Molly | Nadine Scodellaro and Daryl 
Slowinski; Troy Wright; Kenneth Vancil
Monty | Jana McNair
Moosie Rodenkirch | Joe and Kathy Mignano
Morty | Debbie and Albert Holtz
Mr. Shadow, Roy and Sam | Joy and May 
Ann Troy
Mrs. Pat Lyons | Mr. Kevin Lyons
Murfee, Mojo, and Chloie | Marcy Gargulinski
Nancy Olandese | Don and Jeanette Nadler
Nature Boy | Cheryl Stanley
Nick | Shelly A. Miller
Nicki Oliver | Georgina Hagemayer
Nomad | Dan and Melanie Plank
Oliver | Judy and Dan Winer; Fran, David and 
Nike Grossman; Kenny, Lisa, and Freddi Fox
Oreo Muller | Carrie Muller
Otto | Maynard and Marilynn Flusty
Our “Ashley” | Dr. and Mrs. Anthony Lenzi
Our two kitties | Pamela Ackerman
Owen | Hilary Haber and Ollie; Lisa and 
Scott Wasserman
Ozzy Docks | Richard Brown
Patricia Lyons | Larry Lyons
Peanut | Michael and Hedi Carty
Peggy Dziurlikowski | The Malega Family; 
Ronald and Marie Barringer
Pepper Burns | Nancy Riddle
Pepper, Godi, and Louie | Tracie, Charlie and 
Kyle Berry and Ella, Jack, Fiona and Dylan
Phyllis Jenson | Lisa Lilly; John and Gail Lilly
Picasso | Dr. Jeff Gruber
Pico - A Beautiful Boy | Mary Brady
Pony | Rachael Richardson
Poo Bear Extraordinaire (“Boo”) Pinardi | 
Rodney Lloyd and Diane Chambeau
Popeye | Robert and Cathy Hawley
Pudding | Ron and Janet Strote
Quincy | Matt and Pamela Bartolone

Quincy | Maggie Madigan
Radar Siefman | Donna and Richard Weiss
Ray Porter | Betty Porter
Renee Ann Armstrong | Terry Stephens
Renee Sevigny | Karen Godschalk
Richard Beagle | Jessie Lussenden; Thomas 
and Elizabeth Greenwood; Larry, Kendra 
and Renee Porter; Joseph Petrovcik; Bob 
and Andi Beagle; Glengary Staff; Sheila 
Weber; Diane L. Mash and Family; Skip and 
Sylvia Moody; Janet Acheson; The Phillipson 
Family; The Osburn Family; Colleen Mahan; 
Jack Chettleburgh
Richard Glanz | Lisa and Scott Wasserman
Richard Smith | Linda and Herbie Glass
Riley and Wilson |  Chris and Dennis Walsh
Ringo | Fran and David Grossman
Robert F. Zorn | Nancy Zorn
Robert Falska | Mark Jaworski; Cynthia 
Falska and Patrick Tinney
Roger Pauls | Mr. and Mrs. Michael Chick
Rollie | Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hanser
Romeo | Laura and John Evans
Rosie | Sarah Vano
Ruby | Pam and Mark Landstrom
Ruby | Tim Simpson and Jeremy Dafoe
Rudy Pale | Al and Janice Mosesso
Rusty | Susan and Blair Kamin
Ryken | Jenny Heinrich
Sadie Yezak | Paula D’Ambrosio
Sam Caplan | Pauline, Al, Josh and Emily 
Linden; Cindy and Barry Howard
Shadow | John and Rosemary Prueter
Shasta | Diane Norsworthy
Shayna | Fred and Brenda Stern
Shiloh, Kealiah, Mr. Patches, Harley and 
Magoo | Noel Nevshehir
Shirley Grusnick | Shirley Levitt; Darcy 
Martin; Cynthia Toth; Cindy Reinke; Don and 
Lunda Foote; Ann Dion; Jackie Pifer
Simba | Lori Yankel
Sofie | Bette Walker
Sophia | Julie and Jan Klein
Speedy | Janet Wood
Stella Moulton | George Peters
Stephanie W. Ellwood | Cindi Hopkins
Steven C. Lutz | Michele Kersten-Hart
Sunshine | Art Roberts
Sunshine Tocco | Stephanie Spinale and 
Judy Kramer
Susie Parliament | Kendra, Larry and 
Renee Porter
Sweet Little Oscar | Fran and David 
Grossman and Lisa and Kenny Fox
Sylvia Darby | Skittles
Terry | Anna Franklin
Theresa Lady | Lisa Bachner Bravine; William 
Lemons; Patricia Haustein; Corrine Peraino; 
AkzoNobel co-workers and friends
Theron Heine | Dick and Chris Colpaert, 
The Kogler Family; Lisa Fisher; Gary and 
Janet Goldberg; Arthur and Karen Tregenza; 
Pete and Carrie Cassano; Gary Rupprecht; 
Kelli Haidle; Ed and Jo Makin; Rochelle and 
Norman Greenfield; Tark, Kristen and Trey; 
Bob Petrillo; Dave and Sue Owen; Linda 
Murphey; Carol and Nicholas Berman
Tiger Oakley | Janet and Beth Neurice
Toni Bufe | William Bufe
Tucker Luke | Linda L. Zurilla
Turbo Bendes | Darlene Bates
Walter White | Gloria White
Wanda Salaske | Melissa Winter; John and 
Katie Johnson
Weldon the Wonderdog | Michele Nelson
William E. Holloway | Rita Irwin
Willie Larson | Oakland County  
Treasurer’s Office
Wilson Migliazzo | Claudia Sills
Xena | Bonnie, Karen, Fran, and Lisa
Ziggy | Mary Keller
Zoe and Zachery | Kristina Kidd
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CONSTRUCTING 
MARL’S NEW HOME

MARL’s new facility has been under construction for 10 months now, and we 
are anxiously awaiting the move into our incredible new building! The exterior 
structure was finished just in time for winter to hit, and over the following few 
months construction on the inside of the building moved along quickly. All 
the areas and rooms inside our new facility are already structurally complete! 
In the springtime we started on the windows, siding, and outdoor kennels. Up 

next will come interior finishes for floors, walls, cabinets, and equipment.

During all this construction, a few lucky MARL dogs were invited to come out 
and get a sneak peek! They loved sniffing around the new shelter building 

and meeting all the hardworking people that are making it happen.

The COVID-19 shutdowns have paused work at the construction site. While 
we are expecting some delays, our fantastic team of Frank Rewold & Sons and 
Ply+ Design & Architecture is working on strategies to recover lost time. We 

are optimistic and anticipate the project to complete by this fall.
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CONTACT US
To find out more about how to 

document your gift please contact 
Executive Director, Magee Humes, 

at mhumes@marleague.org or  
248-778-5351 or visit marleague.org.

“My grandkids will see our family 
name on this room and know that we 
were a part of something significant. 
They will know that philanthropy and 

kindness are important.”

- MARL CAMPAIGN 
DONOR

CAN I SECURE A 
NAMING OPPORTUNITY 

WITH AN ESTATE/
PLANNED GIFT?

Yes!  During the course of the 
campaign, donors of documented 
estate/planned gifts can qualify for 
naming opportunities in the new 
building.  You can designate your 

gift to a specific need at MARL or it 
may be unrestricted and used where 

needed most at the shelter. Please 
contact us for additional information 
on how best to document your gift.

WHAT IS A  
MULTI-YEAR PLEDGE?
A multi-year pledge allows a donor 
to make annual payments towards 

a commitment at a comfortable 
pace. For example, a $25,000 pledge 
commitment towards MARL’s HOME. 

HEART. FURVER. campaign allows 
a donor to significantly impact the 

dogs and cats, select from a list 
of naming opportunities within 
the new building, have their gift 

matched dollar for dollar, AND it can 
be paid over a period of five years.

1 3  I  S P R I N G  S U M M E R  2 0 2 0 1 4  I  S P R I N G  S U M M E R  2 0 2 0

MARL’S FIRST-EVER 
COMPREHENSIVE 
CAMPAIGN: HOME. 
HEART. FUREVER. IS IN 
FULL SWING. 

This campaign is a pivotal moment in MARL’s history 
– one that will not only enable us to build a new home 
for MARL, but also allow us to elevate our level and 
impact of care, expand our programs, and ensure that 
we will still be here saving lives well into the future.

While we are still in the beginning stages of our multi-
year campaign, we are proud to announce that we 
have raised over $9,000,000 (excluding planned gift 
pledges) towards our $12 million overall goal. But there 
is still much work to be done.

OUR CAMPAIGN GOAL IS AMBITIOUS  
FOR TWO REASONS:
1. �The need for this type of facility in our area is great.  

This is truly “A Different Breed of Shelter” and it will 
function as a safe haven for countless animals for 
years to come.

2. �The programs that we can execute within this new, 
proper facility will not only save twice as many lives, 
but will reach more animals in the community and 
provide a lifeline to owners who are struggling to 
keep their dog or cat as part of their family. The 
success of this campaign will allow MARL to have a 
tremendous and direct impact on the dogs and cats 
whose lives and well-being are at risk.

The goal is big because the need of the animals is big.

We invite you to join us in making this “Different Breed 
of Shelter” a reality.

A number of exciting naming opportunities are 
currently available for all gifts and multi-year pledges 
of $25,000 or more!  Naming an area in the building 
is a meaningful way to honor your commitment to 
the animals in perpetuity.
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YAPPY WEEK I JUNE 1–7
Grab a cocktail and your furry sidekicks, snuggle in on the couch, and join us for MARL’s first-ever 
virtual Yappy Week! This one-of-a-kind pet party will be completely online and celebrate all the 
super heroes that make MARL a different breed of shelter.

Although we had to make the difficult decision not to gather in person because of COVID-19, there 
are still plenty of ways you can join in on the fun and support animals in need! Yappy Week will 
feature the cutest behind-the-scenes videos from the shelter, stories of our most unforgettable 
adoptions, and so much more. But you don’t have to wait until June 1st to be part of the action!

- Buy a ticket today to have your pet’s photo featured on the Guest List!
- Purchase a luminary to be displayed at MARL’s building construction site during Yappy Week
- Follow MARL’s social media for special surprises and fun giveaways!
- Yappy Week is a dream for Team Cat – join now and show the dogs who’s boss!

Visit www.marleague.org now for more information and a sneak peek at Yappy Week!

For questions please contact MARL’s Event Coordinator, Megan Garrison at:
mgarrison@marleague.org or (248) 330-6809
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CO-CHAIRS
*Beth Davidson
*Laura Fenton

CANINE  
CO-CHAIRS
Connor Davidson
Hank Fenton

HONORARY  
CO-CHAIRS
*Cindy & Hon. Barry Howard
Cara & Brian Krupa

HOST COMMITTEE
*Jody & Gary Astrein
Betsy Barnes
Tracie Berry
Hon. Jim & Janet Blanchard
*Ralph Caplan
Jennifer Falcinelli
Beth Hall
*Jenny Heinrich
Connie Hogan
*Daniel Kelly
Deanna Malczewski
Lois Paquin
*Molly & Brady Phillips
Stacey Walker
Lisa Wasserman
*Kimberly & Kenneth Whipple
Ann Wiacek
Lauren Willette Strzempek
*Robin Wright
Lori Yankel

* 2020 Board of Directors

AN EXTRA 
SPECIAL 
THANK YOU  
TO OUR 2020 
SUPER HERO 
SPONSORS

GOLD GRAND 
CHAMPION 
SPONSORS
IN MEMORY OF SAM  
FROM RALPH & RUBY

BEST IN SHOW 
SPONSORS
KARMANOS CANCER 
INSTITUTE AND 
MCLAREN HEALTH CARE

TOP DOG 
SPONSORS
PATRICK & LAURA 
FENTON

LOYAL FRIEND 
SPONSORS
John M. Bashur in Memory of 
Peggy Bashur
Sandy & Keith Kondos
Christine & David Provost
Lisa & Scott Wasserman
Kimberly & Kenneth Whipple
Wright-Hurley Family

BEST BUDDY 
SPONSORS
A. Alfred Taubman Foundation
Peter Alter, c/o Jaffe, Raitt,  
Heuer & Weiss, P.C.
Comerica Bank
Edcor
Huntington
Law Offices of Barry L. Howard, P.C.
Tim & Susan Lucken
Christine & Carlos Mazzorin
Dennis & Tina Mirku
Becky & Gary Sakwa

GOOD DOG SPONSORS
Advanced Animal Chiropractic
Animal Emergency Center
Betsy Barnes
Jim & Carolyn Bellinson
Jim & Janet Blanchard
Beth & Jeff Davidson
Winston & Winifred Duncan
Nancy & Jim Grosfeld
Rodney Hagenbuch
Terry Kinchsular & Rick Hamann
LoVasco Consulting Group
Pawsitive Steps Rehabilitation 
and Sports Medicine
Prestige Entertainment
Sigma Investment Counselors
Still on Main
Tama, Budaj & Raab, P.C. CPAs
Ann Wiacek
MJ & Jay Wright

PARTY ANIMAL 
SPONSORS
East Street Pilates
Edward A Eickhoff &  
Michael Hisala
In Loving Memory of Joan & 
Myron Benner
Jennifer Falcinelli
The Urban Dog
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LOKI
Adopted  

February 2020

BELLA & BENNY
Adopted  

March 2020

SADIE
Adopted  

March 2020

BIZZY
Adopted  

February 2020

PEPPY
Adopted  

February 2020

BOBBY
Bobby came to MARL in January of 2020 
after he was found in an abandoned house. 
As soon as we met him, we noticed Bobby 
was very wobbly and kept falling over 
when he tried to walk. We rushed him to 
a neurologist who diagnosed him with 
cerebellar hypoplasia – a neurological issue 
that affected his coordination and balance. 
Despite his diagnosis, Bobby was still a 
healthy, happy cat! He could pull himself 
around the room, climb in and out of 
the litterbox, and loved being pet. Bobby 
eventually made his way into the heart of 
a very special volunteer who couldn’t resist 

taking him home!

OLLIE
Ollie was brought to MARL in February of 
2020. This senior girl had nails so long they 
were curling into her paw pads, and at her 
vet visit they discovered she had several 
large, painful bladder stones! It took a lot 
of love and TLC, but Ollie eventually started 
to feel much better. Ollie lived in the office 
at MARL, where you could usually find 
her hanging out under chairs, snoring up 
a storm, or alerting us to any “intruders” 
going by! It didn’t take long for Ollie to find 
her perfect new mom. Now they are living 

happily ever after together!
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GENEROUS KIDS DOING GOOD IN 
THEIR COMMUNITY:  
CARSON MARTIN donated supplies from his 10th birthday

NORUP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL (MR. RUPLE’S 5TH 
GRADE) raised $40 from the Penny Challenge

ELLIE & ANNE COOK raised $301 from their lemonade stand

KENDALL GRAY collected items for her 7th birthday

BRADY BUCZEK had a hot chocolate stand and raised $20

ST. HUGO OF THE HILLS BROWNIE TROOP 76587 donated 
$376 from a troop fundraiser

BRENT AND JACK ARMSTRONG collected supplies in lieu of 
gifts for their birthdays

ISABELLA BURG made handmade cat toys and blankets

OLYVIA MORGAN raised over $85 at her lemonade stand

WOLFE MIDDLE SCHOOL (MR. MARTINES) ADVANCED 
BUILDING AND DESIGN CLASS made paw print ornaments to 
sell to benefit the animals and raised $126

WOLFE MIDDLE SCHOOL (MS. TORRES’S 7TH GRADE) 
STUDENTS held a bake sale for the animals and raised $135

A FEW OF THE PEOPLE, COMPANIES, 
EMPLOYEES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
WHO HAVE RAISED MONEY AND/OR 
COLLECTED SUPPLIES FOR MARL:
NATIONAL CONSUMER PANEL’S NCP CARES granted MARL a 
$5,000 award

PYP VENTURES LLC donated 6 Purrfect Fence catios

TIM MCALLISTER AND HEIDI DOVER brought in a truck load 
of food from their 4th annual Halloween party benefiting MARL

DANIEL AND NANCY CLIFFORD held their annual Boxing Day 
Party to benefit MARL

KENDRA SCOTT JEWELRY (Novi Twelve Oaks Mall) raised 
funds for MARL at their store event

CHRISTIAN FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION chose MARL as their 
quarterly charity to benefit

KRYSTI MURPHY held a yoga event where proceeds were 
donated to MARL

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BIRMINGHAM held special 
collection at their rummage sale to benefit the MARL animals

PADGETT BUSINESS SERVICES, CONCORDE TENANTS AND 
EMPLOYEES collected funds and donated much needed 
supplies, food and toys

OAKLAND COUNTY LEGAL RESOURCE CENTER collected 
donations for causal Friday

12 STEP YOGA 4 UNITY holds special classes benefiting MARL

UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH held a PetPalooza 
event benefiting MARL

TROY’S WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION raised funds at the annual 
after Thanksgiving Craft Show.

WISH LIST 
AND NEEDS
Wet dog food | all brands
Wet cat food | all brands
Dry kitten food | Purina Kitten Chow (orange bag) 
Dry dog and puppy food | Purina One SmartBlend (red bag) 
Cat toys | all types
Clorox disinfecting wipes
HE laundry detergent
Bleach
Paper towels
Clay clumping cat litter
Gently used or new harnesses, leashes and collars | all sizes 
Dog toys and chews | all types
Copy paper
HP Ink | 952 or 952XL Black/Color

At this time we are not accepting donations of bedding, 
towels, dog or cat beds, or blankets.

Visit our website for a link to our Amazon wish list where 
you can send much-needed items directly to our shelter. 
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COVID-19: 
HOW YOU 
CAN HELP
One of the best things you can do to help 
MARL through this tough time is donate! 
Donating will help us buy supplies as we 
need them and provide important medical 
care to the animals. You can also bring 
donations of supplies to the shelter. Right 
now, we are especially in need of wet and 
dry dog and cat food, bleach, paper towels, 
and dog treats! You can also buy supplies 
through our Amazon Wish List (available 
at marleague.org) and have them shipped 
directly to the shelter.

To learn more about dropping off donations 
and MARL’s policies during COVID-19, please 
contact our office at 248-335-9290.


