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ABOUT MARL
The Michigan Animal Rescue League 
(MARL) is one of southeast Michigan’s 
most established shelters, serving the 

animals and community since 1953.

MARL is a private, 501(c)(3) 
organization and our work is 
supported solely by private 

contributions, which are tax-
deductible. Federal Tax ID: 38-1557622

MARL BOARD
Robin Wright | President

Jim Issner | Treasurer
Dan Kelly | Secretary

Laura Fenton | Executive Committee, 
Member-at-Large

Jody Astrein | Director
Ralph Caplan | Director
Patricia Cox | Director

Beth Davidson | Director
Jenny Heinrich | Director

Jana McNair | Director
Kimberly Whipple | Director

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Magee Humes

ON THE COVER
Dallas is one of the hundreds of 

kittens that came through our doors 
during a very busy kitten season. We 
are happy to report that Dallas has 

been adopted and is living the good 
life in a forever home. We would 
also like to give special thanks to 
Monique Roehl. Monique is our 

official cat and kitten photographer, 
and she consistently volunteers 

her skills and time to take beautiful 
photos of our adoptable cats. Her 

generosity and ability to photograph 
even the finickiest of felines has 

helped hundreds of cats and kittens 
find their forever homes.

COMMUNITY 
ADVISORY 

BOARD
Cynthia R. Howard | Past President 

Emeritus
Patricia Verduin | Past President 

Emeritus
Honorable Barry Howard

Luanne Broecker
Barb Grant
Steve Engel

Deanna Malczewski
Susan Murphy

Lori Yankel
Ken Whipple

CONTACT
790 Featherstone | Pontiac, MI 48342

MAIN ENTRANCE AND  
ADOPTION CENTER PARKING LOT:

325 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd N 
Pontiac, MI 48342

P: 248.335.9290 | F: 248.335.0261  
E: info@marleague.org

www.marleague.org

OFFICE HOURS:  
Tuesdays through Saturdays 12-5 PM

Appointments can be made for any 
day of the week between the hours 

of 9 AM and 7 PM

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT: 
KITTEN TO-GO KITS

We are proud to announce one of MARL’s new community engagement programs, Kitten To-Go 
Kits. These kits are provided to local citizens who have found abandoned newborn and infant kittens. 
These kits include basic supplies (kitten milk replacement, syringes for feeding, bottles, etc.), helpful 
information about kitten care, and contact information in case of an emergency. This program 

provides a life-saving solution for vulnerable kittens if a shelter or rescue option is not available.

IMPACT: OVER 100 KITTENS HAVE BENEFITTED FROM THIS PROGRAM 
SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN MAY OF 2021.
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LET’S GET 
SOCIAL!

Be sure to LIKE the Michigan 
Animal Rescue League Facebook 
page for the latest shelter news 

and updates, including adoptable 
animals, recent adoptions, 

upcoming events and more!

Can’t get enough of our adorable, 
adoptable cats and dogs?  

Follow @mar_league on Instagram!
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Fostering is no small task, especially 
when rambunctious puppies are 

involved! This litter of 12 was fostered 
by a staff member until they were 
ready for adoption at 8 weeks old.

Party in the ball pit! Dogs like 
Chubbs benefit from daily 

enrichment activities like training 
sessions and sniffing out treats in 
the ball pit. Adding different types 

of enrichment to a dog’s daily 
routine helps minimize stress while 

at the shelter.

Many of our canine residents 
enjoy spending time in the office 

throughout the day. Not only 
do the dogs benefit from extra 

socialization, but our guests enjoy 
being greeted by a wagging tail too!

At the end of each day, the staff 
does a quick head count in our 
cage-free cat room. If our count 

comes up short, we always 
remember to check the cabinets 

and highest perches!

What’s better than a pot of gold at 
the end of a rainbow? A building full 

of the sweetest, cutest, most adorable 
furry friends in southeast Michigan!

MARL’s Community Outreach 
program provides food and other 
essential supplies to pet owners in 
Pontiac who might otherwise go 

without. This family of chihuahuas 
has been benefiting from the 

program for over a year. They always 
have a lot to say when they come by 

for a visit!

Working in the world of animal welfare can be 
unpredictable, challenging, rewarding, and everything 
in between. It’s a hard job, but our team of staff and 
volunteers are focused on providing the best care we 

can to as many animals as possible.

These shelter snapshots show you what a typical (or 
not so typical!) day in the life at MARL looks like.
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SHOUKO’S 
STORY
Shouko found herself in MARL’s care in the 
summer of 2021. She was surrendered by 
her previous family due to housing issues. 
We immediately noticed that Shouko was 
incredibly loving and grateful to be in the 
hands of our team.

It was also apparent that Shouko was 
missing at least part of her vision. Upon 
further observation, we learned that she 
was completely blind. This was caused by a 
genetic birth defect, and our veterinary team 
believed that Shouko had lived her whole life 
visually impaired.

Shouko did not let her inability to see hold 
her back one bit! She quickly became the star 
of our outdoor yard, and no one could keep 
up with her once she got the “zoomies.” Her 
bright personality always had people smiling, 
and her cuddles were just what everyone 
needed after a long day. She even became 
our designated office dog after winning over 
the hearts of MARL’s office staff.

Once Shouko was ready for adoption, we 
began to search for a home just as special as 
she was. With her adorable face and sweet 
disposition, we knew that she would have 
no problem getting attention from potential 
adopters. Because of her circumstances, we 
wanted to make sure that we found her a 
special home that could accommodate all of 
her needs. We were delighted to meet a family 
that was a perfect match to give Shouko the 
home of her dreams! She is now living happily 
ever after with two humans, two dogs, and a 
house chicken. Way to go, Shouko!
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DOG DAYS  
OF SUMMER 
The dogs in our care just enjoyed their first 
summer at MARL’s new facility. To say that 
our canine residents had a blast would be an 
understatement! 

One of the dog’s favorite places this summer 
was the “Dog Play Park.” Throughout the day, 
dogs could be seen playing fetch, climbing the 
playscape, crawling through tunnels, jumping 
over agility equipment, relaxing in the sun, 
and much more. The treat “search and find” 
game was also a favorite yard activity for many 
of the dogs and provided them with plenty of 
physical and mental enrichment during the 
dog days of summer at MARL. 

In true “Different Breed of Shelter” fashion, 
we also unveiled our doggy splash pad, 
bone-shaped swimming pool and sprinkler! 
The dogs loved running through the water 
with their canine friends and retrieving toys 
from the pool. The “Cindy and Barry Howard 
Wagging Tails Walking Trail” was also a busy 
spot this summer with dogs enjoying plenty 
of walks with volunteers while smelling every 
tree and shrub along the way. 

The first summer at our new facility was one 
for the books. We look forward to many more 
pool parties and fun in the sun with the dogs 
at MARL for years to come!
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QUESTION: 
How long has Snowy been living in your office?

MAGEE: 
Snowy moved into my office about 6 months ago. 
I’m always excited to meet a new office cat. But in 
this case, everyone who was familiar with Snowy 
kept wishing me luck in a suspicious kind of way so 

I was apprehensive at first. 

QUESTION: 
What is the craziest thing Snowy has ever done?

MAGEE: 
“Snowy’s Big Adventure” was crazy but that’s 
probably a story for another time. It was pretty funny 
when she stole sausages from someone else’s office 
and I found her snacking on them in my desk drawer.

QUESTION: 
Were you and Snowy immediate friends?

MAGEE: 
Not at all. Snowy didn’t seem to have much interest 
in being friendly with me. She would act like she 
wanted to be friends and then suddenly bat at me 
with her big paws. She also messed up the papers 
on my desk, walked across my keyboard, which 
resulted in unintentionally sent emails, knocked 
pens right out of my hand, licked my lunches, and 

stood in front of the camera during video calls. 

QUESTION: 
Are you and Snowy friends now?

MAGEE: 
We are best friends. In time, Snowy began to trust 
me. And I began to understand her. It may have 
taken months, but it was time well spent. Snowy 
is like a hilarious, furry best friend. We have inside 
jokes and she gently paws at my face a few times 
a day. Sometimes it feels like she is thanking me 
for just letting her be herself. I adore her and her 
companionship and her unapologetic confidence 
in the rascal that she is. The best place for her is in 
a home and whoever is lucky enough to adopt her 
will be getting a remarkably fun and interesting cat. 
They just have to persevere through the first few 
months to allow Snowy to get comfortable. Patience 

is definitely rewarded when it comes to Snowy.

MEET SNOWY
While waiting for adoption, Snowy has been living in MARL executive director, Magee Humes’ 

office.  We caught up with Magee to learn a little more about Snowy.
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THE GIFT OF LOVE
A gift to MARL is a thoughtful way to honor or memorialize someone you care about and make a 
meaningful contribution to the lives of the homeless cats and dogs in southeast Michigan. Listed 
below are gifts made in honor or in memory of a loved one in the amount of $20 or more. These 

gifts were received between March 1st, 2021 - August 30th, 2021.

IN HONOR OF

Abby | Peter Berg and Don Spivak
Abby | Leslee and Terry Statfield
Abby Azzouz | Laila Azzouz , Cindy and Barry Howard
Alan Del Nero | Carol Wyman
All my cats | Mary Szymula
Annie and Hershel | Jill Annette Smith
Archie | Lisa and Scott Wasserman
Archie Goldstone | Alisa Ambrose
Art and Tybie Migdal | Ruth Daniels
Artemis | Dennis Lakomy and Darlene Frederick
Aspen | Christine Lustig
Aunt Clara | Penny Burke
Baby Girl Barnette | Ron and LuAnn Hudson
Baily Todd | Dave and Barb Cook
Barbara Ann Field | Randall Thomas, Dave and 
Karen Thomas
Barbara Hodgkinson | Barbara Dyell

Barbara Keller | Anna Franklin
Barbara Puckett | Kevin McMahon
Beanie | Elizabeth King
Beckley Earnst | Kristyn Godlew
Bella | Jim and Sandy Cole
Betsy | Valerie Sichi
Betty Jean Schnelz | Tracy Guellec
Betty Loviska | Nancy Loviska
Bill Kuz | Ihor Kuz
Bob | Dottie Barnett
Bobby Morris | Karen and Phil Simon
Bogie | Dale and Jerry Rubin
Boots | Andrea Richards
Brahm Shapiro | VA Ann Arbor Nulcear Medicine
Brownie | Cristina DiChiera
Bruiser | The Linden Family
Bruno | Mary, Del, and Blakely Lauria

Bruno | Beth and Bernie Schenk
B-say | Gay Thacker
Buddy | Mary Lauria
Buddy Neubacher | Julie Tyburski
Bunny | Lori Yankel, Kristie Kelly, Linda Kahn Gale, 
Cindy  
and Barry Howard
Calleen Berndt | Richard Berndt
Calvin | Bonnie, Fran, Emily, and Lisa
Carl Joseph Piro | Tom and Sharon Burton
Carl Raymond Rasys | Linda McVicar, Vincent and 
Susan Marrs, Ellen Kulie, Dorothy Beaudoin and 
Family, Lauren and Michael Coleman, Donna Brewer, 
Rochester Toastmasters #4890                                                                                                       
Carol Rock | Ellen Barris
Carol Walker | Samantha Dziurda
Champ | Ken and Ronny Boyer

Charley Wright | Mr. and Mrs. Craig Ferber
Charlie | Mary Cesarz
Cherry Carey | Katharine and Randy Almirall
Cheryl Ranansky | Dawn Sommers, Patti and Rick 
Phillips, Susan and Blair Kamin, Fred and Brenda Stern
Chet Keller | Claudia Sills
Chico | Grace Peterson
Chico | Harvey and Margaret McLand
Chloe | Meredith Epstein
Cindy L. Marasco | Vicki Bonus
Cody Jergens | Dave and Barb Cook
Comet Sills | Dave and Fran Linden
Cooper | Patty and Don Scholl
Cosmo | Carol and Carmen
Craig Thomas Koziara | Linda Hamlin, Bobbie  
and Norm Peraino
Cuddles and Sally | Mr. and Mrs. Philip Rundell

3 grand dogs | Laurel Vine
Alexander Kligman | Anna Kligman
Ann Wiacek | Marian Brasmer, Prosperity Wealth 
Strategies, Mary and Michelle Rowley
Annie Mell | Sandy Humenny
Barbara White | Linda Bartz
Barry and Cindy Howard | Fawn, Adam, Matthew, 
Abby, and Peyton Chayet, Jerome Soble
Beth Ross | Lisa Pawloski
Beverly Yost | Judy and John Marx
Brooke Magill | Amanda Magill
Casey Diroff | Diane Chambeau and Rod Lloyd
Charlene Handleman | Anonymous
Charlie Sherman | Laurie Bothwell
Cindy Howard | Donna Nowak, Ilene Rubin, Barbra  
and Peter Alter
Connie Sepelak | Jodi and Tony Mollica
Daisy and Stanley | Daniel and Cecelia Van Antwerp
David and Esther Littmann | Carl Littmann
Dennis Lacomy and Darlene Frederick | Betty Kibby
Dr. Evan Arbit | Lisa, Kenny, and Freddi Fox

Dr. Marc Borovoy and his staff | Susan Carron Simon
Dr. Richard Singer | Frederick Cohen
Ed Hersch | Rick and Carol Ellis
Edward Prokopp | Sandra Ann Prokopp
Elias | Mary Ellen Dawson
Esther Littmann | Carl Littmann
Farkus, Sweetie, and Peetie | Sandra Kapla
Finnigan Heitz | Christina Pae
Gloria White | Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell L. Bleznak
Howard and Pamela Gourwitz’s wedding | David 
and Donna Vaseau, Ami Burns
James and Arianna’s wedding | James Shindelar
Jeanette Nadler | Rose Olandese
Jenny Heinrich | Theresa Bismack DM
Joel Hoffman | Bonnie Doliveck
Joni Meahan | Grace Minck, Charlie and Colleen 
Batcheller
Kathleen Myrvold | Michael Jehle
Kimberly and Kenneth Whipple | Mr. and Mrs. 
Douglas Londal
Kimberly Whipple | Mr. and Mrs. John Whipple

Kristen Tymczak | Kent Wischmeyer
Kristina Pollack Nichols | Peggy Nichols
Linda Kahn Gale | Neal Gale
Linda Konop | David Konop
Lulu | Lisa Clark and John Bozarth
Lynne Fugate | Margaret Finucane
Magee Humes | Linda Kahn Gale
Mark Valenti | Julie Stahl
Mary Ellen Schwanitz | Therese Smith
Mary Jo O’Donnell | Patricia O’Neill
Mazel | Susan Sugarman
Megan and Mike | Sarah Reynolds
Mike, Megan, Brad, and kids | Karen Gauthier
Molly | Rachael Pulice
Octavio Nino | Grandma and Grandpa
Pat O’Neill | Mary Jo O’Donnell
Peaches | Lauren Abdel-Razzaq
Piper | Sue Keillor
Reesie | Ken and Evelyn Schneider
Remembering Birdie | Linda Kahn Gale
Rich and Pat Verhelle | Julie Chick

Sandy Kondos | Nancy Harkins
Sarah Schmitt and Valerie Mays | Mike and Fritz
Sasha | Maria Bernock
Sheskav | Dr. and Mrs. Frank Schalm
Stanley B. Fayne | Katherine Bell, Judy and Brian Bell, 
Laura Affer
Susan Kamin | Dale Rubin
The Heitz Family | Jami Abell-Patterson
Tillie | Edward and Carol Kowalczyk
Trixie | Duane Burke
Valna Dow | Margo Scott and Marlene Calderwood
Victoria, Jon and Tina | Caryl Barber
Wizard | Arlene Walker-Hall
Yukon and Levi | Cheryl Feldman
Zoe, Bandit, and Diesel | Covington Partners 
Holding LLC
	

IN MEMORY OF

Daisy | Beth and Henry Storm
Daniel Dunlop | Cynthia Dunlop, Susan Voytal
Danny Kearns | Mary Lou, Rob, Bridget, and Katie Labe
Dante | Katharina Campbell
David Beres | Ken Beres
David Hersh | Karyn and Barry Shatzman, Sharon and Tom 
Hawksworth, Rita and Sid Barish, Ryan and Jennifer Barish 
and Family, Shelli Feinberg and Harold Etkin & Family, Lee 
and Bruce Sack, Sherry and Mitchel Ruttner, Risa and Mark 
Finn, The Hawksworth sisters and Families, Dan and Pam 
Gardner, Jim Staron
Davielle | Janelle Konstam
Debbie Cole | Origen Financial Services, LLC
Debbie Wheeler | Tim Wheeler
Delilah Gloster | Maureen Denning
Delores Finegood Lefton | Laurie and Fred Leeb
Diane Salo | Julie Morse
Don Breseman  | Karen Blacklaw
Donna Pearse | Mary Brady
Dotty and Holly | Max Behrens
Doug Ferrero | Cherryl Gordon Kimber
Dr. Edith Yemmans | Dr. Sandra Lyness
Dr. Fred Borson | Laurie and Howard Weinberger
Dr. Richard Huff, DVM | Sarah Saltzman and Scott Loney
Dreamer | Carol Mann and Carmen Totten
Dulcina | Lucy Merritt
Dusty | Margaret Roebuck
Earl Stone | Pauline Stone, Jenny and John Martin
Eddie | Brenda and Fred Stern
Elaine Grossnickle | Mr. and Mrs. David B. Rutherford
Elizabeth Ruelle | Bonnie Cole
Feather | Evangeline Chase
Felix | Jenny Heinrich
Felix Cruz | Robert and Candice Cruz
Finn  | Lynne and Norm Fugate
Finn Hathaway | Meredith, Jeff, Paige, Dustin, Brie  
and Delilah
Fiona | Terri Cooper
Florence Ailish Eynon | Tracy Fitzgerald Hall, Tony Hall,  
and Jase Hall
Florence Wedes Citarel | Elissa Koppy
Frankie and Joey | Freda and Joel Lerman
Freddie and Kruger | Valerie Lauer
Gabby | Ann Marie Gibson
Gary O’Rourke | Amanda Butler, Dale Labram, Denny  
and Nancy Labram
General | Carolyn Bald
Gerald Abel | Board of Governors and Staff of Dearborn 
Country Club, Bob and Gloria Edge, Eddie Mio, Jeff and 
Beth Spencer, Ron and Ann Ketelhut, Kim and Mike 
Torolski, James Crist, Ray Markham, Family of Daniel Waun
Gloria Crawford’s horse | Dr. Sandra Lyness
Gracie | Linda Kahn Gale
Greta Stone Hicks | Kyle Astrein Driver
Gulliver Garoufasud | The Efros Family
Gus DeVos | Marian and Paul Brasmer
Hardy | Victoria Lange, John and Jay
Harry Zajac | Lisa Tew
Heidi Leigh Lengyel | Dr. and Mrs. Steven Lengyel, 
Heather Lengyel
Henry Linden | Claudia Sills
Hero | Sara Rodell
HP | Mr. and Mrs. Norman F. Ehlers
In memory of Arlene Walker Hall and in honor of Wizard |  
Marvin H. Hall Jr.
Inez Claire Robertson | Kathryn Wagner, Patrick and 
Mercedes Nicosia, Tara and Jeremy Waldrip
Ingrid Becker | Cindy Broderick and Susan Wayde, Trustiva 
Health, Andrew Broder, Dr. and Mrs. Richard Sweet, Judith 
Haughton, Lynda Franklin, Fran and David Linden, Doug 

and Amy Boxer, Jeff Hartzel, Laurel Cole and Rob Martin, 
Timothy Piggott, The Lecursi Family
Isabelle and Gracie | Fred and Brenda Stern
Ivy | Marian Brasmer
Ivy Shackelford | Mary Gosine
J.J. Molina | Laura Molina
Jack | Pamela Diener
Jack | Pamela Ferguson
Jackie Miller Long | The Nowicki Family
Jaeger | Fran Grossman
Jake | Noreen Farnham
Jakie Jacobs | North Oakland County Board of Realtors
James Carr | Harry and Marilynn Bruss
Jane Briggs-Bunting | Drs. Joel and Kathleen Smiler
Jerry McGlothlin | Carol and Tom Miller
Jett | Johanna and Ron Bauer
Jim Pachucki | George and Sandy McKinzie
Joe Chaffee | Karen Blacklaw
Joe Lloyd | Josette and Ed
John and Katy O’Neill | The O’Neill Foundation
Judy Shaw | Patty Frenkel
Julie Steffes | Mary Ellen Hreben
Justin Peltier | Barton Malow Foundation and Jill 
Liegghio, Judi Peltier
Kaelee | Renee LaFountain
Kat | David and Joyce Steinberg
Katherine A. Grossnickle | Mark, Teri, Adam and Tabitha 
Dittman, Coleen and Terry Currin, David and Alyssa 
Rutherford, Mrs. Hope Dowdy, Sue Keillor
Kathleen Myrvold | Sun Communities, Bruce Thelen, 
Whitney Alt, Bryan and Sandra Hamburger, Elisabeth 
Bailey, Karen Dearing, The McLaren Family
Kealiah, Bojangles, Shiloh, and Riley | Noel Nevshehir
Kee | Amy Logan
Kenn Sutton | Joline Clark
Kenneth Milton | Irv and Helen Pisek,  Connie Edwards
Kim Lamay Summers | Jack and Ruth Patterson, Cindy 
Edelen and Nate Lamka, James Coleman, David and 
Andrea West, Barbara Carson, Tracy McAllister and Bob 
Turner, Steven and Linda Weiss, Paul and Shari Mackalski, 
Brian and Anna Rodgers, William Comstock and Julie 
Gleason-Comstock
Kit Kat | Laurie Castillo
Kodiak and Chase | Paul McBride and Gabrielle Stryker
Kristina Kaffenberger | Tim and Carolyn Birtsas
Lady | Jimmy Elliott
Lance Hughes | Erin Hughes
Larry Ashley | Kristen Moen (Tymczak)
Laurie | Judy and John Marx
Laurie Giglio | Nancy Wirth and Bob Rindels, Dana 
Walker, Judith Johnson
Lee Porter | Betty Porter
Lexi Boyle | Helene Scarpelli
Lexie | Dana Walker
Lilly and Marcy Meisner | James Meisner
Lincoln | Dale and Jerry Rubin
Loki | Lynda Racey
Lola | Laurie and Howard Weinberger
Lori Albert | Brent and Joan McFeaters
Lucy | Jean and Jeff Clemes
Lucy | Wanda Wise
Lucy Merritt | Esther Littmann, Kaz Hancock,  
Chris Bogojevich
Lulu | Lisa, Kenny and Freddi Fox
MacGregor, Tabby and Midnight | Edmund and 
Catherine White
Maggie and Wiggles | Tracy Range
Mango | Diane Winners
Marcia Tschirhart | Andrea Tschirhart
Marco Simon | Sue Spangler

Margarita, Paulette, Joelle, Mitzi, Tina, Rebel, Rebel ll, 
Flame, Ginger, Simone & Elle | Robert L. Wingate and 
Maureen E. Wingate Trust
Marilyn Hencken | Judee S Hencken, Judy I Hencken
Mark Goodman | Daniel Winer
Mark Price | Laurie Romeiro
Mark Subelsky | Cynthia Katz
Martin “Uncle Marty” Bacow | Linda and Herbie Glass 
and family
Mary Helen Suciu | Nick Suciu Jr.
Mary L. Coates, Buster, Willy, Gus and Sammie |  
Diane Kaunelis
Mason | Carole Pappas
Max | Chris Polk
Maxx | Judy Parnes
Mazel Sugarman | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Mike Morrow | Jeanne Byron and Family
Mildred Suggitt | Karen Schnell-Goldberg
Mimi | Kathryn Travnikar
Mimi Balan | Pati Beagle
Minka | Debbie Logan
Miss Peacock Howard | Bonnie and Dennis Mix, Laila 
Azzouz, Sandy Dubin, Taylor Turnbull, Rebecca Levine
Missy | Carol Wyman
Molly Nichols-Ryle | Peggy Nichols
Moose Milano | Chris Walker
Ms. Jade | Josie, Ed, and Mr. B
Ms. Kozma | Alicia Williams
Murphy Howey | Katherine Lingenfelter
Murphy I, II, & III | Dr. and Mrs. Louis Putz
Nancy Holloway | Barbara Dunaway
Nando Sancricca | Don and Jeanne Nadler
Nature Boy | Cheryl Stanley
Nellie | Mary Anna Lake
Nicole a Elliott | Beth Converse
Noche | Robert Levi
Olivia | David and Karen Quenneville
Ollie Murphy | Charlene Handleman
Oscar | Debbie and Stuart Logan
Ozzie | Susan DeFilippo
Pam Jenuwine | Lynn Shroyer
Pam Jenuwine..Izzy..Gracie | Lori and Pete Stammers
Pam Porteous | Diane O’Connell
Pamela Jenuwine | Kim Jenuwine
Pamela Miele | Casey Berg
Patricia S. Howard | Gwendolyn Krestel
Pee Wee and Moses | Alexis Werner
Penny | Michelle Randall
Petey | Barry Schmideberg
Piggy | Jackie Saarm
Polo Haley | Beth and Jeff Davidson, Connor and Bentley
Rascal | Bridget Dean
Raymond Antos | Karen Cantor
Rebecca Chamberlin | Kim Kramer, Robert and Kathy 
Dowbenko, Lizabeth Coleman, Marge Lugar, Vicky 
Gundlach, Darren Duff, Denise and Fred Healey
Richard Harris | Carol Wyman
Ricki Nichols | Peggy Nichols
Ringo | Ellen and Rick Simmons
Robert H. Falska | Cynthia Falska and Patrick Tinney
Rocky | Shelly and Arnie Podolsky
Roger Hamilton | George and Sandra McKinzie
Rooney | Kristen Oyler
Rosario | Carol and Carmen
Roxie | Rachel Skulsky
Roxy | Nadine and Daryl Slowinski
Rusty “Buckets” Levine | Linda Kahn Gale
Sam Collins | Judy Robinson
Samantha “Sammy” Mier | Amy Logan
Sami | Dennis Lakomy and Darlene Frederick

Sandy Porter | Margaret Wolski
Scooter Vannelli | Stefano Vannelli and Martha Vannelli
Sharon Jabour | Ken and Lisa Fox
Shelby | Catherine Johnson
Sheldon Dulberg | Debbie and Albert Holtz
Snorkel | Brooke Catanzarito
Sophia Politzer | Donna Weiss
Sophie | Amy Logan
Sophie Bell | John and Barb Shanahan
Sophie Saikalis | Lauren and Robin
Squirt and Chico | Dennis Lakomy and Darlene Frederick
Stanford and Gloria Schantz | Kevin McMahon
Steve Barkin | Ellen Barris
Sven | Mr. and Mrs. Fernando Barry-Bales
Taiyo | Minnie
Tasha | AIAG Supply Chain / CR Family
Thomas Pickles | Emily Linden
Tiama | Charles and Rosalba Pelzer
Tiffany Keat | The Smith Family
Tigger Woods | Paula D’Ambrosio
Toots | Pamela Jones-Maven
Uta | Amy Logan
Verna Janet Bartoletti | Shelley Turner, Jody, Julie and 
Bob, John and Ginni Mazur, Russell Carey, Eric and Denise 
Landers, Karyn Kozo and Jim Parker
Victor Iagnemma | Barbara Bressler, Larry and Linda Krispin, 
Jim and Marge Hiller
Wally | Pamela Primak and Family
Wedge | Ann Marie Gibson
Wendy Alpert-Bologna | Dory Baron
William Gongloff | J. Thomas Jewelers, Tom, Noreen, and 
Susan, Maria Sanchez, Patricia Dishman, Sharon Reinke
William J. Schott | GEI Consultants, Inc.
William Kuz | Jon and Diana-Corsini Rowland, Joanna 
Sanfilippo, Larry and Judy Heugh
William Ruckle | Blair, Mary, Wyatt and Emily Cole, Tim  
and Nancy Cash
Yaeger | James Leinhus
Yeager | Scott Zoner
Yusuf | Carol Mann and Carmen Totten
Zeus | Nancy McGaw
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MARL GIVING 
CIRCLES
For our generous supporters committed to 
helping homeless animals in our care all year 
long, we welcome you to our newest program, 
the MARL Giving Circles.

As a member of MARL’s Giving Circles, you help 
us provide vital care to the homeless animals we 
welcome into our shelter each year that require 
medical care, behavior support and more.  Your 
investment gives these deserving animals a 
second chance for a healthy, happy life. 

Each circle level includes benefits like special 
recognition in the MARL lobby, a certificate 
of membership, puppy and kitten play 
sessions, and even the opportunity to name an 
adoptable animal!

To learn more or to join The Giving Circles, visit 
Marleague.org or contact Magee Humes at 
248-335-9290 or mhumes@marleague.org.

LOYAL  
FRIEND CIRCLE 

Stephen Bonkowski
Linda Kahn Gale
Jim & Lori Issner

Melissa & Thomas Mark
Michael Mirto & Paul Hayes

Jared Schultz
Joe & Lorri Zimmerman

HERO  
CIRCLE 

Sanford Sadow
Cindy & Barry Howard

BEST FRIEND 
CIRCLE 
Teresa Hartle

Susan & Neill Murphy
Wizard

ADVOCATE  
CIRCLE 

Jennifer Adderley
Norm and Martha Ehlers

Carol Mann

CHAMPION  
CIRCLE 

TOP DOG  
CIRCLE 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CURRENT 
GIVING CIRCLE MEMBERS:
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GOLD GRAND 
CHAMPION
THE CAPLAN FAMILY 
OF RESCUES
JENNIFER & JEFFREY 
FARBER

BEST IN SHOW
HUNTINGTON BANK

TOP DOG
PATRICK & LAURA FENTON
KURTIS KITCHEN AND BATH
WRIGHT-HURLEY FAMILY

LOYAL FRIEND
John Bashur in Memory of 
Peggy Bashur
Eric & Sheena Fisher
Karmanos Cancer Institute
Sandy & Keith Kondos
Law Offices of Barry L. 
Howard, P.C.
TD Auto Finance
Lisa & Scott Wasserman

BEST BUDDY
A. Alfred Taubman Foundation
Betsy Barnes
Edcor
Rodney D. Hagenbuch
Tim & Susan Lucken
Carlos & Christine Mazzorin
Dennis & Tina Mirku
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss, P.C.
Becky & Gary Sakwa
Signal Restoration Services
Ken & Kimberly Whipple

GOOD DOG
Advanced Animal Chiropractic
Animal Emergency Center
Bank of Ann Arbor
Barry-Bashur Foundation
Jim & Carolyn Bellinson
Governor Jim & Janet Blanchard
Charlie’s Still on Main
Beth & Jeff Davidson
Yvonne Fisher McCready
Frank Rewold & Sons Inc.
Nancy Grosfeld
Rick Hamann
Jim & Lori Issner
LoVasco Consulting Group
Jo Elyn Nyman
Oakland Hills Veterinary Hospital
Pawsitive Steps Rehabilitation & 
Sports Medicine
Shift Digital
Sigma Investment Counselors
Brenda & Fred Stern
Sue Ellen Eisenberg & 
Associates, P.C.
Tama, Budaj & Raab, P.C., CPAs
The Urban Dog
MJ & Jay Wright

PARTY ANIMAL
Jody & Gary Astrein
Mary J. Brauer
Mike Clawson & John April
Dataspeed Inc.
Dean Sellers Ford
Winston & Winifred Duncan
East Street Pilates
Etkin
Lee & Jim Fabiano
Jennifer Falcinelli
Dr. Jeffrey and Mrs. Sharon Forrest
Rising Sun Investments, LLC – Bob 
and Linda Sue Fries
Harold G. Schaevitz Industries
MSU Federal Credit Union
Joe & Mary Ann Troy
Ronald & Patricia Verduin
In Memory of Yeager Zoner
Michigan Doodle Rescue Connect 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 
OUR MARL FRIENDS
Union AdWorks

CO-CHAIRS
*Beth Davidson
*Laura Fenton

CANINE  
CO-CHAIRS
Connor Davidson
Bentley Davidson
Hank Fenton

HONORARY  
CO-CHAIRS
Cindy & Hon. Barry Howard
Cara & Brian Krupa

HOST COMMITTEE
*Jody & Gary Astrein
Betsy Barnes
Tracie Berry
*Ralph Caplan
Beth Hall
*Jenny Heinrich
Connie Hogan
Deanna Malczewski
Lois Paquin
*Kimberly & Kenneth Whipple
Ann Wiacek
*Robin Wright
Lori Yankel

* 2021 Board of Directors

This fall, the Michigan Animal Rescue League celebrated its 12th annual Yappy Hour — the only 
cocktail party in Metro Detroit where your dog is welcome! Guests enjoyed the opportunity to 
mingle with their best friend by their side while enjoying cocktails and delicious food, gourmet 
dog treats, a silent auction, red carpet photography, and so much more. 

Yappy Hour has historically been a Springtime party, but this year we celebrated in September. 
We are thrilled to report that the response from our supporters and community was as great as 
ever. We were able to host a safe and successful in-person event while celebrating the animals 
and MARL’s mission. Over 550 guests attended and it was the most successful fundraising 
event in MARL’s history.

THANK YOU TO OUR  
2021 SPONSORS!
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CELEBRITY 
PET CONTEST
Thank you to everyone who participated 
in our Celebrity Pet of the Year contest 
and congratulations to our 2021 MARL Pet 
Ambassadors, Ellie Mae and Buddy White! 
These two received a prize package with 
celebrity perks for the rest of the year. They 
each brought in thousands of votes and helped 
raise awareness of MARL and our mission.

Every cent raised helped to provide lifesaving 
care to the dogs and cats waiting for their 
second chance.

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to find 
out how to enter your pet in 2022!

1ST PLACE
—

ELLIE MAE
(formerly Jamie) was adopted from MARL in 

2019. She’s two years old and loves to show off 
her tricks for treats.

“We rescued our Ellie after having to put two of 
our beloved dogs down less than 3 weeks apart. 
One was 13 and the other 16. Ellie captured our 
hearts from the moment we laid our eyes on 
her. She rescued us from the pain of losing two 
furry family members and continues to make 

us smile every chance she gets.”

1ST PLACE
—

BUDDY WHITE
(formerly Autumn) was adopted from MARL in 2018. 

He is now two years old and loves to cuddle.

2ND PLACE
—

JASPER
2021 MARL Alumn

3RD PLACE
—

STELLA

2ND PLACE
—

FINNIGAN
2020 MARL Alumn

2ND PLACE
—

SQUIRT
2018 MARL Alumn

1 8  I  FA L L  W I N T E R  2 0 2 11 7  I  FA L L  W I N T E R  2 0 2 1



Looking for the perfect gift idea this holiday season? How about a gift that gives back! 
Warm the hearts of your family and friends with these special ideas that directly benefit 
the animals at MARL.

NEW HOLIDAY HOPE CATALOG
The holidays are a time for hope, cheer, and thoughtful giving. While cats and dogs in homes 
are getting lots of treats and toys, we ask you to think of the MARL residents too! Enjoy feel-
good shopping with symbolic gifts you can donate to the animals at MARL. Every donation 
will help us spoil them the way they deserve! If you make a purchase as a gift, you will have 
the option to download a card you can print and fill out to give to your recipient.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LOVE
This holiday season, give the gift of love by sponsoring an animal in honor of someone 
special! A gift of $20 or more includes a link to download and print a holiday-themed card 
that you can give to your recipient. Get started by visiting Animal Sponsorships under the 
Donate tab on marleague.org.

BETTER THAN FRUITCAKE
When your guests arrive for this season’s holiday party, request that they bring supplies 
from MARL’s wish list or even a monetary donation! Adding this fun twist to your holiday 
event is a great opportunity for your guests to do good while making your festivities feel 
twice as special. You can find our wish list under the Ways to Help tab on marleague.org.

GIVE BACK WITH YOUR AMAZON SHOPPING
Help MARL by doing your regular holiday shopping on smile.amazon.com. Amazon Smile 
offers all the same products at the same prices as Amazon, but .5% of the purchase price of 
eligible products is donated to charities! Just select the Michigan Animal Rescue League 
as your charity of choice. Don’t forget to check out MARL’s Amazon Wish List under Ways 
to Help on marleague.org.

THE MARL SHOP
There’s something for everyone at the MARL Shop! Support homeless animals with t-shirts, 
cozy hoodies, mugs, children’s attire, and more. These make perfect gifts for all the animal 
lovers in your life! Just visit marleague.org/marl-shop to browse the shop. 100% of proceeds 
benefit the Michigan Animal Rescue League!

For additional giving opportunities, please visit marleague.org.
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MARL’S WISH LIST
Help the dogs and cats at MARL by donating these much-needed items to the shelter!

To drop off donations, please ring the doorbell at 790 Featherstone, Pontiac, MI 48342 or call our 
front desk at 248-335-9290 between the hours of 12-5 Tuesdays through Saturdays.

WISH LIST:
Wet dog food | All brands
Wet cat food | All brands
Dry kitten food | Purina
Dry dog and puppy food | Purina One SmartBlend (red bag)
Cat toys | All brands
Clorox disinfecting wipes
Paper towels
Unscented clumping cat litter
Gently used or new harnesses, leashes, and collars | All sizes
Treat puzzles
Fleece blankets

Send supplies directly to the shelter with our Amazon and Chewy wish lists! Visit marleague.org 
to learn more.

Please note that we do not accept the following: Open bags of food, pillows, newspaper, large 
comforters, fitted sheets, animal clothes, wire dog crates, and used grooming supplies. Keep in 
mind that dropping off things that we cannot use means that our staff has less time to spend 
with the animals due to the sorting and re-donating of these items.

T H A N K  YO U  T H A N K  YO U
T H A N K  YO U  T H A N K  YO U
ORGANIZATIONS & COMPANIES:
LIMBACH COMPANY LLC – Raised money for MARL and donated supplies

WICKED JEEPS – Picked MARL as their receiving charity for 2021, collecting over $1,300

CHARLIE’S STILL ON MAIN – Donated 10% of their Doggy Menu sales to benefit MARL

LAKE ORION & BLOOMFIELD HILLS MENARDS – Collected supplies during their pet drive

BLACK DOG CANDLE COMPANY – Donated 10% of candle sales to benefit MARL

AUCH CONSTRUCTION – Raised $250 from Casual for a Cause Friday

NORTH OAKLAND COUNTY BOARD OF REALTORS – Collected monetary donations and supplies

HOLY NAME CHURCH – Raised over $800 from their Dress Down Day

WALT’S DIGGITY DOG, LLC. – Collects donations for MARL every week resulting in hundreds of dollars for the animals

MIKE SAVOIE CHEVROLET – Raised $2,500 from Pickup for Paws 2021

BROWNDOG CREAMERY – Raised over $700 during their 2021 Pints for Progress event

DR. RICK TULLY AND HIS TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS – Built and installed MARL’s new dog play equipment 

KIDS DOING GOOD IN THEIR COMMUNITY:  
WEBBER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – Collected donations for MARL during their “Positivity Project Community Project Day”

HOLY NAME CATHOLIC SCHOOL – Raised money from their “Animal Themed Dress Down Day”

WALLED LAKE WESTERN HIGH SCHOOL – Made dog toys during their Week of Compassion

VLADIMIR AND BRANISLAV STOJANOVSKI – Raised $250 from their Boy Scout benefit garage sale

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE GENEROUS PEOPLE AND COMPANIES WHO 
SUPPORT MARL! THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPS OUR DOGS AND CATS.
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GUARDIAN SOCIETY
By including MARL in your estate plans, you are leaving a legacy of 
kindness to animals and joining a special group, The Guardian Society.  

Those who notify MARL of inclusion in their estate plans, at any level, 
are eligible to become a member of The Guardian Society. Members 
receive special benefits including invitations to special MARL events, 
recognition as a special friend, and the opportunity to enroll in the 
pet guardianship program. 

It is surprisingly easy to make the gift of a lifetime. Planned gifts 
include but are not limited to: 
- Bequests included in wills
- Living trusts
- Charitable gift annuities
- Life insurance policies
- Retirement plan assets

Consult with your financial advisor, attorney or trust officer to 
determine the best option for you.  

To learn more, visit marleague.org or contact Magee Humes at 
248-335-9290 or mhumes@marleague.org. 


