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GUARDIAN SOCIETY
By including MARL in your estate plans, you are leaving a legacy of 
kindness to animals and joining a special group, The Guardian Society. 

Those who notify MARL of inclusion in their estate plans, at any level, 
are eligible to become a member of The Guardian Society. Members 
receive special benefits including invitations to special MARL events, 
recognition as a special friend, and the opportunity to enroll in the Pet 
Guardianship Program. 

It is surprisingly easy to make the gift of a lifetime. Planned gifts 
include but are not limited to:-

- Bequests included in wills
- Living trusts
- Charitable gift annuities
- Life insurance policies
- Retirement plan assets 

Consult with your financial advisor, attorney, or trust officer to 
determine the best option for you. To learn more, visit marl.org or 
contact Magee Humes at 248-335-9290 or mhumes@marl.org.
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ABOUT MARL
The Michigan Animal Rescue League 
(MARL) is one of southeast Michigan’s 
most established shelters, serving the 

animals and community since 1953.

MARL is a private 501(c) (3) 
organization, and our work is 

supported solely by contributions, 
which are tax-deductible.   
Federal Tax ID:  38-1557622

MARL BOARD
Robin Wright | President

Jim Issner | Treasurer
Patricia Cox | Secretary

Laura Fenton | Executive Committee
Jody Astrein | Director

Beth Davidson | Director
Steve Engel | Director
Barb Grant | Director

Jenny Heinrich | Director
Dan Kelly | Director

Justin Klamerus | Director 
Kristi Pennex | Director

Kimberly Whipple | Director

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Magee Humes

ON THE COVER
MARL’s office cat, Snowy, makes 
friends with only those who are 

worthy of her attention, and MARL 
alumnus, Lucille, is one of those 

friends. These two met for the first 
time while Lucille was visiting MARL 

for her treatment for Heartworm 
Disease and have been BFF’s since. 
This unlikely duo has warmed the 
hearts of our team, making them  
the perfect choice for the cover.

COMMUNITY 
ADVISORY 

BOARD
Cynthia R. Howard | President 

Emeritus
Ted Barnhart

Luanne Broecker
Jeff Davidson

Honorable Barry Howard
Deanna Malczewski

Jana McNair
Susan Murphy
Kerry Peltola

Rick Tully, DVM
Ken Whipple
Lori Yankel

CONTACT
790 Featherstone | Pontiac, MI 48342

MAIN ENTRANCE AND  
ADOPTION CENTER PARKING LOT:

325 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd N 
Pontiac, MI 48342

P: 248.335.9290 | F: 248.335.0261  
E: info@marl.org

www.marl.org

OFFICE HOURS:  
Tuesdays through Saturdays 12-5 PM

Appointments can be made for any 
day of the week between the hours 

of 9 AM and 7 PM

LET’S GET 
SOCIAL! 

@mi_animalrescueleague

Follow MARL on Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok for the latest 

shelter news and updates, adoptable 
animals, recent adoptions, upcoming 
events and more. Scan the QR codes 

below to connect!



As you look through the pages of this newsletter, you’ll find stories that radiate hope, tales of 
remarkable success, and heartwarming images of lives saved. However, it’s important to remember 
that the animals who arrive at our doors don’t start their journey with the same sparkle you see in 
these pages. They come to us frightened, hurt, and often broken in spirit.

The driving force that transforms these animals from those initial moments of despair into the 
confident, happy companions you see in their photos is you. It takes love, care, medical attention, 
and time to nurture them back to health and happiness. Your help is the catalyst that sparks their 
incredible transformations.

As the demand for our services reaches unprecedented heights, and adoptions continue to be 
slower post-pandemic, we face our most challenging year yet. Animals are being surrendered and 
abandoned in record numbers, but you, our dedicated donors, supporters, and volunteers, are the 
reason we stand strong in the face of adversity.

Your support has been a beacon of light for over 1,400 homeless and at-risk dogs and cats that 
we have had the privilege to serve so far this year. And it’s not just a number; it’s 1,400 lives forever 
changed, 1,400 homeless animals who found hope at MARL because of your kindness and care. 
In the face of increasing demand and rising costs of care, we ask that you continue to join us in 
offering hope to the animals who look to MARL for a second chance.

Your generosity and compassion are the key ingredients that turn tales of hardship into stories 
of hope, and we are immensely grateful for your role in MARL’s life-saving mission.

With gratitude,

Magee Humes
Executive Director

L E T T E R 
F R O M  T H E  
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Working in the world of animal welfare can be 
unpredictable, challenging, rewarding, and everything 
in between. It’s a hard job, but our team of staff and 
volunteers are focused on providing the best care we 

can to as many animals as possible.

These shelter snapshots show you what a typical (or 
not so typical!) day in the life at MARL looks like.
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Before we leave for the day, our 
staff does a quick headcount to 

make sure the cats and kittens are 
accounted for. If our count comes up 
short, we’re always sure to check the 
cupboards. Lessons learned during 

kitten season!

Productivity and rest are of equal 
importance for shelter dogs! While 
many of the dogs enjoy long walks 
and extensive exercise out in the 
play yard, they also benefit from 
receiving snuggle time, working 

on training, and doing enrichment 
activities. Bear is enjoying some 

much-needed R&R with one of his 
favorite volunteers, Janet.

Getting a dog ready to go home 
with their new family is such a 

rewarding experience for our team. 
Maxine was with us for 621 days 
before her adoption day in April. 
While we miss our friend, we are 

beyond happy to see her off to 
bigger and better things, our wish 

for every MARL dog!

Who doesn’t love a puppy party? In 
August, a Shih Tzu mix named Tokyo 
was brought to MARL along with her 
six adorable babies. During their stay 
with us, you could always find a staff 

member with an armful of pups! 
All six puppies (and mom!) were 
scooped up as soon as they were 

available for adoption -  
no surprise there!

Our office cat, Snowy, is allowed to 
roam freely in the upstairs lobby 

after hours. She enjoys perching on 
the blue wall behind the front desk, 
where she keeps tabs on the cats in 
the adoptable cat rooms and hisses 

at people from afar.

At MARL, we have a lot of dogs and 
cats to feed! We depend on food 

donations from our supporters to be 
able to care for as many animals as 

we do, and when we ask, we receive. 
Our garage is always packed full 

after a food request, and we are so 
grateful for all of those who  

support us!
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The Michigan Animal Rescue League (MARL) was founded in 1953 
and homeless and at-risk animals have been arriving at our doors 
in need of a second chance every day since. 

What was once an unassuming house on the corner, with one 
dedicated employee and a small team of volunteers, is now a one-
of-a-kind facility with dynamic medical and socialization programs, 
a full staff, over 300 volunteers, and an incredible board of directors. 
This transition was made possible by the tenacity of key individuals 
who championed the cause, along with the community’s support 
for MARL and its mission. 

MARL is grateful to everyone who contributed to making this 
organization what it is today. We hope you will join us as we embark 
on the journey to make the next 70 years even more remarkable 
and transformative for the animals in need.
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MARL today at 790 Featherstone

MARL’s f irst facility at 790 Featherstone
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MISSY
Missy found herself homeless after her owner passed away. This was a heart-wrenching 
transition for this sweet senior, but her story changed when she arrived at MARL. Our team 
recognized Missy’s need for extra comfort and reassurance and went above and beyond 
to help her adjust to her unfamiliar surroundings. Day by day, Missy began to regain her  
confidence. 

Missy’s story of resilience and hope didn’t end at the shelter. A loving family welcomed  
her into their home and they have cherished her ever since. Since adoption, Missy has  
discovered the joy of traveling with her new family, indulging in delicious treats, and  
enjoying lots of snuggles on lazy afternoons. She went from timid and alone to loved and 
spoiled during her golden years, and her journey is a true testament to the transformative 
power of the care that MARL can provide.

BUBBA
Bubba’s journey began when he was thrown out of a van and left to fend for himself in 
someone’s yard. Once at MARL, Bubba quickly discovered the joy of being a dog, with all 
the energy and exuberance that came with it! Bubba also came to us with an infected eye 
that required removal by our medical team. Despite losing his eye, Bubba’s spirit remained 
unbroken. His bold and infectious personality was unstoppable.

Finally, the day came when Bubba found his forever home. A loving family with another 
Terrier Mix (who also had one eye!) welcomed him into their home with open arms. It was a 
perfect fit, and Bubba and his new canine brother became the best of friends. 

Months later, one of our volunteers had a heartwarming reunion with Bubba after spotting 
him out and about in Royal Oak! Even though time had passed, Bubba recognized his friend 
right away, as noted by his big smile and wagging tail. Though he spent 170 days at the  
shelter, the wait was undoubtedly well worth it, as Bubba finally found the love and  
happiness we knew he deserved.

BAMBI
Bambi was found abandoned on the side of the road near a busy intersection when he was 
just 8 weeks old. After his initial medical exam, it was discovered that Bambi was born with-
out eyes, a condition that might have discouraged a lesser spirit - but not him. Despite his 
blindness, Bambi was the embodiment of playfulness, spunk, and curiosity, warming the 
hearts of our entire team.

As soon as he was cleared for adoption, Bambi made his online debut. An adopter saw  
Bambi on MARL’s website and fell in love with him instantly. It was a serendipitous  
connection, as this adopter had recently rescued another kitten with the same unique  
condition from almost the exact location that Bambi was found. We have a strong suspicion 
that the two kittens might be long-lost siblings! 

Bambi was welcomed into his forever home by both his family and his new kitten friend and 
has been living his best life since.
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THE GIFT OF LOVE
A gift to MARL is a thoughtful way to honor or memorialize someone you care about and 
make a meaningful contribution to the lives of homeless dogs and cats in southeast Michigan. 
Listed below are gifts made in honor or in memory of a loved one in the amount of $20 or 

more. These gifts were received between January 1, 2023 – September 30, 2023

IN HONOR OF

Angelo La Pietra | Stephanie Bergeron; Meredith and Jeff Epstein
Anthony Marlese | Stephanie Bergeron
Ashley Gutowski and Nick Smigiel | Ashley Gutowski
Barbara White | Linda and Fred Bartz
Barry L. Howard | Lauren Botney
Charlene Handleman | Gwendalyn Moore
Charlie | Allison Genco
Chris Halas | Barbara Cumming
Chubbs | Anthony Napolitano
Cindy Howard | Ilene Rubin
Claire Wolf | Susan Misko
Connie Sepelak | Anthony Mollica
Daisy | Amanda Graham
Dee Macy | Bruce Pregler
Dennis Clifton Drury | Mary Sheila Garin; and Nancy Waters
Diana Trivax-Levy | Cindy and Barry Howard
Dianna Gutierrez | Leslie Doran
Dory | Hannah Grover
Dottie and Daisy | Darlene Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Schalm | Jo Macek
Elizabeth Deacon | Odette Deacon Real Estate Solutions LLC
Emil Macek | Jola Macek
Emily | Kathryn Wollan
Esther Littmann | Carl Littmann
Excaliber “Callie” | Jill Monette
Fran and David Grossman | Dennis, Olivia, and Sadie Ross
Frank Skosich | Kim and Ben Harris
Gayle Blitz | Larry and Myra Lawson
Honey | Patti Sage
Ilene Mitz | Elissa Koppy
Jeffrey Bussell | Susan and Rebecca Tauber
Jennifer Jensen | Heidi Cunningham
Jody Astrein | Cindy Howard
Joseph Gadon | Nicole Gadon
Joseph Ignatius Clark, Jr. | Amanda Clark
Kim Hurley and Robin Wright | Mary Jean Schoettle
Kim Millard | Linda Smith
Kona | Amy Logan

Kyle LeMarbe | Maki Vine
Linda Bartz | Barbara White
Linda Kahn Gale | Allan Gale
Linda Kahn Gale, Annie, and Marlin | Eric Gale
Linda Leinhos | Kristin Lichtle; Niki Lichtle; Willa Lichtle
Lynne Noelke | Jenny Heinrich
Maddie MacDonald | Lilah Rose
Magee and Audrey | Lynn Carr
Maggie Donius | RoseAnn and Kenneth Donius
Margie Epstein | Danny and Judy Weiner
Marguerite Danowski | Dennis, Darlene, Sadie and spirit of Willow
Marlie | Alison Smith
Michael J. Mirto | Gina and Arthur Horwitz
Nancy Lee Puls | William Niro
Natalie Oleszkowicz | Stacey Smith
Olivia and Dennis Ross | Fran, David and Nike Grossman
Olivia Ross | Lisa, Kenny, and Freddi Fox
Opie and Maggie Mae | Pam and Steve Hynes
Otter | Barry Wohlman
Ouso | Renate Weber
Patricia Hardison and Moose | Christine, and Mark Rue; Keith Hardison
Patricia Miakinin | Julie Gonzalez
Phyllis Fangel | Diane Lindsay and Lori Nelles
Raven and Debra Miller | Maureen Berndtson
Rayne | Lisa Sarver
Rebecca Levine | Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Chapman
Sepehr Schayani | Angeline and John Kaiser
Sherri Smith | Tommy and Mary Mason
Stacey Teeter | Lineage Foundation for Good
Stan Fayne | Katherine Bell
Tina Bahavar | The Laidlows
Tracy and Jim Johnston | Cherlynn Jozwick
Wolfie | Valorie Johnson
Yvonne Schalm | Jola Macek
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IN MEMORY OF

Addie | Sue and Rob Spangler

Adelle Sears | Sandy Kondos

Alan Beacom | Lawrence and Linda Krispin

Aloysius, Bridgie, and Bubby | Sandra Kapla

Anna, James and David Hersh and Louie, Rocky, Jane and KiKi | Larry  
   Hersh

Aqua and Boots | Mr. and Mrs. Robert Trusty

Audrey | Liz, Steve, Ella, Claire, and Rose

Ayden | Tina and Dennis Mirku

Bacon | The Booth Family

Bailey and Buddy | Mark and Elaine Schonberger

Balki | Carol Fairbanks

Barbara Dunn | Suzanna and Anthony Rea

Barbara Puckett | Kevin McMahon

Barney | Nancy and Kiki, and Carol Fairbanks

BB | Candice Cataldi

Beckey Isadora | Kenneth Pape

Becky Monger | Denise Wilcox

Bella | Julie (Nelson) - Jan Klein; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hipwell; Janet and  
   Ron Strote; Beth and Jeff Davidson; The Taco Tuesday ladies

Ben | Rachel and Pat Hayes

Benjamin “Benjie” Gorback | Stacy and Howard Wallach; Ina and Keith  
   �Bornstein; Richard and Marilyn Moss; Karen Allen; Howard J. Gourwitz; 

Pamela Savage; Jacob Gourwitz and Benson J. Barr and Susan Barr; 
Linda Deutsch; Faye Gorback

Benny | Peggy Nichols

Betty Clark | Audrey Tribu; Aaron Redlaczyk

Beverly Shandler | Betsy Barnes

Bill Kruz and Duncan | Jen Yang

Bob Roberts | Kathy Jaross; Sharon and Peter Rauch

Bobbi Dunn | Claudia Sills

Bobbie | Jody and Gary Astrein

Bou | Kai Robinson

Brady | Diane and Sarah Hartmus

Brave Little Gustave | Kelly and Courtney Beattie

Brendan Santo | Kim Corey

Brigitte Solverson | Patrice Sinclair

Bubba | Eric and Jonathan

Buddie | Fred and Brenda Stern

Bugz | Cheryl Kirsch

Buster | Beth Storm

Cali | Robin Nice

Calleen Berndt | Richard Berndt

Carol Mannaioni | Carol Hammond; Kit and Greg Scheessele; Karen  
   �Williams and James Walke; Jill and Mike Martens; Tracy Roberts; Tina 

Radatz; Sandy and Galen Lohmeier; Judy and Scott Thompson; P; 
Chantel Hilgendorf; Avanad; Gina Belfy

Carol Sue Wendorf | Heather Cowart; Gordon Food Service

Casey | Shelly Allyn-Podolsky; the Ellis family

Casey, Lucy, and Ginger | Penny and Gordon Burke

Casper | Laura Simms

Cathie Naugle | Sharon Selewonik

Charlotte Andren and Shelby | Stacey Kogler

Chelli | Marcia and Thomas Carbone

Chloe | Paul and Marian Brasmer

Christine Sparrow | Debra and Darryl Carlson

Claire Louise Wolf | Kim Ruzinsky; Mike and Sherry Calabrese; Kenneth  

   �Remick; Susan Wade; Claudia Schimetz; Sheri Fran, Dennis and Sally 
Keeney; and Linda Dennig

Cooper | Brenda and Fred Stern; Julie and Jan Klein

Cusco Green | Blue, Bobbi and Rob Gordon; Beth and Jeff Davidson

Cynthia Lyjak Kremhelmer | Peggie Lawrence

Dali Cat | Judy Roscoe

Dan Keefe | Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Mullins

Danko | The Vintage King Family

Danny Alan Fink | Caryn Richardson

Danny Finks and in honor of the Finks | Mary Blanchard

David Hersh | Sharon and Tom Hawksworth

David Mezzacapo | Jody and Gary Astrein

Debi Davis | Drema, Rob, Marcia, Skyler, Emma, and Family

Debra Miller | Chip and Chris Howard

Debra Miller | Lynn and Tom Artes

DeeWee | Laurie Weinberger

Delores Beyer | Jonathon Koenigsberg

Delores Dobson | Bonnie Cole

Denice Jewell | Rick and Tammy Metrick

Dennis Drury | Jean and Jeff Maki; Sarah Harmon; Leslie Anne Logan

Dolores Roy | David and Nancy Randall

Domenick Lombardi | Susan Lombardi

Dorothy A. Laut | Barbara Perl

Dorothy J. Craigie | Jane Eberwein

Dorothy J. McDaniels | Kathy and Raleigh Weidner

Dr. Jill Susan Syme | Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Steel and Family

Dudley | Michelle Biggs

Edith Burnett | Janice Levering

Edward Tyburski | Deanna Malczewski

Father of Craig DeRousse | Oakland Schools Technology Services

Foxy Lady | Sandy Kondos

Fritz | Melody Bryant

Fudge | Alan Thayer

Fuego | Beth Storm

Gary Berman | Alan Noon; Linda Glazer; Madison Conlin; Roni 
Schoenhaus and  
   �Family; Linda Morris; Diane and Jim Goss; Carolyn Lang; Eric, Linda, 

Alex, Katie, and Noely Seide; Eileen Savage; Amanda, Emma, Callum, 
Darren, Louis, Michael, and Sierra; Weingartz Supply Co.

Gary Davis | Ms. Andy Rose

Gary Uhl | Tom and Judy Flippo; Nancy and Joe Chrzanowski; Donald  
   �and Mary Miller; Bob, Rob, Desiree, Theodore, and Jakob Andrews; 

Susan Lutz; Gary and Sue, Lisa, Shawn and Children and Keith; The 
Fisher and Cisne families; Susana Urquijo-Apiquian; Westerville North 
English Department; The Gibbons Family; Smith Economics Group Ltd.

Gatsby | Amy and Jeff Logan

Geraldine Shiffman Lazare | Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Steel

Gloria White | Jody and Gary Astrein; Jean and Howard Dubin; Jonathon 
   �Koenigsberg; Ellen Firestone; Mara and Andrew Moss; Judy and Bruce 

Gorman’ Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Pullman; Susan and Larry Slabotsky; Jean 
and Keith White

Gordie Mullins | Gay Thacker

Gracie | Nancy and Kiki

Gray Guy | Linda Knight

Gretchen Bityk | Karol Carter

Hannah | Pamela Cohen

Helen Ann Keppler | Cindy and Barry Howard

Hollie, A.K.A. Chub-Bub | Francine Cutler

Holly Maruca | PJ Maruca

Honorable Dennis Clifton Drury | Jean and William Moroski; Robin Nice

Hope | Drieka DeGraff

Ilene Skokowski | Denise and Dave Burmeister

Ivy Mitchell | Dennis Lakomy, Darlene Frederick, Sadie and spirit of  
   Willow

Izzie | Cindy Frenkel

Jack Barnette | Andrea Cunningham

Jack Blaylock | Cheryl Hall

Jackson | Dennis Lakomy and Darlene Frederick

James Bartlett LeDuc | Elaine Lenart

James Fletcher | Debbie Walsh; Chris Mracna; Judy Bottum; Janet  
   �Gourley; Judith Fletcher; Katelyn Lacy; Gail Davis; Detroit River 

International Wildlife Refuge; David Fletcher

James McGuigan | Lisa and Bob Jaffe

Jan Berlin | Kayla Stein

Jan Summerhill | Sue Gilleran; Sue Dahlgren; Ilean Genrich; Donna  
   Williams

Jean Heider | Lynn Bach and Sasha; Rosemary Heider; Barbara & Ian and 
   Rene Barber

Jean Powers | Sara White

Jensen | Deb Carpenter

Jeremy Margolis | Mary Ann Segars

Jerry Schare | Mark and Elaine Schonberger

Jerzie Youngblood | Carol Youngblood

Jim LeDuc | Marilyn Evers

Jimmy Tester | Janet and Brad Eason

JoAnn Crook | Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bruss

Jocko | Laurie and Fred Leeb

Joey | Cheryl Ruppal

John Donahue | Al and Janice Mosesso

Joseph Clark | Roselyn Hood; The Thomas Family; Jeanne and Al Ratzow;  
   �Julie Lipman; Lori and Rob Marshick; Linda Kempany; Judy Gree;, Carol 

and Eugene Griffith; Sally Easley

Joseph Gadon | Melissa Fenton

Julie Eisenberg | Janice Roberts and Family; Marlene Schultz, Rise  
   Bienstock-Stein and Anita Helfman

Justin Peltier | Jill Liegghio and Judith Peltier

Kairi | Ivy Lee Reinhardt

Karen Blacklaw | Brenda and Mark Altus; Patricia Unsworth; Gary and  
   �Connie Chaffee; Joy and Kevin Kelly; Luana and John Russell; Margaret 

“Hope” Duff; Debra Hayward

Kathy Larson | Ruth Radomski

Kay Sendegas | Doris Farver; Shelly Peteuil; Kimberly Kozicki; Susan and 
   Chuck Raisanen

Kelly and Maya | Jorge Gonzales

Ken Smith | Jill and Ryan Schubiner

Kenneth Rahmoeller | Maria Norris; Marjorie Hughes; Eileen Rahmoeller

Klein | Kathleen LaBrosse

Kobe Saplala | Kristyn Godlew

Koji | Amy and Jeff Logan

Lake | Mary Ann and Joe Troy

Larry Slasinski | Robert Mosier

Lawrence Zink | Sharon Malone; Patricia Dearing;  
   Elaine Konczal; Robert Dombroski; Jane Karaguleff

Lee Franklin | Janet Pedersen
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Legend | Janet Pedersen

Lenore Katz | Joe and Laura Molina; Barbara Nickel;  
   Fields Howell LLP

Leslie Van Hamme | FPP Board

Lexie | Carol Ellis

Lily | Brenda and Fred Stern

Linda Crump | Kindred Spirits Sampler Guild

Lindsay Jerome | David Stibich

Lisa Gerlich | Kim and Rob Kaplan

Lisa Haapapuro | Kathryn White

Lois R. Geralds | Evelyn Allan

Lola | Becky, Jay, and Lucas Levine

Lola Levin | Cindy, Barry, Samuel, and Big Joe 
   Howard

Lucas Canvasser | Deborah Stamp

Lucky | Sarah Saltzman

Lucy Tennant | Wissman-Devereaux Family Fund

Luka | The Vachon Family

Luna Blu | Nina, Jeff and Jenna Lopatin

Lyra Hawkinson | Jerry and Karen Whitacre

Maggie | Solange and Norman Messelian

Maggie Donius | Ron Buchowski; Pammy and Liz

Maggie Linden | Pauline, Al, Josh, and Emily Linden

Maice | The Lustig Family

Maize | The Lustig Family

Margaret Pund | Keith and Marcia Riemer

Mark David Strausberg | Connie and Dan Strausberg

Marks | Karl Wolfe

Marlin Kahn Gale | Mom and Dad

Marlis Brink | Lori Lee

Marney Schoenfeld | Jeff Broder

Martin “Marty” Klein | Julie (Nelson) and Jan Klein

Marty Weitz | Rachael and Michael O’Toole

Mary & Steve’s beloved pets | Dennis Hull

Mary Ellen Wittkopp | Cathy and Bryant Carter

Mary Keller | Mary Szymula

Mary Plank Keller | Nancy Murphy; Edward Cann

Marylou Fedosky | Robert Fedosky

Mason | Elizabeth Vachon

Mason | Ian and Keith Bornstein

Mason (Mr. Cat) | Libby Plank

Maverick Feldman | Amy and Ron Weiner

Max | Ana Ouzounian

Mazzee Kirstein | Nancy Simpson

Mellow | Kelly Hale

Mickey | Rick Tully

Mike Morrow | Jeanne Byron

Milo | Karen Mcgrath

Missy | Lisa Claus

Mocha Flusty | Susan Dovitz

Moe | Mary Brady

Momma | Pat and Rachel Hayes

Monty Puckett | Foster Family

Moose | Charlie’s Still on Main

Moose Rue | William Crane

Mosby | Belinda Stockman

Mr. Ken Michlin | Linda Knight

Mr. Patches, Shiloh, Harley and Magoo | Noel  
   Nevshehir

Murphy | Jill and Ryan Schubiner

Murphy | Darlena Orr

Nancy C. Hill-Golos | Kenneth Golos

Nancy McNamara | Denise and Gary Connor; The  
   �Osborne Family - Sheila, Gwen, Donna, Kendra,  

Nolan, and Turner

Nancy Olandese | Jeanette and Don Nadler

Nancy Spiekermen | West Hills Middle School Staff

Nathan Prill | Jim and Michelle Janish; The Gigliotti  
   Family; Marina and Andy Waddell

Nature Boy | Cheryl Stanley

Nautique | Laurie Kilmer

Nicholas Pastor | Kathryn Newby; Lon Mehlos; Carol 
   � Markus; Adora Misson; Susan Smith and Michael 

Schuck; Lorraine and Al Wadley; Sandra Pastor; 
Jack Van Impe Ministries

Nila Carter | Sue Mack; Mary Campo; Anna Ptasznik;  
   �Pamela Zimmer; Connie Spector; Nancy Yuhn; 

Beverly Wahl; Mary Ann Zielinski; Anne Billiu; 
Sharon Ruggiroli; Amanda and Debbie Trotto; 
Susan Shefferly; Margaret Levinson

Norma and Bill Harrison | Kevin McMahon

Nudge | Jennifer Wilson

Olivia | Patricia Shaw

Ollie Gates | The Kretzmann’s

Ozzie | Laurie and Howard Weinberger

Ozzie Loeb | Blue, Bobbi and Rob Gordon

Parker and Taper | Melissa Morgan

Pat Verduin | Sally Russell

Pat Wright | Stephanie Kokko

Patricia Hardison | Dave and Susie Jagodzinski

Paul Nazarian | Janet Mardigian

Pee Wee | Alexis Werner

Peggy Gatteri | Domenick and Susan Lombardi

Penelope Schmidt | Nicole Hardiman

Philip Gersten | Cheryl and Randy Feldman

Phoenix | Ken Berggren Jr.

Poops Fournier | Elizabeth Kristl

Prentice (Pete) Stegar Jr. | Sandra and Jay Campbell

Prince | Belle and Florence and Ken Meehan

Raisa Irwin | Bob and Linda Sue Fries

Ranger | Kim Hurley and Robin Wright

Rascal Farber-Zitner | Patti and Rick Phillips

Raymond Kasat | Evangeline Chase; Jones Family;  
   �Fred and Pam Barckholtz; Mike Gunn; Sarah, Neal, 

Ella Anne and Jackson; Roberta Kincaid

Red | Shelly Allyn-Podolsky

Reiss Weitz | Rach, Mike and Jack O’Toole

Remi | Sybil Hunter

Remmy | Marian and Paul Brasmer

Richard Harris | Carol Wyman

Riot | Suzanne Royce

Rita | Glenn Schuetz

Roadie | Fran, David, Nike, Lisa, Kenny and Freddie

Robert Falska | Cynthia Falska; Patrick Tinney

Roberta Gorvevitz | Pauline and Allan Linden

Rocky | Elizabeth Vachon

Rocky | Maxine Burnstein; Margo Stocker

Romy Smith | Laurie and Fred Leeb

Ronald Brandon Gardner | Dennis Lakomy; Darlene 
Frederick

Ronnie Pikstein | Jody and Michael Metzger; David  
   and Jolene Bommarito

Roosevelt | Pam Ackerman

Rosemary Woodward | Ray and Marsha Mankowski;  
   �Bill and Mary Long; Yvonne Tomaszewski; 

Josephine DiCiuccio

Rosie Krueger | Sharon Schultz

Ruchir Sud | Deanna Malczewski

Rufus | Kelly Swagler, Bradley Stern

Ryan Findley | Tonya Findley

Samantha | Debra Bonde

Sami | Carol Wyman

Sammie | Cherie and Dave Bogart

Sammy Bear | Pamela Diener

Sampson Kitty | Jolene Robbins

Sandy Hayes | Sandi Stewart

Sawyer | Brody and friends

Scarlett O’Lara Clute-Cubbin | Julie Nelson-Klein

Scrappy | Jean Pekar-Colling

Sepehr Schayani | Eugenia Lanthorne; Ervin Green

Serena | Laurie and Howard Weinberger

Shanti | The Neville Family

Sheena, Lucky, and Snoopy | Kathleen Schemers

Shelby | Jean Wahl

Sherman | Ann Weber

Sherwood Hoff | Robyn Weiss

Shirley A. Kahler | Dennis Lakomy; Darlene 
Frederick; Sadie  
   and spirit of Willow

Skippy and Brooks | Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cantin

Sonny and Rosco | Lori Yankel

Sonny, Roscoe and Fosters | Deb and Rose

Sophie | Laurie and Howard Weinberger

Stacia Lemon | A. A. Jansson

Stanford and Gloria Schantz | Kevin McMahon

Stanley Michniewicz | Kenneth Fox

Starlet | Carol Benson

Stefania Matyusne-Sitkowska | Rich and Sandi  
   Rychcik

Stella Moulton | Gwendolyn Moore

Strider Roncal | Chasca Roncal

Sue Hulett | Adam Kuz

Sue Salter | Elizabeth and Thomas Dempsey

Sugar | Roxanne Barzone

Suzy Parker Sherman | Julie Edgar

Terri Turner | Megan Markham; Margo Karen Boyd;  
   �Melissa and Martin Gunther; Kathy Dillard; The 

Harr Family; MaryBeth and Paul Smith; Michael 
McCarthy; Keith McKee and Vanessa Attard; Arnold 

and Alma Evans; Cliff and Sherry Bernor; Crum 
& Forster; Melissa Cockerhan; Sherry and Ray 
Stewart; ICU Staff at Trinity Oakland; Young Married 
and Young Professionals Life Group; Mercedes 
Roman; Kennedys CMK LLP; Turn Up Dance Fitness

Tetley | Nina and Jeff Lopatin; Sarah Saltzman

Tetley Saltzman Loney | Amie Saltzman

Thomas Blessing | Marian and Paul Brasmer

Thomas G. Montgomery | Donna Ross

Timothy James Rickard | Beth Lambert

Tinks | Jenny Heinrich

Toby | Marilyn Winkens and Ruth Kesselring

Tom Borowski | The Crossfit Frostbite community

Tom Schleicher | Maggie Madigan; Rachael Fuller

Toots | Pam Maven

Toots | Pamela Jones-Maven

Tortilla Maruca | PJ Maruca; The Maruca Family

Trixie | Duane Burke

Venus | Lori Yankel

Whisper | Anne, Mike, and Duff Rosenau

Willow | Pat, Rachel and Chase Hayes

Willow | Dennis Lakomy and Darlene Frederick

Winnie | Karen Hill

Winston | Cindy Frenkel

Winston Frenkel | Patti and Rick Phillips

Wolseley Hall | Julie Heidt

Woody | Sandy Kondos

Yeager | Scott Zoner

Zane | David VanBogelen

Zekie | Barbara Bound

Zeus | Elizabeth Hollow and Scott Dolan

Zoey | Theresa Bridenbaugh

IN MEMORY OF
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PATRICIA VERDUIN
With heavy hearts and immense gratitude, we remember Pat Verduin, a 

dedicated and compassionate presence in the history of MARL.

In 1993, Pat Verduin assumed the role of President of MARL’s Board of 
Directors, embarking on a remarkable 21-year journey. Her tenure was 

marked by a steadfast commitment to our mission and a focus on laying 
the foundation for a strong, well-governed organization.

One of Pat’s defining qualities was her belief in staying true to our roots 
and core mission while simultaneously professionalizing the organization 

to ensure its growth and strength. This balance, championed by Pat, 
remains a guiding principle at MARL to this day.

After retiring from the board, she remained an essential part of our MARL 
family by serving on the Community Advisory Board, and her visits were 

always welcomed by the team and animals.

Earlier this year, we had the privilege of celebrating Pat’s 80th birthday, an 
occasion that reflected her enduring spirit and the lasting impact she has 

had on all of us.

Today, we remember Pat Verduin with gratitude for all that she brought to 
MARL, the lives she touched, and the legacy of compassion and leadership 

she leaves behind. She will forever hold a special place in our hearts
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LET’S GET SOCIALLET’S GET SOCIAL

MARL’s recent success in our social media efforts has been nothing short of  
remarkable. The transformation of the MARL TikTok account from having less 
than 1,000 followers to now boasting over 51,000 followers is a testament to the  
approach we take to promoting our mission, and showcasing what makes MARL  
“A Different Breed of Shelter.” 

What sets MARL apart in the crowded social media landscape is our commitment 
to challenging traditional sheltering stereotypes and offering viewers a behind-the-
scenes look at day-to-day life at the shelter. The videos and posts put together by 
our team are characterized by a fun, upbeat, positive, and hopeful tone, capturing 
heartwarming moments, adoptable pets, and humorous interactions. MARL is  
rewriting the narrative on animal sheltering and care, and we are extremely proud 
of the connection and engagement we have created with our wonderful audience 
through our presence on social media.

If you aren’t already, be sure and follow @mi_animalrescueleague on Instagram, 
Facebook, and TikTok!
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“You meet so many awesome dogs and cats in this line of work. 
You want to set them up for success and match them with their 
perfect home. The right picture or video can go a long way to-
wards doing that. It’s always incredibly rewarding to see tangible 
good come from our content. It’s led to adoptions, donations, new 
volunteers – all the things that have a direct impact on our shelter 
and the animals that depend on us.

One of the most consistent comments we get from new viewers is 
something along the lines of, “Wow, I’ve never seen a shelter that 
looks like this!” It’s wonderful to be able to showcase the efforts of 
the amazing people who’ve worked so hard to make MARL what 
it is today. We truly are “A Different Breed of Shelter,” and that 
concept is very apparent throughout the content we are posting. 

Social media can be a vehicle through which public perception of 
shelter animals (and shelters themselves) changes for the better. 
Each time we showcase a MARL cat or dog, we’re giving them the 
voice to say, “I’m not at the shelter because I’m not good enough 
for a home, I’m at the shelter because the right person just hasn’t 
come along yet.”

-Tommy Sanfillippo, MARL Content Coordinator.
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On September 21st, the Michigan Animal Rescue League celebrated its 14th Annual Yappy Hour 
- the only cocktail party in Metro Detroit where your dog is invited! This year’s event welcomed 
over 500 guests who enjoyed signature cocktails, delicious food, gourmet dog treats, fun new 
photo opportunities, a spectacular silent auction, and more, many with their best friend by 
their side. 

This platinum celebration of MARL’s 70th Anniversary was truly special, and the evening was 
nothing short of spectacular. The stunning Rock Garden at Meadow Brook Hall was buzzing 
with countless donors, sponsors, guests, and four-legged friends, celebrating MARL’s mission 
and countless lives saved.

The 14th Annual Yappy Hour was our most successful fundraising event to date! All event 
proceeds directly benefit the over 1,500 animals MARL cares for annually.

SAVE THE DATE
Plans are underway for the 15th Annual Yappy Hour on Thursday, September 12, 2024. If you 
are interested in learning how you can get involved in the planning and preparations, please 
contact Judy Hoste at jhoste@marl.org or 248-335-9290

MICHIGAN ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE’S  14TH ANNUAL
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GOLD GRAND 
CHAMPION
PATRICK & LAURA 
FENTON
THE CAPLAN FAMILY 
OF RESCUES

TOP DOG
WRIGHT-HURLEY 
FAMILY
EIG14T | 814 CRE LLC
PANDA PAWS 
RESCUE

LOYAL FRIEND
Bashur Barry Foundation
Covington Partners Holdings 
LLC
Detroit Dispensing Solutions
Eric & Sheena Fisher
Cindy & Hon. Barry Howard
Huntington Bank
Integrated Fiduciary Advisory 
Services
Steven & Barbara Kohler
Sandy & Keith Kondos
Tina & Dennis Mirku 
The Nichols Family
Voyager Dog Food Co.
Kimberly & Ken Whipple

BEST BUDDY
A. Alfred Taubman Foundation
Animal Emergency Center
Betsy Barnes
Cerity Partners LLC
Jeffrey & Beth Davidson
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank
Lori & Jim Issner
Susan & Tim Lucken
Luxe Event Linen
Christine & Carlos Mazzorin

Rising Sun Investments, LLC –
Linda Sue & Bob Fries
Taft/
MJ & Jay Wright

GOOD DOG
Bank of Ann Arbor - Birmingham
Margaret Bashur in memory of 
Harvey Bashur
Janet & James Blanchard
Bollinger Motors Inc.
Charlie’s Still on Main
Davison & Associates C.P.A.
DePorre Veterinary Hospital
Financial One Accounting
Frank Rewold & Sons
Mick & Veronica Isaacs
Justin Klamerus & Kevin Faster
Michigan Doodle Rescue Connect
Orion Oaks Animal Hospital
Peter & Nancy Quigley
Rolls Mechanical
Becky & Gary Sakwa
Serra Ford of Rochester Hills
Nicole Stassinopoulos
Tama, Budaj & Raab, P.C.
Bella Wolf & Parwents

PARTY ANIMAL
Jody & Gary Astrein
Victor & Terri Church
John April & Mike Clawson
Andrew Cronin
DeFiore Spalding LLC
Duravent Group
East Street Pilates
Sue Ellen Eisenberg & Associates, PC
Fetch! Pet Care
Nancy & James Grosfeld
David & Frances Grossman
Harold G. Schaevitz Industries 
IDEXX Laboratories
Patti & Rick Phillips
Wally & Chris Schwartz
Shapiro Family
Sigma Investment Counselors
T-Rex Advisory
The Urban Dog LLC
Joe & Mary Ann Troy
Edward & Carolyn Wujek 

SPECIAL THANKS  
TO OUR FRIENDS AT  
UNION ADWORKS

YAPPY HOUR 2023 
HOST COMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS
*Beth Davidson
*Laura Fenton

CANINE  
CO-CHAIRS
Bentley Davidson
Connor Davidson
Hank Fenton

HONORARY  
CO-CHAIRS
Cindy & Hon. Barry Howard
Cara & Brian Krupa

HOST COMMITTEE
Jody* & Gary Astrein
Betsy Barnes
Tracie Berry
Patricia Cox*
Lauren Fuller
Beth Hall
Charlene Handleman
Jenny Heinrich*
Connie Hogan
Deanna Malczewski
Lois Paquin
Patti Phillips
Elaine Schonberger
Rick Tully, DVM
Stacey Walker
Ann Wiacek
Robin Wright*
Lori Armstrong Yankel 

* 2023 Board of Directors

THANK YOU TO OUR  
2023 SPONSORS!
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These are just a few of the ways you can make a difference for the homeless animals at 
MARL this holiday season.     

MARL WISH BOOK
‘Tis the season of warmth, laughter, and giving that extra cheer to those who need it 
most!

While the dogs and cats in your home are unwrapping toys and treats, let’s not forget 
the four-legged friends who are at the shelter waiting for their turn to enjoy the same.  
This feel-good shopping spree will make tails wag, hearts melt, and the holiday  
season brighter for shelter pets. Introducing the MARL Wish Book, where every item 
you choose is a special symbolic gift for the cats and dogs at MARL!

New toys, comfy blankets, and adventure outings are a few of the things just waiting  
to be selected and donated to our furry friends.

If you would like to purchase an item from the MARL Wish Book in honor of someone 
else, we’ve got you covered. You can select a customized e-card or download a  
printable card to let your loved one know that they’ve inspired a meaningful  
contribution in their honor. 

This holiday season, help us make the shelter animals’ dreams come true, one wish at 
a time. 

BETTER THAN FRUITCAKE
Get ready to spice up your holiday party with some generosity and cheer!

If you are hosting this season’s holiday party, request that your guests bring supplies 
from MARL’s wish list or even a monetary donation to benefit the animals at MARL. 
Now, it’s not just a party - it’s a party with a purpose!

Adding this fun twist to your holiday event is a great opportunity for your guests to do 
good while making your holiday festivities feel twice as special. If you’d like materials 
and information to provide during your party this holiday season, please contact our 
office at 248-335-9290.

To learn more about holiday giving opportunities please visit marl.org
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TO LEARN MORE  
ABOUT HOLIDAY  

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
PLEASE VISIT  

MARL.ORG
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CAPTION THIS!CAPTION THIS!
Get ready to LOL! These paw-sitively hilarious photos capture the funny personalities of our  
adorable dogs and cats, and they deserve the best captions! Here are some of the titles our team 

came up with. Think you can do it better? Email us at photos@marl.org!

Hiding from Monday like… Hip-Hip-Hop and you  
don’t stop! If it fits, I sits. Add to cart.

Immediately no. I’m ready for my close-up.  
But first, KISSES!

It’s all fun and games until  
you end up in a cone. Mine.

Sharing is caring, even if it 
means a crowded seat.

Just keep swimming,  
just keep swimming!

Work hard, play harder,  
nap hardest.

When life flips you over, relax 
and enjoy the view.
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FROM SEEDS TO SUCCESS-    
CELEBRATING OUR AWARD-

WINNING VOLUNTEERS
MARL is thrilled and honored to announce our recent recognition as a recipient of the 
2023 Pontiac Pride Beautification Award! This award reflects the dedication of long-
time MARL supporter Sandy Kondos, and her exceptional team of volunteers who work 
tirelessly throughout the year to maintain the impeccable beauty of MARL’s grounds and 

landscaping. 

Whether they’re planting flowers in the spring, or raking leaves in the fall, this remarkable 
team is always hard at work. Their dedication to maintaining the aesthetic appeal of our 
grounds makes MARL a welcoming destination for potential adopters, volunteers, and 

members of the community.  

This recognition is well-deserved, and we extend our sincerest thanks to Sandy and 
her team for this achievement!
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T H A N K  YO U  T H A N K  YO U
ORGANIZATIONS & COMPANIES:
BLACK DOG CANDLE COMPANY – Donated 10% of candle sales to benefit MARL
MAGNA ELECTRONICS – Donated $555 to benefit MARL
OAKLAND COUNTY CREDIT UNIONS – Collected $4,000 at their annual golf outing
VILLAGE BOUTIQUE – Donated $100 from their charity fundraiser
REAL ESTATE FOR A CAUSE TEAM – Donated $200 to benefit MARL
SANDY KONDOS – Collected Wish List Items and monetary donations at her Cookie Exchange Party
REAL ESTATE ONE & MAX BROOCK REALTORS & OFFICE STAFF – Collected $818 to benefit MARL
LINDA SUE & BOB FRIES – Collected Wish List items at their Troy Business Builders BNI Referral Group event
MIKE SAVOIE CHEVROLET – Donated $7,500 from Pickup for Paws 2022
COMMUNITY FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION – Raised $1,200 through their “Win for Charity” Program
THE CITY OF ROCHESTER HILLS – Collected $1,000 from their “Casual Friday” donations
2GATHER EVENT VENUE – Collected $252 from their Open House event
CLUB PETS – Collected “Wish List” items during the holiday season
ETHAN ALLEN FURNITURE DESIGN CENTER – Collected “Wish List” items during the holiday season
OAKLAND HILLS VETERINARY HOSPITAL – Collected “Wish List” items during the holiday season
MICHAEL & JULIE PUZSAR – Collected “Wish List” items and $695 from their annual holiday party
KENDRICK SIMS – Regularly donates Wish List items throughout the year
SANDY KONDOS AND HER TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS – For their year-round landscaping initiatives at MARL
MARL VOLUNTEERS – For donating their time to make sure our cats and dogs receive lots of quality care while they await adoption

KIDS DOING GOOD IN THEIR COMMUNITY:  
PEACE LUTHERAN SCHOOL – Donated “Wish List” items.  Thanks, Greta Schlaps, for nominating MARL to be the recipient of your 
classroom’s holiday charity drive
KYLE RUSS – Collected $200 in coins for his senior project and donated it to MARL
CRANBROOK KINGSWOOD GIRLS MIDDLE SCHOOL – Ann Nell collected supplies at her school
MADELINE YATOOMA – Collected $461.00 in donations at her 11th birthday party
ELLA DEAN – Is a high school student who started her own non-profit, Cozy Paws, and collected Wish List items and $25 to benefit MARL
GIRL SCOUT TROOP #77200 – Collected $150 to benefit MARL
SCHOOLCRAFT ELEMENTARY – Kim McLain raised $42 from her school
LAKE ORION HIGH SCHOOL – The National Honor Society collected Wish List items
PINE TREE CENTER, LAKE ORION COMMUNITY SCHOOLS – Collected $325 at their charity event to benefit MARL
HALDEN GENBERG & ADDY KITZMAN – Collected $282 from the JNHS Charity Drive
NICK GRUNDHOFER – Selected MARL as the recipient of handmade blankets and a monetary donation from his Eagle Scout Project

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE GENEROUS PEOPLE AND COMPANIES WHO 
SUPPORT MARL! THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPS OUR DOGS AND CATS.
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MARL’S WISH LIST
Help the dogs and cats at MARL by donating these much-needed items to the shelter!

Donations can be brought to 790 Featherstone, Pontiac, MI 48342 any day of the week before 
7pm. For assistance, please ring the doorbell outside of our entrance.

WISH LIST:
Wet dog food | All brands 
Wet cat food | All brands 
Dry kitten food | Purina 
Dry dog and puppy food | Purina One SmartBlend (red bag) 
Cat toys | All types 
Clorox disinfecting wipes 
Paper towels 
Unscented clumping cat litter 
Gently used or new harnesses, leashes, and collars | All sizes 
Treat puzzles 
Fleece blankets 

Please note that we do not accept the following: Open bags of food, pillows, newspaper, large 
comforters, fitted sheets, animal clothes, wire dog crates, and used grooming supplies. 

Keep in mind that dropping off things that we cannot use means that our staff has less time 
to spend with the animals due to the sorting and re-donating of these items.
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Send supplies directly to the shelter with our Amazon and Chewy 
wish lists! Visit marl.org or use these QR codes to learn more. 

AMAZON CHEWY


