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ABOUT MARL
The Michigan Animal Rescue League 
(MARL) is one of southeast Michigan’s 
most established animal welfare 
organizations, serving the animals 
and community since 1953.

MARL is a private 501(c)(3) organization, 
and our work is supported solely by 
private contributions, which are tax-
deductible. Federal Tax ID: 38-1557622

MARL BOARD
Robin Wright | President
Steve Engel | President Elect
Jim Issner | Treasurer
Jenny Heinrich | Secretary
Arlene Agree | Director
Jody Astrein | Director
John Bebes | Director
Patricia Cox | Director
Beth Davidson | Director
Laura Fenton | Director
Barb Grant | Director
Dan Kelly | Director
Justin Klamerus | Director
Kristi Pennex | Director
Kimberly Whipple | Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Magee Humes

ON THE COVER
After 138 days in MARL’s care, Saint 
Pierre found his forever home. 
During his stay with us, he enjoyed 
splashing around in the pool, getting 
zoomies in the yard with his dog 
friends, and going out for pup cups 
with his favorite volunteers. We are 
happy to report that Saint Pierre 
is now enjoying the dog days of 
summer with his forever family.

COMMUNITY 
ADVISORY 
BOARD
Cynthia Howard | President 
Emeritus
Ted Barnhart
Tracie and Charlie Berry
Luanne Broecker
Jeff Davidson
Honorable Barry Howard
Deanna Malczewski
Jana McNair
Kerry Peltola
Rick Tully, DVM
Ken Whipple

CONTACT
MAILING ADDRESS: 
790 Featherstone | Pontiac, MI 48342

P: 248.335.9290  |  F: 248.335.0261  
E: info@marl.org

marl.org

OFFICE HOURS
TUESDAYS – SATURDAYS 12-5 PM

Appointments can be made for any 
day of the week between the hours 
of 9 AM and 7 PM

VISIT US
ENTRANCE A – MAIN ENTRANCE 
AND ADOPTION CENTER 
PARKING LOT: 
Off Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. N, 
just south of Featherstone

ENTRANCE B – LAURA B. FENTON 
ENRICHMENT CENTER: 
Corner of MLK and Featherstone

ENTRANCE C – ANIMAL INTAKE 
AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
ENTRANCE: 
Off Featherstone

LET’S GET 
SOCIAL! 
@mi_animalrescueleague

Follow MARL on Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok for the latest 
shelter news and updates, adoptable 
animals, recent adoptions, upcoming 
events and more. Scan the QR codes 
to connect!



It’s a tough time to be in animal welfare—but at MARL, we’re not just weathering the storm. 
We’re meeting it head-on, with determination, heart, and a whole lot of chicken nuggets.

Across the country, shelters are stretched beyond capacity. Adoptions are at a record 
low. The needs are high, and the stakes are even higher. We feel it every single day—but 
we also know that even in the hardest moments, there is so much worth fighting for.

At the Michigan Animal Rescue League, we’re committed to doing the work that saves 
lives while also highlighting the moments in this work that bring joy to not only the 
animals in our care but also the people who help make it happen. That’s why alongside 
emergency medical care, sleepless nights caring for bottle babies, and around-the-clock 
support for animals in crisis, you’ll also find things like videos of our dogs enjoying 
“Chicken Nugget Day,” thoughtful enrichment programs for our cats, and a Comfort 
Crew sitting with our animals during the loudest nights of fireworks season. You’ll see 
outreach programs connecting with pet owners in need, and volunteers showing up 
every single day to deliver that Different Breed of Shelter level of comfort and care.

There are victories here every day. They are not easy, and they don’t happen by accident. 
They are the result of tireless effort, deep compassion, and your unwavering support.

Your donations are hard at work — making the impossible possible, turning pain into 
progress, and helping us remain A Different Breed of Shelter. And not a single day 
goes by that we don’t feel immense gratitude for you.

Thank you for standing with us — through the challenges, the triumphs, and everything 
in between.

Magee Humes
Executive Director

L E T T E R 
F R O M  T H E  
EXE CUT I VE 
D I R E CTO R
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In February 2024, Dodger found himself at MARL in need of a second chance. At five years 
old, the transition to shelter life was difficult. Like many animals who come through our 
doors, Dodger needed time, care, and reassurance. He had to learn how to trust and feel 
safe again after being uprooted from the only home he had ever known.

Over the course of 421 days, the MARL team was all-in for Dodger. We took the time to 
understand him and committed ourselves to support his healing. Our team crafted a 
consistent, personalized care plan to help him succeed—and stuck with it every single day.

Staff and volunteers became Dodger’s champions. From one-on-one enrichment sessions 
to long walks, from playtime in our yards to off-site outings that gave him a break from the 
shelter, Dodger was surrounded by a team of people that believed in him. Every step forward 
was celebrated and every moment of progress mattered.

Though we saw the best in him, Dodger’s personality didn’t always shine during traditional 
meet and greets with potential adopters. That’s when our Pawsitively Sure Trial Adoption 
Program became the perfect next step. In March 2025, Dodger went into foster care through 
the program, giving his potential forever family a chance to get to know him in their home 
before making the commitment of formal adoption.

Thanks to this thoughtful, animal-centered approach—generously sponsored by Robin Wright 
and Kim Hurley—Dodger began to flourish. In the home, his true personality emerged: playful, 
affectionate, and deeply connected to the people around him. His foster family saw the 
incredible dog we always knew was there—and they made it official.

O N  A P R I L  1 8 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  D O D G E R  WA S  A D O PT E D.

Dodger’s journey is a testament to what’s possible when we refuse to give up. When we meet 
animals where they are and surround them with compassion, transformation happens. It’s 
not always quick—but for dogs like Dodger, the quality of the wait makes all the difference.

DODGER’S JOURNEY HOME:  
A STORY OF PATIENCE, LOVE, 
AND SECOND CHANCES

WE ’ R E  H O N O R E D  T O  H AVE  WA L K E D  T H I S  J O U R N E Y  WI T H  H I M ,  A N D 
WE ’ R E  OVE R J OY E D  T O  S AY:  D O D G E R  I S  H O M E .
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While at MARL, Dodger enjoyed snuggle 
time, exercise time, and quality time with 

people who loved him

Dodger enjoying life from the 
comfort of his forever home
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OFFICE CAT EDITION
While MARL offers a variety of cozy housing options 
for our feline residents, sometimes a few special cats 

need something a little more… customized. Enter 
Yzma, Greg, and Snowy—our very own team of office 
cats who’ve claimed the downstairs as their domain.

L E T ’ S  M E E T  T H E  C R E W:

5  I  S U M M E R  2 0 2 5



GREG
Greg is large, in charge, and extremely 
food motivated. Whether he’s 
shamelessly swiping snacks from 
someone’s desk or charming his way 
to a dollop of whipped cream, this 
tabby knows how to work the room. 
Confident, persistent, and always ready 
for lunch, Greg is the self-appointed 
king of the office—and honestly, we’re 
all just living in his kingdom.

SNOWY
The original office cat, Snowy prefers 
a more refined existence. She spends 
her days lounging in the Executive 
Director’s office, keeping a watchful 
eye on everyone from her comfy 
perch. With her regal (and perpetually 
grumpy) expression, she has the energy 
of someone who once ran an empire 
and is now only mildly amused by our 
antics. Everyone knows to approach 
Snowy with respect (and compliments).

YZMA 
Small but mighty, Yzma is a whirlwind 
of energy with a flair for drama. One 
moment she’s sprinting through the 
lobby like she’s chasing an invisible foe, 
the next she’s halfway into the ceiling 
tiles. Causing staff to do a double take 
as a blur zips by their desk is a daily 
occurrence with Yzma. She’s got the 
heart of a lion and the attention span 
of a squirrel—and we wouldn’t have 
her any other way.

T O G E T H E R ,  T H E S E  T H R E E  F E L I N E  F O R C E S  B R I N G  T H E  D R A M A  O F  A  R E A L I T Y  S H OW,  
A  L I T T L E  C H A O S ,  A  LO T  O F  C H A R M ,  A N D  A  D A I LY  R E M I N D E R  T H AT  M A R L  I S  T R U LY  

A  D I F F E R E N T  B R E E D  O F  S H E LT E R .
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A HUSKY FAMILY’S JOURNEY: 
FROM DESPERATION TO HOPE
Earlier this year, a family of huskies arrived at our doors unexpectedly in desperate need of 
help. We were already operating over capacity, but when two adult huskies and their six 
puppies came to our doors, frightened and in crisis, we knew we couldn’t turn them away. 
They had nowhere else to go—and MARL was their only chance.

The adult dogs, Mayo and Rayna, along with their 8-week-old puppies, were in poor 
condition. They were malnourished, anxious, and in urgent need of medical care. The smallest 
of the litter, later named Fern, had the most critical needs. She was rushed to the emergency 
vet with a severe open wound on her head—so deep it exposed brain tissue. Her condition 
was heartbreaking, and her survival was uncertain.

But in that moment of urgency, something remarkable happened: you showed up.

Our community rallied with incredible compassion. Supporters made special gifts, shared the 
huskies’ story, and stepped up in every way possible. Because of you, Fern was able to receive 
life-saving emergency care, including IV antibiotics, fluids, pain medication, and round-the-
clock monitoring. Though her road to recovery wasn’t easy, she was safe, comfortable, and 
surrounded by love while in foster and here at the shelter.

The rest of the husky family also began their healing journeys at MARL, receiving medical 
attention, nourishment, enrichment, and the patient care they needed to get back on their 
feet and prepare for their next chapter in a forever home.
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WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW?
Today, the huskies are thriving with their new 
families. This story is a powerful reminder of 
what we can accomplish together. In the face of 
urgent need, our community showed incredible 
generosity and heart. 

T H A N K  YO U  F O R  B E I N G  A N 
E S S E N T I A L  PA R T  O F  T H E I R  J O U R N E Y. 
T H E I R  S E CO N D  C H A N C E S  WE R E 
M A D E  P O S S I B L E  BY  YO U .

B UXTO N

F E R N A S PE N

M AYO

A RT E M I S
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EXCITING 
CAMPUS 
EXPANSION: 
INTRODUCING 
THE LAURA 
B. FENTON 
ENRICHMENT 
CENTER
We are proud to share that the Michigan Animal 
Rescue League has expanded our campus with 
the recent acquisition of property at the corner of 
MLK and Featherstone. This important addition 
increases our functional space and enhances our 
ability to serve both animals and the community.

Following the purchase, the building and 
surrounding grounds were cleaned and 
refreshed, with ongoing improvements 
continuing today. In recognition of a generous 
gift, the space was named the Laura B. Fenton 
Enrichment Center, and we celebrated its 
dedication in December of last year.

Since then, the center has already become 
an active part of our campus—serving as an 
indoor play area for dogs, hosting community 
groups, volunteer training, and enrichment 
activities. We are grateful for the opportunities 
this expansion provides, allowing us to grow in 
impact and deepen our connection with the 
community we serve.
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LAURA FENTON AND HER FAMILY AT THE BUILDING DEDICATION.
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THE GIFT OF LOVE
Listed below are gifts made in honor or in memory of a loved one in the amount of $20 or more between 

October 1, 2024 and April 30, 2025.

IN HONOR OF
Alan Degraw, Thad Conlisk, Wendy Mirkin-Fox, 
Rachel Saloom, Katherine Trust, Sara Von Bernthal, 
Meg Kennedy, & Terri Veith | Melinda Reid
Almond | April Danford
Ambrosia | Marian and Paul Brasmer
Andrew | Melanie Morse
Ann Kendall | Ann Mell
Apollo and Lacy | Lori Brooks
Arnold | Marian and Paul Brasmer
Becky Levine | Mary and Dennis Chapman
Becky Levine, Sandy Kondos, and Rosie Osowski | 	
	 Cindy, Barry, & Big Joe Howard
Beth Scancella | Dawne Oakley
Betsy Barnes | Bob and Maryann Barnes
Bob and Patti Kohnert | Marilyn Kohnert
Bradley Aidenbaum | Men’s Club of Adat Shalom
Bunny Tennant | Wissman-Devereaux Family Fund
Carole Brice | Thomas and Rosemary Bouchey
Casper | Sharon Haar
Cecile Comeau | Claudette and Amy Snow-Schell
Chad Schuette | Sandra Schuette
Charlene Handleman | Nina Gilrane
Chris and Natalie Forte | Karen Knopper
Chris Halas | Barbara Cumming
Christine Antonelli-Beeman | John Baker
Christine Jeryan | Shirley Brogan
Christine Schmehl | Merilee Shields
Claire Wolf | Linda Dennig
Connie Romanelli | Christine Lynn Lapinski
Connie Sepelak | Tony and Jodi Mollica
Courteney Gettel | Alley Rhinehart
Daisy | Amanda Graham
Danielle Masouiris | Barbara Spreitzer-Berent

Dexter | Neva Hankins
Dick Gibb | Lorri Smith
Donna Schiele | Marie Runyan
Dr. Alan Lewis, DVM and the entire staff of DePorre 
Veterinary Hospital | Steven and Laurel Fink
Dr. Elena Osborne | Denise Kaufman
Dr. Eric Jones Family | Linda Jones
Dr. Rick Tully | Robin Wright
Drs. Robin and Robert Elkus | Mark Geoffrey
Elizabeth Mayfield | Jim and Phyllis Mayfield
Elizabeth Musial | Katarzyna Spanakos,  
	 Dawn McCusker
Fran Grossman | Lisa, Kenny and Freddi Fox, 	
	 Dennis and Olivia Ross
Gina and Stan Fayne | Katherine Bell
Gracie | Genevieve Craig and David Craig
Graham Liefer | Cathy and Bernie Polen
Guinness and Lucy | Bruce and Barb Hurd
Harrison Liefer | Cathy and Bernie Polen
Helen | Caren Stajninger
Jackson Marr | Jess Beard
Jeff Dixon and Beth Geller | Rhiannon Rigg
John and Judy Marx | Julie Gold
John Cerrito | Terry and Rob Joslyn
Josh, Karen, and Kevin McCullough | Margaret 	
	 McCullough
Judi Beal | Scott Beal
Judith Lynne Johnson | Susan Herzfeld
Julie Chick | Susan Chick
Karyn Shatzman | Debbie and Wayne Lusky
Kathryn A. Reid | Claire Bernacki
Ken Notter | Rebecca Aiken
Kenny and Delilah | Susanne Elmy

Kermala Dudley | Cathy and Bernie Polen
Kim Whipple | Lynn Duerr
Kimberly Millard | Linda Smith, Kristin Healy
Laura Fenton | Chris Schwartz, David and 		
	 Christine Provost
Li | Connie Hall
Linda Kahn Gale | Alyssa Gale
Linda Sims | Robert Charlton, Michaelene Sowinski
Lisa Graf | Jackie Brodzik
Lucky Madigan | Mary Von Bargen
Lucy | Sean Tahaney
Lynne Fugate | Margaret Finucane
Mackenzie Burton | Alice Forester
Madeline Breslin | Elliott O’Flynn
Marcie Finch | Eden Lusk
Marilyn Kohnert | Bob and Patti Kohnert
Marilyn Mossman | Lisa and Kenny and Freddi Fox
Melissa | Hannah Kellenberger
Meri Sheilds | Christine Schmehl, Tamela Blaszkowski
Michelle Fournier | Edward Berger and Sarah Miller
MJ and Jay Wright | Allison Modelski
Mollie, and in memory of Annie, Marlin, and all  
	� the other Kahn Gale fur babies | Melinda 

Saulson
Mowgli | Eric Woodward
Ms. Rosemarie Gancer | Mrs. Chris Reigle
Murphy | Yvonne Boyer
Nick and Maggie | Mariel and Matt Krupansky
Nick and Maggie Krupansky | Sarah Lazorka
Pat Nichols | Dorte Vinten Johansen
Pat Schell | Claudette and Amy Snow-Schell
Patrick Willis and Gail Peszynski-Rej | Scott and 	
	 Vicky Robbins

Percy Hollander | Judy Marx
Peter Lewitt | Linda Greenwood
Petey | Lauren Connolly
Rambo aka Juice Box | Terra Leach
Renee Sobel | Deborah Logan
Rev. Charles Henry Hall | Douglas Urquhart
Rhoda Raider | Ellen, Rick, Ryan, Claire, and Charlie
Richard Zudell | Jill Lusk
Rick and Tina Zudell | David Pratt
Robin Wright and Kim Hurley | Mary Jean Schoettle
Samantha Columbus | Men’s Club of Adat Shalom
Sandy Kondos | Robin Wright and Kim Hurley
Saya Song | Jimmy Vavino
Sharon O’Neal | Susanne Elmy
Stella and Winnie | Lindsay Habermas
Stephanie and Todd Morita and Lavender | Mike 	
	 and Kris Updike
Steve Winston | Helene and Ronnie Kroll
Sue and Craig	  | Shirley Brogan
Sue DeVanney Booker | Steven Booker
Sue Johnston | Jeanne Byron
Susan Krenkle | Lenore Hawkins
Susan Pryce | Chris Blakemore
Teddy and Buddy | Samantha Foy
The Courtley’s | Kerry Peltola
The Eversole Family | The Regan Family
Thomas Durso | Lindsay Durso
Tillie and Raven | Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kowalczyk
Turner | George Appel Jr.
Watson | Diane Isaacs
Winnie | Leslie Toby Ott

IN MEMORY OF
Addie | Cindy Frenkel
Alan Beacom | Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Krispin
Alan Wolf | Kenny and Lisa Fox
Ali and Frida | Jacqueline Dick
Alice | Alexandra Muncie
Alyssa | Alison Sachse
Amber Fangel | Diane Lindsay and Lori Nelles
Annette Austin | Patricia DiNigris
Annette Bonet | Todd Frerichs
Annie | Grato Family Foundation
Annie and Hershel | Jill Smith and Steve Ramirez
Annie Kleene | Lynn and Tim Greene
April Van Der Laar | Michele Dimond
Aqua and Boots (Doober) | Valarie and  
	 Robert Trusty
Arjuna | Julie Nelson-Klein
Atticus and Finch | Katherine Kramer

Audrey Rose | Laurie Dubin
Axel | Michele Fleming
Bailey | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Barbara Puckett | Kevin McMahon
Barney | Judy and John Marx and Frodo
Bear | Cheryl Ruppal
Bella | Sandy Dubin
Bene Horwitz | Beth and Dan Converse, Lisa Anga
Benny | Carolyn Cordle
Beth Manley Powe | George Koch Sons, LLC, 		
	 SOCRRA & SOCWA, Theresa and Rick Hill
Betty L. Ferguson | Nancy VonKoehnen, Sarah 	
	� Tipperreiter, Clarissa Hulleza, Tresa Ransburg, 

Dan and Anita Moran, Jill and Delmar Gillman, 
Ruth Ann Gillman, Wendy, Denise, Keri, Sami, 
Heather, and Kristie, Jennifer Czupek

Betty Musial | Judith Zrimec

Betty White | Nancy VonKoehnen
Beverly Wiscombe | Sherrill Pearson
Biscuit | Shawn Lombardo
Black Jack | Lisa and Kenny Fox
Bo | Pete Sponseller
Bo Meisser | Noreen Farnham, Pamela Diener, 	
	 Shannon Iannettoni, Diane and Greg Meisser
Bob Nice | Jean Maki
Bradley Cook | Lydia White
Brendan Santo | Kim Corey
Brownie | Allen and Linda Kahn Gale
Bruce Thal | Denise, Robert and Susan Thal
Bruce Updyke | Mare, Jill, Francie and Families
Buddy | Brenda and Fred Stern
Buddy | Laurie Kilmer
Buffy | Erin Meyer
Bullet Samuel | Roxanne McKee, Amber McKee

Callie | Mickey Guisewite
Cammie and Vinnie | Sheila and Chris Weber
Carol Newman Winger | Keith and Stacia 		
	 McIntosh, Kirk and Nancy Goins
Carole Brice | Judy Bordeau, Ms. Patricia Williams,  
	� Sandra Girvan, Suzanne and Douglas Hamilton, 

Jill Kanaby, Jim and Maureen Lawson, Brad 
Sova, Theresa Johnson, John Brice, Dan/
KarenVH, Katlyn/Jacob L and Family, Derek/
Macey VH, Kim/Dave G, and Ted/Carol E.

Casey, Lucy, Ginger, Dixie, and Mickey | Penny 	
	 and Gordon Burke
Catherine Emsley | William Young and 		
	 Michelle Russo
Cathie Alexis Pollock | Martha Hayworth, Jane 	
	� Gulley, Nancy Rogers, DeeAnne Carlson, Sylvia 

and Ed Hagenlocker, Alexis Pollock
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Charlie | Jeff and Andi Portney
Cheryl Troper | Kerri Kinneberg, Tracey Barney, 	
	 Mary Russell
Chester P. Shelly, Margaret N. Shelly, Margaret 	
	� S. Hunt, Christine D. Shelly, Jane N. Walker, 

and John Neafie | Mary Shelly
Chica Thomas-Connolly | AJ and UK and 		
	 Chauncie the pup
Chippy Sinelli | Sharon Schultz
Claire Wolf | Denise Lowe, Linda Dennig
Clyde | Caitlin Kennedy
Coco | Steve Winston
Coco | Barbara and Marty Burnstein
Co-co | Dave and Staci Brasmer
Cocoa | Pamela Tennant
Cooper | Mike and Anne Rosenau
Cooper Alter | Chicago Alters, Cindy, Barry, and 	
	 Big Joe Howard
Cosmo | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale
Courteney Gettel | Tracie Nord, Gloria Hughes, 	
	� Shari Bence, Jonathan Rogers, Dawna and 

Sean McCowell, Todd Williams
Craig Akin | Mary Engel, Alexis Werner
Craig S. Maloney | Gary and Sharon Maloney
Curt E Schneider | Jennifer and Randy Wylie,  
	� Gwendolyn Erpenbach, Gary and Joretta 

Schneider
Dale Wills | Julie Wills
Darcy | The Dolan Family
David Bouvier | Hugs from David
Dennis Chechlowski | Dorothy Corona,  
	� Woods of Northville Condominium Association, 

Richard and Karen Zyczynski, Richard Rej MDU 
Spiritual Care Dept., Lil Dullinger, Shari and Ray 
Baron, Jeff McCann, Tom and Connie McCann, 
and Shirley Shimamura

Dexter | Leslie Molder
Dexter Furgiuele | Debbie Arquette and Rosalie 	
	 Capalungan
Diane Wilson | Sarah Burkitt
Dorie Wallace | Jody and Gary Astrein,  
	� The Birnberg’s, Rick and Ellen Simmons, Suzi 

Lee, Minnie Kalan, Brian Wiatrak, Linda and 
Herbie Glass, Sheryl Davenport, Penny Suris, 
Ronda and Mike Diegel, Brian Cohen, Sari 
Rosenberg, Deborah Gold (Gan team plus 
support staff), Rebecca Morris-Chatta, Susan 
Kaplan, Lucia Shields Henney, Barbara and 
Irvin Kappy

Dottie Honhart | Anne Honhart
Dougie | Laura Caldwell
Dr. Carrie Washburn | Jon and Claudia Washburn
Drummer | Andrea Brimmer
Earl Stone | Pauline Stone
Elaine McInchak | Steve and Anne Ronk
Elizabeth T. Musial | John Zrimec
Ellie | Carolyn Cordle
Fig | Kathy Hankins
Finn | Liz Vachon
Florence Thompson | John and Pat Krause
Floy | Dana Walker
Fonzie | Gavin Lamothe, Nancy Goraj
Gayle E. Goode | Homrich Berg
Georgie | Nancy Wiltsie
Gracie | Cindy Frenkel
Gracie | Beverly Erickson
Gracie Robinson | Katharine Kovan
Gus Gus | Kai Robinson
Hammy | Nora Plank
Harold L. Bates | Gloria and Larry Kmiec, Anne 	
	 Marie Mackenzie, Robert and Cynthia O’Connor

Harry | Erin Meyer
Harry Berberian | Waller and Judy Harris
Hayley Kraft | Gail Letterman, Barbara Marvin, 	
	 Dana Kraft, Peggy Gronewold
Heidi Leigh Lengyel | Heather Lengyel and 	
	 Kevin Mailloux
Hendrix | Elizabeth Vachon
Henry | Ali, Andrew, Wyatt, Lulu, Simone,  
	 and Penny
Hercules | Uncle Scott and Aunt Elizabeth
Hilde Nikolas | Dave and Barb Cook
Holly and Shadow | Francine Cutler
Izzy | Ali, Andrew, Wyatt, Lulu, Simone, and Penny
James Doggett Price | WSD Cabinet
James John Bocchieri | Cousins in New Jersey, 	
	 Elite Fence Products, Inc.
Jan Groat | Amy Hubbard
Janet Frost | Susan Wilczek
Jax and in honor of Emmett | Debbie Amatangelo
Jazz | Gilbert Luebke
Jazzy | Mike and Joanne Canestrelli
Jean Heider | Debbie Nichols, Michael Heider
Jerry Hayden | Jacquie and Lynn Stephenson
Jesse King | Wendy Sauve
Jimmy and Robbie | Robert Alton
Joe Henson | Jeanine Arcori
John Corbets | Janine Corbets
John McMullen | Lauren McMullen
Judith Hencken | Lawrence and Jayne Steel
Judith Matasar | Teresa Weisz
Julio | Bonnie Cole
June | The Orr Family
Justin Peltier | Jill Liegghio, Judith Peltier
Karen Bradford | Jim and Karen Gurney
Karen Perkins | Susan Hinderliter
Karen S. Glanz | R. Scott and Melissa Glanz
Kathy Larson | Ruth Radomski
Kipper, Rascal, Shadow, and Colby | Gloria and 	
	 John Chalifour
Kobe Ferrara | Gary, Annette, and Andrew Ferrara, 	
	 Jon Rimer, Danielle LaBarge
Lani | Kai Robinson
Lanie Eichler | Michele Kaplan
Lawrence Bruno | George and Beverly 	  
	� Poffenberger, Homan and Kacy Families, 

Laurie Starr, Jane Matynka, Tom and Carol 
Warner, Steve and Jenny Schettenhelm, 
Catherine Haar, Jim and Peggy Epperson, 
Christine Kilbourn, Kris and Bob Koski, Ray 
and Diane Matynka, Annette Skowronski, 
Kellee and Michael Brown

Leela | Brian Hughes
Les Schoonover | Rick and Anne Calice,  
	 Susan Schoonover
Libby Tack | Bev and Art Tack, Todd, Barb, Drew, 	
	 and Lauren Samson
Lila | Florence Meehan
Lila, Riggs, Chubbs, Niko, and Luna | Witold and 	
	 Lynn Sztykiel
Lily Bowman | Camp Hatchery : Kathy and Don, 	
	 Robb and Pam, Ann and Mari
Linda Keller | Kenny and Lisa Fox
Linda Lewis | Julie Orr
Linda Sims | Patrice Jarski, Troy Elementary ELD 	
	 Department, Catherine Lee
Lisa Juhasz | Lisa Fox and Mollene Levin
Lola | Robin Wright and Kim Hurley
Lou | Laura Caldwell
Louie | Luanne and Jeff Salz
Louis Lechner | Kathryn Travnikar and Diane Lindsey
Lucky and Oscar | Anita Farrar

Lucy | Gail and David Bennett
Lucy | Christine Cabrera
Mack Markarian | Michael and Cindy Parker
Madra Grace | Jamie and Stephanie Qualls, Snow, 	
	 Sugar, and Milo, Eunice Ciaccio
Maksim | Nancy VonKoehnen
Malcolm | Ron and Janet Strote
Marianne Vennstrom | Linda Rayner, Marcia Czar,  
	� Jeri, Elliot, Austin, and Tasha Papazian, 

Pamela Pappas
Marie Wall | Tina DeCaussin, Michelle Ivey
Mark Strausberg | Dan and Connie Strausberg
Marley Cowles | Gina, Scott, Milo, Ollie, and Willa
Marshall Astrein | Ina and Keith Bornstein, Laurie 	
	� Weinberger, Jesse and Robe Einstein, The 

Emmer Family, Meredith and Jeff Epstein
Mary Ellen “Mitzi” DeSantis | Mattamy Homes 	
	 HR Team
Mary Keller | Ruth Langlais, Ian Waldman
Mary Prewitt | Laura Stumbaugh
Marylou Fedosky | Robert Fedosky
Massimo | Robyn McCormack
Max and honor of Scout | Jill Monette
Maya | Amy Simonelli
Mazel | Susan Sugarman
Melodee Lewin | Richard and Sandy Smith 	
	 and Family
Michaeline M. Vogel | Diane McGorey, Scott Chargo
Miggy Ebert | Mr. and Mrs. Tom Longanbach
Minnie | Alida Jose
Miss Molly and Casper | Dennis Lakomy and 	
	 Darlene Frederick
Momma Kitty | Rachael Herkowitz
Mr. George Clayton Smith | Tommy and Mary Mason
Murfee and Mojo | Marcy Gargulinski
Music | Karnyanut Arttawejkul
Nancy Louise Brown Schadt | Maryann Sanders, 	
	 Ken Thompson
Nicki Oliver | Georgina Hagemeyer
Pat and Ron Verduin | Kristin Trenholm
Patricia and Ronald Verduin and Choco and in 
honor of Red | John Almstadt
Patricia Ann Messina | Deborah Logan, Steven 	
	 Ellsworth, Janis and Ian Kwiotek
Patsy Jackson | Kim Koby
Paul Kelly | Kathryn Kelly
Paul Pietrzyk | Jeffery Reinhold
Paws | Leslie and Ron Malach
Penny | James Martin
Penny Kennedy | Diane Kennedy
Pepper | Joe and Mary Ann Troy
Piper | Ellen Barris
Pocco and Mooshu | Cindy and Gary Casey
Porter | Susan Scott
Raisa Irwin | Bob and Linda Sue Fries
Randy Gale | Candace Sebold
Regan | Pam Ackerman
Reggie | Breann Kueber
Reggie Bank | Freda and Joel Lerman
Richard Wendell | Cannon Witt
Rick Zudell | Sarah Abraham, Torri Wolbert, Donna 
and Bob McDonald
Rider Sapanos | Eric Frisinger
Robert “Bob” Franklin Day | Ashley Storai
Robert H. Falska | Cynthia Falska and  
	 Patrick Tinney
Robert J. Morin | Brad and Maryrose Morin
Rocky and Maya | Stefanie Varga
Ron Dubois | Meredith Lewis
Ron Kroenberg and Leo | Kevin McMahon
Ron Verduin | Emily and Mark Grakul

Ron Wilshaw | US Corps of Engineers
Rosco | Anna Garofalo
Rose Bailey | Linda and Herbie Glass
Roxy | Heather Lengyel and Kevin Mailloux
Roxy | Breann Shrock Kueber
Roxy, Jewel, and Sadie | Amanda Magill
Rusty | Wendy and Michael Chick
Ryan | Linda Wayne
Sadie | Sue and Gordy Leff
Sally Kutil | Mary Thieme, David Trippett, Hasse 
Family, Lynn, Heather, Laura, Susan, Mary Beth, 	
	 and Susan
Sampson | Jolene Robbins
Scout | Kimberly Bufford
Shelby | Jean Wahl
Shelly Almas | Stephen and Joanee Hurwitz - 	
	 Steve’s Deli
Shiloh Wierzgac | Kristie Kelly
Simone | Karen Tait
Smokey Birnbryer | David Birnbryer
Smokey Wendell | Liz Hill, Shari Jenner,  
	 Rachel Johnson
Snuggie | The Marshalls
Sopie Wilborn | Laura Wilborn
Sparky | Nicole Ketterer
Speedy Collins | Shelley and Lenny Hutton
Stella Deeney | Jody and Gary Astrein
Stella Habermas | Chris Walker
Stephanie Simpson | Hester Hull
Stephen Howell | Tina Vinocur
Steven Straley | Maureen Frey
Stevie | Allan and Linda Kahn Gale and Molly
Struedel Gruse | Greg and Virginia Gruse
Sunny | Laurie Weinberger
Susan Majeska | Joyce Majeska
Susan Pryce | Barbara Sansone, Rosalie Woch
	� Sandra Bilpuch, Justin and Katlyn Krysiak-

Clendennin, Kellie Bahri, Amy McIntosh, 
Michelle and Ken Urwiller, Julie Wells, Jeff 
Frey, Scott and Julie Bocquet, Kim and Jeff 
Kennedy, Patty Phillips, Beverly Donahue, 
Kim Vanderholm

Taz Beagle | Kendra Porter
Ted Lindeberg | Nancy Ruple, Paula Heisler
Teddy | Freda and Joe Lerman
Teddy | Monika and Gary Copley
Teddy Brasmer | Marian and Paul Brasmer
Tembo | Elizabeth King
Terrence Reeder | Harold and Marilynn Bruss
Theresa Zasuwa | Katie Zasuwa
Ti’ama | Charles and Roaslba Pelzer
TJ Montagne | Ruth Radomski
Tommy Arnold | Deborah Teran
Toots | Pamela Maven
Valentine | Robin Wright and Kim Hurley
Venita Bentley | Nancy VonKoehnen
Walther | Julie Andrews
Wanda Smith | Jerry and Christy Burmeister
Wells | Kristie Kelly
William Cauchon | Carolyn Cauchon
Wink Ferguson | Nancy VonKoehnen
Yeager | Scott Zoner
YOYO Mow | Emilie Plank
Yuki | Kai Robinson
Zara | Jenny Cordina
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When space allows, MARL pulls dogs and cats 
from local municipal shelters and rescues—
particularly those who need specialized care and 
a second chance.

We prioritize helping animals right here in 
Pontiac and the surrounding communities but 
when an empty kennel opens, it’s an opportunity 
to do even more. That’s when we look to partner 
shelters whose animals are in urgent need, 
whether they require extensive medical care or 
specialized socialization that a large municipal 
shelter can’t always provide.

So far this year, MARL has rescued over 125 
animals from local shelters including Detroit 
Animal Care and Control, Oakland County  
Animal Shelter, and Michigan Anti-Cruelty  
Society in Detroit. 

“IT ’S INCREDIBLY REWARDING TO BE 
ABLE TO OFFER THESE ANIMALS THE 
RIGHT ENVIRONMENT TO THRIVE HERE 
AT MARL. WE SEE THEM WALK THROUGH 
OUR DOORS AND WITHIN DAYS THEY 
BEGIN TO BLOSSOM. WATCHING THEM 
LEARN TO ENJOY LIFE AND THEN GO ON 
TO BE ADOPTED, IS WHAT THIS WORK IS 
ALL ABOUT.” 

– �KATHLEEN CRAIG, MARL SHELTER MANAGER

Our team is highly experienced in behavioral and 
medical support, which makes MARL a place 
where vulnerable dogs and cats can heal, grow, 
and ultimately find homes where they will thrive.

The dogs pictured below were pulled from other 
shelters, and today, they’re flourishing in their 
forever homes.

NEW BEGINNINGS:  
HOW MARL HELPS ANIMALS 
FROM OVERCROWDED SHELTERS

BETSY
A D O PT E D  

O C T O B E R  2 0 24

MOKI
A D O PT E D  

O C T O B E R  2 0 24

NOELLE
A D O PT E D  

O C T O B E R  2 0 24

SAINT NICK
A D O PT E D  

O C T O B E R  2 0 24
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GORDON WAS TRANSFERRED TO MARL 
FROM OAKLAND COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL 

IN DECEMBER 2024. HE HAS BEEN LIVING 
HIS BEST LIFE IN HIS FOREVER HOME SINCE 

HIS ADOPTION IN FEBRUARY.
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Prepare for a night of wonder and 
excitement at the Michigan Animal Rescue 
League’s 16th Annual Yappy Hour—the only 
cocktail party in Metro Detroit where dogs 
are the stars of the show!

Join us on the enchzanting grounds of 
Meadow Brook for an unforgettable evening 
filled with a delicious strolling dinner, 
dazzling cocktails, gourmet dog treats, live 
music and whimsical photo opportunities. 
With magic around every corner, we’ll 
celebrate the true Magic of MARL—saving 
lives and transforming our community.

This is an evening you won’t want to miss! 
Let the magic of MARL inspire you as we 
come together to make a difference for 
animals in need.

S AVE  T H E  D AT E
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 | 6:00-9:00 PM
THE GARDENS OF MEADOW BROOK HALL
350 ESTATE DR., ROCHESTER, MI 48309

TO RESERVE TICKETS AND LEARN MORE 
ABOUT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
PLEASE VISIT MARL.ORG

YAPPY HOUR 2025
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GOLD 
GRAND 
CHAMPION
THE AGREE FAMILY
THE CAPLAN FAMILY 
OF RESCUES
PATRICK AND LAURA 
FENTON

BEST IN 
SHOW
MIKE SAVOIE 
CHEVROLET
SANDY AND KEITH 
KONDOS
CHRISTINE AND 
DAVID PROVOST
THE WRIGHT-
HURLEY FAMILY

TOP DOG
THE BARKSHIRE RESORT 
FOR PAWS

JK FARBER FAMILY 
FOUNDATION

CINDY AND BARRY 
HOWARD

BARBARA AND STEVEN 
KOHLER

LOYAL FRIEND
Barry-Bashur Foundation in 
Memory of Peggy Bashur
Carolyn and Jim Bellinson
Beth and Jeff Davidson
EIG14T
Lori and Jim Issner

Dr. Justin F. Klamerus
Luxe Event Linen
Tina and Dennis Mirku
Stephen Rehmann and 
Jeffrey Smith
Kimberly and Ken Whipple
Laurence Wolf

BEST BUDDY
A. Alfred Taubman 
Foundation
Animal Emergency Center
Betsy Barnes
Cerity Partners
David and Frances Grossman
Susan and Tim Lucken
Sigma Investment Counselors

MJ and Jay Wright

GOOD DOG
Bank of Ann Arbor
Charlie’s Still on Main
DePorre Veterinary Hospital
Financial One Accounting, Inc.
Frank Rewold and Sons
Bob and Linda Sue Fries
Sue Ellen Eisenberg & 
Associates, PC
Tracie and Steve Engel
IDEXX Laboratories
Margaret “Peggy” Bashur in 
Memory of Harvey Bashur
Michigan Doodle Rescue 
Connect
Orion Oaks Animal Hospital
UHY
Carol Wyman in Memory of 
Richard Harris

PARTY ANIMAL
John April and Mike Clawson
Jody and Gary Astrein
East Street Pilates
Nancy and James Grosfeld
Sarah Saltzman and Scott 
Loney

Harold G. Schaevitz Industries
Ms. Connie Hogan
Integrative Oral Medicine
Magna
Patti and Rick Phillips
Premier Pet Supply
Joe and Mary Ann Troy

Sponsors as of June 24, 2025

2025 HOST 
COMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS
Beth* & Jeff Davidson
Laura* & Patrick Fenton
Cindy & Hon. Barry Howard
Cara & Brian Krupa

HOST COMMITTEE
Lynn Artes
Betsy Barnes
Mo Berndtson
Tracie Berry
Karen Briggs
Patricia Cox*
Linda Sue Fries
Lauren Fuller
Barb Grant*
Fran Grossman
Charlene Handleman
Miriam Imerman
Jenny Heinrich*
Connie Hogan
Deanna Malczewski
Patti Phillips
Sarah Saltzman
Sheila Sarver
Elaine Schonberger
Rick Tully, DVM
Stacey Walker
Kimberly Whipple*
Robin Wright*

*2025 Board of Directors

THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS 2025 
SPONSORS!
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CREATING 
CONNECTIONS 
BEYOND THE 
SHELTER
At MARL, our mission begins with the animals—but it doesn’t end 
there. While we provide care to over 1,500 dogs and cats each year, we 
are equally committed to building meaningful connections within our 
community through education, outreach, and shared compassion.

One beautiful example of this came through our partnership with the 
students at Wing Lake Developmental Center in Bloomfield Hills. These 
incredible students poured their hearts into creating cozy tie-blankets 
and baking homemade treats, all lovingly made to bring comfort to the 
animals in our care. Their generosity was a touching reminder of the 
many ways people of all ages and abilities can make a difference.

To celebrate their efforts, we hosted a special field trip to the shelter, 
where the students saw the impact of their kindness firsthand. With 
big smiles and full hearts, they handed out the treats and blankets 
to our furry residents, creating moments of joy and connection for 
everyone involved.
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CELEBRATING THE 
HEART OF MARL 

In February, we had the immense joy of gathering with over 200 of the 
kindest, most dedicated individuals in animal welfare—our volunteers. 

This special event was a celebration of the life-saving work made 
possible by their compassion, commitment, and generosity of spirit.

We took a moment away from the day-to-day hustle of shelter life to 
simply be together—sharing stories, laughter, and connection. United by 
a common purpose, we reflected on the incredible impact our volunteer 

team has on the animals who depend on MARL every single day.

From daily enrichment and socialization to outings that give 
our animals a much-needed change of scenery, our dog and cat 

volunteers work tirelessly to ensure each animal receives the care, 
love, and attention they deserve.

This celebration was just one small way to say thank you to the heart of 
our organization. To every volunteer who shows up, rain or shine, for the 

animals who need us—you make all the difference.

INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS?  
VISIT MARL.ORG TO GET STARTED.
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2 6 5  
Active volunteers  

in 2024

1 8 , 2 2 6  
Total hours volunteered in 

2024 including in-shelter time, 
events, and outings
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O R G A N I Z AT I O N S  A N D  CO M PA N I E S :

EMMA HAGERTY – made and sold bracelets to raise 
money for the animals at MARL

LAKE ORION HIGH SCHOOL NHS – organized a 
donation drive to benefit MARL

CRANBROOK KINGSWOOD GIRLS MIDDLE SCHOOL – 
organized a donation drive to benefit MARL

LEWIS TIEGS – collected bottles for a school project and 
donated the proceeds to MARL

HAGOPIAN CARPET – has generously donated carpet 
samples to benefit the cats at our PetSmart Adoption

ADAT SHALOM SYNAGOGUE – donated DIY fleece toys, 
supplies, and food to the animals at MARL

TEMPLE BETH EL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL – students 
collected monetary donations to benefit MARL

PET SUITE RETREAT – donated proceeds from their 
Santa Paws Pet Pictures fundraiser to MARL, totalling 
over $400

AMAZON DDT6 – donated over $5,000 worth of supplies 
to benefit the dogs and cats at MARL

SEAHOLM HIGH SCHOOL – students from the service 
group collected and donated blankets, treats, and toys to 
the dogs at MARL

CLARKSTON EAGLES FOE #3373 – donated proceeds 
of their pinewood derby fundraising event to MARL, 
totaling over $4,500

FINANCIAL ONE – hosted a supply donation drive to 
support the animals at MARL

GIRL SCOUT TROOP #78340 – hosted a fundraising 
event to benefit the animals MARL

SOPHIA AND EMMA – donated supplies to benefit the 
animals at MARL

SUSAN NATHAN – arranged a delivery of 2,100 pounds of 
food for the dogs at MARL

COMMUNITY CHOICE CREDIT UNION AND 
COMMUNITY CHOICE FOUNDATION – provided a 
generous monetary donation to benefit the animals at 
MARL

FFA VET SCIENCE, BOWERS SCHOOL FARM – made 
and donated fleece blankets to MARL

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF 

THE GENEROUS PEOPLE AND 

COMPANIES WHO SUPPORT MARL! 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 

HELPS OUR DOGS AND CATS.

T H A N K  YO U  T H A N K  YO U
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MARL’S WISH LIST
Help the dogs and cats at MARL by donating these much-needed items to the shelter!

Donations can be brought to Entrance C off Featherstone (790 Featherstone, Pontiac, MI 48342) 
any day of the week before 7pm. For assistance, please ring the doorbell outside of our entrance.

WISH LIST:
Canned Dog Food | All brands
Canned Cat Food | All brands
Dry Kitten Food | Purina
Dry dog and puppy food | Purina One SmartBlend
Dog and cat toys | All types
Unscented clumping cat litter
Gently used or new harnesses, leashes, and collars | All sizes
Treat puzzles

Send supplies directly to the shelter with our Amazon and Chewy 
wish lists! Visit marl.org or use the QR codes to learn more. 

Please note that we do not accept the following: Open bags of food, pillows, newspaper, 
large comforters, fitted sheets, animal clothes, wire dog crates, expired medication, and used 
grooming supplies. 

Keep in mind that dropping off things we cannot use means that our staff has less time to 
spend with the animals due to the sorting and re-donating of these items.

AMAZON CHEWY
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SPOTLIGHT:  
CHARLIE’S STILL  
ON MAIN
525 N. Main St. Suite #200 Milford, MI 48381  
Stillonmain.com

We’re proud to feature Charlie’s Still on Main in Milford—owned 
by longtime MARL supporters, adopters, and generous Yappy 
Hour sponsors. This Southern-style scratch-kitchen and bourbon 
bar delivers comfort food classics and boasts a world-class lineup 
of over 500 whiskeys, craft cocktails, beer, and wine.

But what truly sets Charlie’s apart is its dog-gone delightful 
hospitality. Hour Detroit named it a top dog-friendly patio in Metro 
Detroit, noting their “puppy patio game” that offers a dedicated 
Doggie Menu featuring starters like carrots & apples, entrees like 
chicken, burger, or a petite filet, plus ice-cold water bowls. 

Charlie’s Still on Main is a cool, dog-welcoming spot that gets two 
paws up from MARL for making our four-legged friends feel right 
at home and supporting the work we do.


